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Milestones



GOMESA Cap Raise in One Big Beautiful Bill

• President Trump signed 
the One Big Beautiful Bill 
on July 4, 2025.

• The reconciliation bill 
included an increased 
GOMESA cap of 30% for 
FY25 – FY34.

• Louisiana’s yearly 
GOMESA share could 
increase by ~$45 million 
to ~$200 million. 

• Increased funds should be 
received starting in spring 
2026.

“The Trump administration is committed to 
unleashing American energy, reducing reliance 
on foreign sources and strengthening coastal 
communities. 

This increase in revenue sharing rewards 
the states that power our economy and 
ensures they have the resources to build 
resilient infrastructure, protect their 
coastlines and grow local jobs.”

Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum



Engagement with ASA(CW) Adam Telle

Just eight days after his confirmation, ASA(CW) Telle and Principal Deputy ASA(CW) Lee Forsgren accompanied 
Governor Landry view Grand Isle and Vicinity, LA.



Arising Challenges



Government Funding 
via Continuing 
Resolution (or not!)
• Instead of passing the 12 annual 

appropriations bills, Congress has 
extended FY24 spending levels through 
continuing resolutions (CR) for most 
programs. 

• Starting October 1, Congress failed to 
agree upon a CR, resulting in a record-
setting shutdown.  

• Congress eventually came to agreement 
in mid-November, pushing most funding 
decisions to January 30, 2026.

• Reporting indicates that while some 
appropriations bills could be passed by 
January, it is likely that Energy & Water 
(E&W) appropriations will be resolved 
via a full year CR.  

• Should this come to pass, then it will 
prevents the passage of E&W 
Congressionally Directed Spending 
items, which will delay the many Army 
Corps coastal projects in Louisiana.
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Opposition to Wind 
Stalls RISEE Act 
Reintroduction
• The Reinvesting  In Shoreline 

Economies and Ecosystems Act 
(RISEE Act) proposed to initiate 
revenue sharing from offshore 
wind leases to hosting states at 
37.5% from 2022 onward, in 
addition to other measures to 
increase coastal funding.

• RISEE has not been 
reintroduced this year, given 
the fierce opposition to 
offshore wind from President 
Trump.

• Bill sponsors Sen. Whitehouse 
(D-RI) and Sen. Cassidy (R-LA) 
are developing a new version 
to link energy development 
with coastal funding. 



Shutdown Delays 
FEMA Reimbursement

• An April a FEMA memo to the 
White House recommended 
ending reimbursement for 
Category G recreational 
facilities such as sand 
replenishment for beaches. 

• Fortunately, FEMA indicated it 
was committed to supporting 
the ~$76M repair of West Belle 
Headland following damages 
from Hurricane Zeta, with a 
decision in the new federal 
fiscal year. 

• Shutdown has delayed the 
release of those funds, which 
could have impacts on the 
construction schedule.



White House OMB 
Pauses $11B in Army 
Corps Projects
• During the federal government 

shutdown, Russ Vought, the Director 
of the White House Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
took steps to cancel, pause, or 
evaluate funding.

• On Oct. 17, 2025, Vought placed on 
hold $11 billion in USACE projects to 
focus efforts on life and safety 
projects.  

• USACE indicated it could take 
further actions to “limit, cancel or 
reprioritize resources”.

• This action indicates that certain 
Congressionally supported projects 
may lack Administration backing.

• USACE has not disclosed the paused 
projects.



Opportunities Ahead



CWPPRA 
Reauthorization
• The Coastal Wetland Planning, 

Protection, and Restoration Act 
(CWPPRA) takes a portion of 
funds (~17%) from federal 
excise taxes on fishing 
equipment, boat fuel tax, and 
import duties to go to coastal 
restoration in Louisiana. 

• Congress reauthorized 
CWPPRA through 2026 in the 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. 

• Reauthorization could occur 
through the upcoming surface 
transportation bill in 2026, 
though an extension is likely.

• Related legislation would close 
an online tax loophole and 
increase available funds. 



Water Resources 
Development Act of 
2026

• Congress intends to continue 
the biannual tradition of 
passing WRDA bills in 2026.

• House & Senate Committees 
have conducted an oversight 
hearing of USACE in 
September to lay 
groundwork.

• Observers expect the WRDA 
requests portal to open in 
January for Congress to 
submit priorities.



America the Beautiful Act 
• Congress is discussing 

reauthorizing the Great 
American Outdoors Act (GAOA) 
for up to 8 years through 
legislation titled “America the 
Beautiful Act.”

• GAOA permanently authorized 
$900M a year for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) and $9.5B to address 
the maintenance backlog at 
national parks through the 
Legacy Restoration Fund.

• Offshore oil and gas revenues 
are the primary source of 
funding for these initiatives.

• Could GOMESA be improved 
through this legislation, such as 
eliminating the cap or 
increasing the percentage? Members of House Natural Resources conduct a hearing on reauthorizing the 

Great American Outdoors Act at the Grand Teton National Park.



Great American Outdoors Act impact to Louisiana via 
Legacy Restoration Fund thus far



New Version of 
RISEE Act

• The Reinvesting  In Shoreline 
Economies and Ecosystems Act 
(RISEE Act) proposed to initiate 
revenue sharing from offshore wind 
and increase GOMESA revenue 
sharing.

• The legislation has been led by 
Senator Whitehouse (D-RI) and 
Senator Cassidy the past two 
Congresses.  Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (D-
TX) led the effort in the House.

• RISEE has not been reintroduced 
this year, given the fierce opposition 
to offshore wind from President 
Trump.

• The bills sponsors are developing a 
new version to link energy 
development with coastal funding. 
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Offshore Parity Act Reintroduction

Rep. Carter and 
Rep. Ezell (R-MS) 
are in discussions 
about re-
introducing this 
legislation to 
extend the state 
waters of LA, MS, 
and AL to 9 
nautical miles for 
energy and 
fisheries 
management. 



Coastal Storm Risk 
Management Trust 
Fund Act

• Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-NJ-2) is 
drafting legislation to create a 
trust fund for coastal projects 
through the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

• Known as the Coastal Storm 
Risk Management Trust Fund 
Act, the bill would dedicate 
hundreds of millions from 
offshore energy revenues to 
the Army Corps for budgeting 
for coastal projects.

• Bill seeks to address struggle 
for coastal projects to get 
federal funding outside of 
disaster supplementals. 



SPEED Act legislation

• Chairman Bruce Westerman (R-
AR) and Rep. Jared Golden (D-ME) 
introduced the Standardizing 
Permitting and Expediting 
Economic Development (SPEED) 
Act to reform NEPA and reduce 
permitting delays resulting from 
protracted judicial review. 

• The bipartisan SPEED Act could be 
the foundation of permitting 
reform that remains a priority 
topic for 2026.  Permitting reform 
could get connected to 
reauthorization of the surface 
transportation bill.

• CPRA, C&E, DEQ, and LED signed a 
letter in support of the legislation.

Chairman Westerman during a tour of coastal 
wetlands in Louisiana in August 2025.



Questions?
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