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164,000 Acres of Public Lands



A Habitat Unique to LA and North America



Purpose and Need: Shoaling Impacts to River

Pass a Loture Flow 
1960: 32%*
Current: 10% 

* Little, Charles D, USACE, 2014.Geomorphic Assessment of Pass a Loutre and South pass, 
Mississippi River Delta. MRG&P Report #3

South Pass Flow
1960: 15%*
Current: 12% 



Purpose and Need:



Purpose and Need: Wetland Loss

26,500 Acres loss in 40 years

4,500 acre gain in 40 years



Pass a Loutre

1984

2021

Shoaling of Pass a Loture has resulted in less 
riverine flow and sediment availability to 
nourish marshes leading to severe wetland loss.



Purpose and Need: Impacts  2010 DWH Oil Spill



Purpose and Need: Impacts  2010 DWH Oil Spill



Funding for E&D: LA TIG Restoration Plan #7
$6,000,000 Engineering and Design



Data Collection and Model Inputs:



Stakeholder Input



“Preferred Alternative” Alternative #3
South Pass:  300’x25’ - 3.5 mcy
Pass a Loutre Upper: 750’x25’- 3.45 mcy
Pass a Loutre Lower: 500’x20’- 2.8 mcy
Southeast Pass: 200’x20’- 2.15 mcy
Pilottown: Nat. Slope x50’- 4.3 mcy
Total Dredge Quantity = 16.2 MCY

Estimated Cost: 
$144,000,000 - $176,000,000



Calculating Project Benefits: Flow Budget



Calculating Project Benefits: 
Reduced Shoaling in Southwest Pass

“ALT 3” – Is the preferred alternative for the project



Calculating Project Benefits “Acres”
2005 2023

200 Acre Gain

South Pass



Calculating Project Benefits “Sediment Volume”
Modeled of Benefit over 21 years:

• Increase in sediment deposition = +15.3%
• Highest Increases in the areas with 

highest erosion rates (Blind Bay & Garden 
Island Bay)

• Suggests a reversal in wetland loss in 
some areas

• Increased sediment deposition into wetlands 
= 32.1 Million Cubic Yards

• Model suggest benefits from project will 
extend well past 21 years compared to 
future without project conditions

+38.3%

+40.1%

+0.3%

- 2.4%



90 Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need

• Birds: 56 Species
• Reptiles: 12 Species
• Fish: 8 Species
• Plants: 8 Species
• Arthropods:    4 Species
• Mammals: 2 Species

• 5 Natural Communities of Concern



South Pass

1984 2021

• 9 New Crevasses > 4,500 
acres of marsh

• South Pass has retreated 
almost 1 mile

• Marsh loss on Southern End



South Pass Crevasse Management



Archeological Surveys
363 miles of survey covering 2,878 acres – Nearly Complete



Oil and Gas Infrastructure Surveys - Underway



Next Steps: Develop Sediment Disposal Areas



Next Steps: Develop Sediment Disposal Areas



Next Steps: Develop Sediment Disposal Areas



Calculating Project Benefits “Acres”
2004

2025

Questions?


