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• #1 - St. Helena/Tangipahoa 
(dairy)

• #2 - Washington (dairy)

• #3 - Bayou Folse (grazing/ag 
BMPs)

• #4 - Winter Water Holding 
(rice/crawfish BMPs)
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• Voluntary program implemented 
at the watershed (HUC 12) level

• Emphasizes the installation and 
execution of NRCS Conservation 
Practices designed to reduce 
nutrient and sediment levels

• 100% cost-share opportunity



• Face-to-face visits
• Text Message Blasts
• Social Media Posts 
• Grower Meetings
• Rice Field Days
• Crop Advisers
• NRCS Field Offices
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Outreach Efforts



Dairy Project Update



• The restoration planned 
approved 10 watersheds (HUC 
12)

• Active contracts in 3 of the 
watersheds

• In-stream water quality 
monitoring @ 6 sites

• Project Partners: Tangipahoa-St. 
Helena Soil & Water 
Conservation District & 
Louisiana Land Trust

St. Helena/Tangipahoa 
& Washington Parish 

Dairy Projects



• USDA collaborates with enrolled producers to design and implement 
CPs/BMPs that focus on improving nutrient management planning,  
enhancing manure handling, and installing technologies for capture 
and treat runoff.

• The objective is to reduce off-farm impacts within the watershed 
while advancing on-farm management efficiency and sustainability.



St. Helena/Tangipahoa 
& Washington Parish 

Dairy Projects

• USDA will be seeking LA TIG 
approval for an additional $2 
million to expand the project

• 11 unfunded applications are 
being reviewed by field office 
staff

• Water quality monitoring will be 
expanded into new watersheds



Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service

Number of Dairies per Parish (1997 – 2022)

92% 
reduction



Bayou Folse



• 5 approved watersheds

• Active contracts totaling 1,366 
acres

• Fencing (exclusion), Tree/Shrub 
Establishment, Livestock Shelters, 
Critical Planting Area, Nutrient 
Management, and Filtering 
Wetlands

• Project Partner: Lafourche-
Terrebonne Soil and Water 
Conservation District

• In-stream water quality monitoring

Cropland and Grazing 
BMPs



• Phase 1 construction completed 
in 2024; 28 acres

• Phase 2 construction began in 
2026 and is expected to be 
completed by the end of the 
year; 135 acres

• NSU monitoring water quality 
and collecting hydrological and 
biological data

Nichols State 
University

Filtering Wetland 
Project



Winter Water Holding



• 7 priority watersheds

BMPs and Winter 
Water Holding



• 7 priority watersheds

• 80 producer contracts totaling 
13,993 acres

BMPs and Winter 
Water Holding



• 7 priority watersheds

• 80 producer contracts totaling 
13,993 acres

• Installed practices focus on 
water conservation, drainage 
water management, nutrient 
management, and migrating bird 
habitat 

• Project Partner: Ducks Unlimited

BMPs and Winter 
Water Holding



• 7 priority watersheds

• 80 producer contracts totaling 
13,993 acres

• Installed practices focus on 
water conservation, drainage 
water management, nutrient 
management, and migrating bird 
habitat

• Water Quality Monitoring

BMPs and Winter 
Water Holding

November-January: drains open vs. drains closed in rice fields 



• Expand current project to 8 
additional watersheds in 
Vermillion, Acadia, and Jefferson 
Davis Parishes

• Estimated cost of ~$5 million

• Rice/Crawfish producer demand 
for the program is high

LA TIG RP/EA #9
Proposal



Questions?


	USDA NRDA NUTRIENT REDUCTION PROJECT UPDATE
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	 
	Dairy Project Update
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Bayou Folse
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Winter Water Holding
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Questions?

