
C O A S TA L  P R O T E C T I O N  A N D  R E S T O R AT I O N  A U T H O R I T Y C P R A  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  -  J A N U A R Y  21 ,  2 0 2 6

Logistics, Safety, and Other 
Considerations for Construction 

in the Coastal Zone

J O A N N E  T R I B O U ,  P. E . ,  C P R A  E N G I N E E R  S U P E R V I S O R   



COASTAL PROTECT ION AND RESTORAT ION AUTHORITY 2

• Equipment access 

• Oil and gas infrastructure

• Cultural resources

• Private landowners

• Oyster resources

• Permitting

Coastal Project Considerations
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Equipment Access
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EQUIPMENT ACCESS CORRIDORS

Marine Construction Equipment
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EQUIPMENT ACCESS CORRIDORS

Equipment access is a vital component of all 
coastal projects.
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• Identify potential routes from 

Ø Boat launches (small equipment only)

Ø Major waterways

• Then through

Ø Rivers, lakes, bays, bayous, creeks to project site

EQUIPMENT ACCESS CORRIDORS

Identifying Navigable Waterways
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EQUIPMENT ACCESS CORRIDORS

Surveys
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• Depends on the type/size of equipment.

Ø General, smaller equipment à Less than 3 to 6 feet 

Ø Heavy, major equipment à 6 to 8 feet

• Access dredging may be required 

EQUIPMENT ACCESS CORRIDORS

Required Water Depth
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Oil and Gas 
Infrastructure
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Oil and Gas Industry in Louisiana
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Proper identification and coordination with pipeline operators is 
important to ensure safety during construction. 

OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Oil and Gas Infrastructure 
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Pipeline Databases
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Magnetometer Survey

Suspected pipelines probed to determine 
coordinates and depth of cover

Marine magnetometer measures magnetic 
field strength
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• Database contains pipelines 
not found in magnetometer 
survey 

• Pipeline picked up in 
magnetometer survey but not 
in any database 

• Operator no longer exists or 
responsible party cannot be 
determined

OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Issues with Pipeline Identification 
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• Protective measures 

• Buffer zones for dredging activities 

• Operator monitoring during construction 

• Pipeline lowering 

• Abandoned pipeline removal 

• Elimination or modification of project features 

OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Pipeline Safety
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Protective Measures
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Buffer Zones for Dredging Activities 
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Abandoned Pipeline Removal 
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OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Modification of Project Features 



COASTAL PROTECT ION AND RESTORAT ION AUTHORITY 20

• Notice of Construction sent to pipeline operators by CPRA

• Contractor to get agreements with pipeline operators if required

OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Pipeline Operator Agreements
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• Pre-construction magnetometer survey

• Pre-construction operator notifications and coordination

• Louisiana 811 (One Call)

• Adhere to pipeline safety standards

OIL AND GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Additional Safety Precautions 



22

Cultural Resources
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• Cultural resources à items of prehistoric, historical, archeological, or cultural value

• Coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO) to perform a cultural resources 
investigation

Cultural Resources
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• Investigation in area of 
excavation/impact which includes: 

Ø Geophysical (side scan sonar and 
sub-bottom profile) and 
magnetometer survey or shovel tests

Ø Cultural resources report prepared by 
Registered Professional Archeologist 
(RPA)

• RPA/SHPO recommend avoidance area

Cultural Resources Investigation
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Other Considerations
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• LA Coastal Zone is home to thousands of 
community residents

• Proper coordination and agreements with 
landowners is necessary

• CPRA Landrights Division acquires 
appropriate agreements 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Landrights
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Oyster Resources

Oyster Leases Public Seed Grounds
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Permitting
• Permitting is required for all project features, including access dredging.  

• Information required for the permit includes:
Ø Drawings of proposed features
Ø Cut and fill volumes
Ø Maximum acres impacted 



CONNECT WITH US!

www.coastal.la.gov

@LouisianaCPRA


