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Pre-season Hurricane Forecasts calling for Near-Normal to
Below-Normal Atlantic Basin Storm Count for 2026

e ‘Strong’ to ‘Very Strong’ (‘Super’) El Nino likely for the peak of the season
(Aug-Sep) . . . associated with enhanced vertical wind shear over the
tropical and sub-tropical Atlantic (ATL)

e asignificant reduction in the threat of U.S. ‘major’ hurricane landfalls during
El Ninos

e SSTs are above-normal in the western ATL but below-normal in the eastern ATL
. . . creates mixed signals in terms of ATL SSTs and ATL tropical activity

e storm counts for 8 ‘analog years’ average around 8-9 over the Atlantic

Basin with only 1-2 named storms in the Gulf s WY
.. . only 3 LA landfalls in those 8 seasons rr3. AgCenter
GOHSEP’



ENSO: El Nifio / Southern Oscillation

‘ e Week centered on 13 MAY 2026
warming trend underway Relative SST Anomalies (°C)

across east-central
equatorial Pacific

CPC El Nino Watch in effect
. .. El Nino likely to become
established in the next few
weeks | 150
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Model Predictions of ENSO from May 2026
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Relative Oceanic Nifio Index (RONI): Highlighting ‘Super’ El Nifios

Red = Strong El Nifio v
Blue = Strong La Nifa 82-83
Black = Moderate (either)
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Graphics Credit: Jan Null
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CDAS Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly (°C) (based on CFSR 1981-2010 Climatology)
Analysis Time: 12z May 19 2026
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Northeast

Trade Winds h o An active West African Monsoon (WAM) early in
Harmdattan the hurricane season can increase the number of
-' Wehauohendiary] | well-developed tropical waves coming off the
)~ Intertrop,, continent . . . as well as signal a reduction in

Saharan Dust released over the basin.

Unfortunately, extended-range WAM forecasting

skill is generally rather poor.
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Louisiana Tropical Impacts: 1900 - 2025

] T-Storms
B Hurricanes

29 storms
in 25 seasons
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NOAA GFSv16 | MSLP [hPa] MIN|MAX: 994.1|1033.4 hPa
Init: 06Z02JUN2025 -- [0] hr --=Valid Mon 06Z02JUN20Z09 AREA AVG: 1016.0 hPa
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‘Rapid Intensification’ over the Gulf is a Critical Concern

2024 Francine:

2024 Beryl:

2021 Ida:

2020 Laura:

2020 Delta:

2020 Zeta:

Cat-1 to Cat-2 hours before landfall

TS to Cat-1 ~5 hours before landfall
25 LA Tornadoes

Cat-1 to Cat-4 in ~18 hours
remained Cat-4 for 10+ hrs (landfall)

Cat-1 to Cat-4 in ~30 hours
remained at Cat-4 for ~12 hrs (landfall)

Cat-1 to Cat-3 in ~24 hours
fortunately weakened before landfall

Cat-1 to Cat-3 in ~15 hours before landfall

Research & Extension
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