
 
  Coastal Protection & Restoration Authority Board Meeting 

Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 9:30 AM 

State Capitol Building-Committee Room 5 

900 N. Third Street 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 

The following constitute minutes of the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority Board Meeting and are not a verbatim transcript of the proceedings. Audio and video 

recordings of the meetings are available for viewing and kept at the Office of the Governor-Coastal Activities Office in Baton Rouge, LA.  

 

I. Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance 

 

II. Roll Call 

Chairman Gordon Dove                                                         Present 

Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR     Present 

Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF       Present  

Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Burdette, DEQ      Present 

Mrs. Vickii Melius for Lt, Gov. Billy Nungesser     Present 

Tony Alford, Gov’s Advisory Comm      Present 

Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin       Absent 

Cong. Joseph Cao, Pontchartrain Basin      Absent 

Chad Courville Teche/Vermillion       Present  

Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin      Present 

Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin       Present 

Robert Jordan Teche/Vermillion Parish      Present 

John Lane, Breton Sound Basin       Present 

Calcasieu/Sabine Basin       Vacant 

Rep. Zeringue, Ex-officio, Designee of the Speaker of the House    Present 

Sen. Hensgens, Ex-officio, Designee of the President of the Senate   Absent 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by: Mr. Bourgeois 
Seconded by: Pres. Jewell 
Unanimously Approved 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by: Mr. Alford 
Second by: Mr. Jewell 
Unanimously Approved 

V. Old Business / Announcements 

 

VI. USACE Update – Col. Jones, USACE New Orleans District (video: 0:09:05) 

Col. Jones provided a brief update to the board on Reducing Risk throughout South Louisiana: Eight FRM systems in active construction; 

There undergoing feature design; two active FRM studies; and two resiliency GRR studies underway. He updated that the 2025 MS River 

High Water is currently in Phase I flood fight; phase 1 activated on Feb 24, Apr 14, & May 13.; Bonnet Carre’ spillway operation is currently 

not forecasted (highest mainstem flows since 2020). Col. Jones all updated on the USACE 2025 Hurricane Season Prep: The 13 PCCP 

pumps scheduled for repair this season successfully completed wet testing on May 30; all 17 PCCP pumps are fully restored and postured 

for 2025 hurricane season.  

 

VII. Implementation Update – Clay Parker, CPRA (video 00:43:01)  

Mr. Parker updated the Board on the latest progress of various projects around the coast. CPRA has 105 active projects with 38 are in 

construction, 64 in engineering and design, with 3 more in the planning stage. Of the projects now being constructed 15 are hurricane 



 
protection projects. Mr. Parker also updated that The Louisiana Trustee Implementation Group and Open Ocean Trustee Implementation 

Group have released the Draft Joint Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment #1 for public review and comment. (Comments due 

no later than July 16, 2025). The total estimated cost to implement the preferred restoration alternatives is approximately $360 million. The 

TIGs propose allocating $247 million from Deepwater Horizon NRDA settlement funds to restore vital habitats and fisheries around the 

Chandeleur Islands: $10 million for the Fisheries Engagement and Restoration Project; $237 million for the implementation of Chandeleur 

Islands Habitat Restoration Alternative 5. In closing, Mr. Parker provided a few CPRA highlights: CPRA has been awarded a $60 million 

grant from the RESTORE Council to support the construction of the River Reintroduction into Maurepas Swamp Project;  The Louisiana 

Legislature has unanimously adopted CPRA’s 2026 Annual Plan, advancing a record-breaking $1.98 billion investment in coastal 

restoration and protection—the largest single-year investment in the program’s history; With over 1,300 attendees, this was the largest 

State of the Coast Conference to date—and CPRA was proud to co-host alongside the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana and the 

Water Institute; Congrats to Kenny G on his retirement from CPRA.  

 

VIII. State and CPRA Hurricane Preparation Update – Bradley Barth, CPRA and Mark Ward, GOHSEP 

• CPRA Operations Division-Hurricane Preparedness – Brad Barth, CPRA (video: 00:55:14) 

Mr. Barth provided an update on CPRA’s Emergency Management. He stated that CPRA is responsible for flood protection infrastructure 

and integrated coastal protection projects across the Louisiana Coastal Area. CRPA Pre-Event preparedness entails but not limited to: 

Maintaining EOP which outlines CPRA’s pre-and post-storm activities duties; coordinating with the USACE and the local levee districts 

within the coastal area; Maintains a list of levee district items; Hurricane Gage Monitoring System; Provides ADCIRC Forecasting to assist 

Levee districts w/gate closure decisions. During an Event, CPRA’s role: Provides staff and capability to support the State’s EOC. CPRA 

staffs the EOC’s ESF-3 infrastructure desk and coordinates with local, state, and federal entities including parish governments, levee 

boards, and other jurisdictions in Louisiana’s Coastal Zone. Mr. Barth closed with the post event role: CPRA performs damage 

assessments; coordinates inspections with the appropriate local and federal authorities; where issues are found, make requests to the 

USACE for Federal assistance.  

 
 

• Louisiana’s Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness – Mark Ward, GOHSEP 

(video: 0:1:06:48) Mr. Ward provided the board with a forecast for the upcoming hurricane season (they are expecting a moderately-active 

season). He indicated that NOAA has predicted 13-19 storms (with 7 likely being hurricane and 3 to 5 being major hurricanes) with 70% 

confidence in their predictions. Mr. Ward stated that in preparation, GOHSEP has several training exercises in the months leading up to 

the season where they plan out logistics statewide.  

 
 

IX. Executive Session – Pursuant to La. R.S. 42:16, 42:17 A(2) (10) (attorney/client privilege & deliberative process privilege) 

and 42:19 A (1)(dd)(ii): 

1. Discussion and status of the pending lawsuits, legal advice, and related matters relating to the Mid-Barataria Sediment 

Diversion  



 
a. “Jurisich Oysters, LLC; Ameripure Processing, Inc.; Matthew Tesvich; International Marine Mammal Project of Earth 

Island Institute; Alert Project of Earth Island Institute; and Earth Island Institute v. United States Army Corps of 

Engineers; U.S. National Marine Fisheries Services; and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Docket No. 2:24-cv-00106, 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana”  

i. Intervenors: Environmental Defense Fund, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, Orleans Audubon Society, and 
Cajun Fishing Adventures, Inc. 

ii. Subject Matter of the Federal Litigation: Plaintiffs allege claims against the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers for violation of the National Environmental Policy Act and the Administrative Procedures Act, and 
against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service for violations of the 
Endangered Species Act. 

b. “Plaquemines Parish Government v. Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Case No. 68-526, Div. B, 25th 
Judicial District Court, Parish of Plaquemines, State of Louisiana” 

i. Intervenors:  Richard Blink, Foster Creppel, Kevin Crossen, Alicia Dardar, Timothy Dardar, Ryan Lambert, 
Michael Mariana, and Harold Hunter White, III 

ii. Subject Matter of the State Court Litigation: Parish alleges that CPRA did not comply with local ordinances 
relative to construction of the Mid Barataria Sediment Diversion project. 

iii. Recommended legal advice  
c. Pursuant to request and settlement demand from AWA contractor, strategy, discussion, and recommendations 

pursuant to legal advice concerning AWA’s contract and approval of recommended contractual documents, as 
approved by legal, and authorized negotiations and signatures for documents. Open discussion would reveal legal 
advice and strategy and could thwart strategic negotiations of the public body. 
VOTE ON ITEM C (green=yes, red= absent) 
MOTIONED BY: Mr. Alford 
2ND BY: Mr. Bourgeois 

Chairman Gordon "Gordy" Dove ✓ 

Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR ✓ 

Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF ✓ 

Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Courtney Burdette, LDEQ ✓ 

Mrs. Vickii Melius for Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Lt. Gov's Office ✓ 

Mr. Tony Alford, Gov's Adv. Commission ✓ 

Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin 
Mr. Joseph Cao, Ponchartrain Basin 

Mr. Robert Jordan, Teche/Vermillion Basin  ✓ 

Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin ✓ 

Mr. Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin ✓ 

Mr. Chad Courville, Teche/Vermillion Basin ✓ 

Mr. John Lane, Breton Sound Basin ✓ 

VACANT, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin 
Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Designee of the Speaker of the House 
Sen. Bob Hensgens, Designee of the President of the Senate 
 

d. Pursuant to request and demand of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), strategy and discussion of 
permits status negotiations and legal advice with USACE and La. Department of Natural Resources, and approval of 
legal documents, as approved by legal, and authorized negotiations and signatures. Open discussions would reveal 
legal advice and strategy and could thwart strategic negotiations of the public body.  
VOTE ON ITEM D (green=yes, red= absent) 

MOTIONED BY: Mr. Bourgeois 

2ND BY: Mr. Hidalgo 

Chairman Gordon "Gordy" Dove ✓ 

Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR ✓ 

Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF ✓ 

Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Courtney Burdette, LDEQ ✓ 

Mrs. Vickii Melius for Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Lt. Gov's Office ✓ 

Mr. Tony Alford, Gov's Adv. Commission ✓ 



 
Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin 
Mr. Joseph Cao, Ponchartrain Basin 

Mr. Robert Jordan, Teche/Vermillion Basin  ✓ 

Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin ✓ 

Mr. Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin ✓ 

Mr. Chad Courville, Teche/Vermillion Basin ✓ 

Mr. John Lane, Breton Sound Basin ✓ 

VACANT, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin 
Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Designee of the Speaker of the House 
Sen. Bob Hensgens, Designee of the President of the Senate 

 
e. Pursuant to requests and demands of the Trustee Implementation Group (TIG) and the Louisiana Trustee 

Implementation Group (LATIG), strategy, discussions, and legal advice concerning negotiations with TIG/LATIG and 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) pertaining to resolutions, agreements, and/or settlement and approval 
of legal documents as approved by legal and authorized negotiations and signatures. Open discussion would reveal 
legal advice and strategy and could thwart strategic negotiations of the public body.  
VOTE ON ITEM E (green=yes, red= absent) 

Chairman Gordon "Gordy" Dove ✓ 

Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR ✓ 

Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF ✓ 

Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Courtney Burdette, LDEQ ✓ 

Mrs. Vickii Melius for Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Lt. Gov's Office ✓ 

Mr. Tony Alford, Gov's Adv. Commission ✓ 

Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin 
Mr. Joseph Cao, Ponchartrain Basin 

Mr. Robert Jordan, Teche/Vermillion Basin  ✓ 

Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin ✓ 

Mr. Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin ✓ 

Mr. Chad Courville, Teche/Vermillion Basin ✓ 

Mr. John Lane, Breton Sound Basin ✓ 

VACANT, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin 
Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Designee of the Speaker of the House 
Sen. Bob Hensgens, Designee of the President of the Senate 
 

1. Motion to enter Executive Session (green=yes, red= absent) 

Chairman Gordon "Gordy" Dove 
Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR 
Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF 
Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Courtney Burdette, LDEQ 
Ms. Vickii Melius for Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Lt. Gov's Office 
Mr. Tony Alford, Gov's Adv. Commission 
Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin 
Mr. Joseph Cao, Ponchartrain Basin 
Mr. Robert Jordan, Teche/Vermillion Basin  
Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin 
Mr. Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin 
Mr. Chad Courville, Teche/Vermillion Basin 
Mr. John Lane, Breton Sound Basin 
VACANT, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin 
Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Designee of the Speaker of the House 
Sen. Bob Hensgens, Designee of the President of the Senate 
Attendees: Clay Parker, CPRA, Jules Hebert-Atty, Brian Marceaux-Atty, and Rep. Orgeron 

o Public Comment  

 
2. Motion to exit Executive Session (green=yes, red= absent) 

Chairman Gordon "Gordy" Dove 
Mr. Dustin Davidson for Sec. Tyler Gray, DENR 
Sec. Tyler Bosworth LDWF 
Mr. Jerry Lang for Sec. Courtney Burdette, LDEQ 
Ms. Vickii Melius for Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Lt. Gov's Office 
Mr. Tony Alford, Gov's Adv. Commission 



 
Pres. Matthew Jewell, Barataria Basin 
Mr. Joseph Cao, Ponchartrain Basin 
Mr. Robert Jordan, Teche/Vermillion Basin  
Mr. Dwayne Bourgeois, Terrebonne Basin 
Mr. Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin 
Mr. Chad Courville, Teche/Vermillion Basin 
Mr. John Lane, Breton Sound Basin 
VACANT, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin 
Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Designee of the Speaker of the House (had to leave) 
Sen. Bob Hensgens, Designee of the President of the Senate 
Attendees: Clay Parker, CPRA, Jules Hebert-Atty, Brian Marceaux-Atty, and Rep. Orgeron 

o Public comment 

 

 

X. Public Comment 

 

XI. Adjourn 

Motion by: Sec. Bosworth 
Seconded by: Mr. Bourgeois 

 


