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Key Trump Administration Figures
Confirmed

Doug Burgum, Secretary of Interior

Lee Zeldin, EPA Administrator

Russ Vought, OMB Director

Nominated

Dr. Neil Jacobs, NOAA Administrator

Brian Nesvik, US Fish & Wildlife Service Director

Nominee To Be Decided

Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works

FEMA Administrator

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Director

Burgum
Zeldin

Vought Jacobs

Nesvik



Notable President Trump Executive Orders
EO 14148, Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions
Removes Government-wide approach to climate, environmental justice focus, and pro-

union infrastructure policies.

EO 14154, Unleashing American Energy
Prioritizes energy exploration and production, expedites energy permitting, and 

terminates ‘Green New Deal’ policies.

EO 14156, Declaring a National Energy Emergency
Aims to give legal justification for expediting permitting for energy projects.

EO 14172, Restoring Names that Honor American Greatness
Renames the Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America

EO 14213, Establishing the National Energy Dominance Council 
Elevates energy issues to the White House via Dept. of Interior Leadership.

EO 14192, Unleashing Prosperity through Deregulation
Establishes goal of ten regulations removed for each additional regulation issued.

Memo: Temporary Withdrawal of All Areas on the Outer Continental 

Shelf from Offshore Wind Leasing and Review of the Federal 

Government’s Leasing and Permitting Practices for Wind Projects
Pause on most federal actions related to wind.

National Energy Dominance Council leadership visits Plaquemines 

Parish for Venture Global expansion announcement in March 2025. 

Photo credit Jack Brock, AP.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-28/pdf/2025-01901.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-29/pdf/2025-01956.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-29/pdf/2025-02003.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-31/pdf/2025-02096.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-20/pdf/2025-02928.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-06/pdf/2025-02345.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-29/pdf/2025-01966.pdf


DoD Revokes Project Labor Agreement Mandate

Background

• Project Labor Agreement (PLA): a pre-hire 

collective bargaining agreement between a 

construction union and a contractor, 

establishing terms and conditions of 

employment for a specific project, including 

wages, benefits, and dispute resolution. 

• President Biden’s EO 14063 mandated PLAs for 

federal construction contacts over $35 

million.

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would have 

to enter into a PLA for certain civil works 

projects, including those that CPRA serves as 

the non-Federal sponsor such as West Shore 

Lake Pontchartrain. 

• Thanks to Congressman Higgins, CPRA’s Glenn 

Ledet was invited to testify to the House 

Oversight Committee on the concerns about 

cost escalation, reduced bids, project delays, 

and reduced Louisiana workforce 

opportunities. 

PLA Mandate Rescinded

• On February 7, the Dept. of Defense removed 

the PLA requirement, instructing the Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Procurement) 

to instead refrain from using PLAs.  This 

instruction applies to U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers projects. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-02-09/pdf/2022-02869.pdf


New Louisiana Delegation Roles & Absences

Senator John Kennedy

• Chairman of Energy & Water Appropriations Subcommittee 

• Jurisdiction U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Congresswoman Julia Letlow

• Joined National Security, Dept. of State Appropriations Subcommittee 

• Departed Energy & Water Appropriations Subcommittee

House Transportation & Infrastructure

• Oversees U.S. Army Corps of Engineers policy, such as WRDA

• No Louisiana representation, as Rep. Carter changed 

committees and former Rep. Graves departed Congress

House Natural Resources

• Oversees Department of Interior policies, such as GOMESA

• No Louisiana representation, as former Rep. Graves departed Congress



Full-Year Continuing Resolution for FY25 Passed

H.R. 1968, the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations & 

Extensions Act of 2025 was signed into law on March 

15. The law funds the federal government through 

September 30, 2025.

Key Takeaways

No Congressional report language enacted.

USACE funding will be allocated by work plan to 

active projects.

• $143M Investigations

• $1.8B Construction

• $368M MR&T

• $5.5B O&M

FY24 repurposed $1.4B in unobligated USACE funds 

from IIJA to Construction.  Those funds are not 

available for FY25.

FY25 earmarks removed. FY24 earmarks remain.

FY26 Appropriations Requests Solicited 

• Senator Cassidy – Due March 28

• Congresswoman Letlow – Due March 28

• Leader Scalise – Due March 28

• Remaining delegation – TBD 

Earmark Value Sponsor

Morganza $93 M Cassidy, Kennedy, 

Scalise

Southwest 

Coastal

$20 M Kennedy

WBV $11.7 M Kennedy

Upper Barataria 

Basin

$10 M Cassidy, Kennedy

MRGO Ecosystem $5 M Cassidy, Kennedy

Southwest LA $1.9 M Higgins

Lower MS River $3.5 M Cassidy

St. Tammany $3.25 M Cassidy, Kennedy, 

Scalise

South Central 

Coastal

$1 M Kennedy, Higgins

LPV $500 K Kennedy

Pointe Celeste $200 K Kennedy

Removed Coastal Earmarks

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1968/text


USACE Releases American Relief Act Work Plan

Louisiana Funding - ~$21.4M
• $4.3M – Livingston Parish Environmental Infrastructure

• $5.7M – Atchafalaya Basin

• $1M – MS Delta Region- Davis Pond levee

• $4.6M – Old River

• $5.7M – Tensas Basin, Red River Backwater 

• $24.7M – Mississippi River Levee repairs in various states,

including Louisiana

MR&T Work Plan 

Construction Work Plan 



FY25 Budget Reconciliation Update
Senate Action

The Senate passed its Concurrent Resolution on the 

Budget for Fiscal year 2025 52-48 on February 25.  

The resolution instructs committees to adjust 

spending by $340 billion for FY25-FY34 related to 

the border, defense, and energy, with offsets. 

House Action

In a major win for Speaker Johnson, the Concurrent 

Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2025 passed 

the House 217 – 215 on February 25. The 

The resolution provides instructions for $4.6T in tax 

provisions, offset by $2T in spending cuts.

Next Step

The committees named in the budget resolution will 

report legislation in line with the directives from 

the budget resolution.  

The Budget Committee in each chamber will 

package these responses together into a single bill. 

Speaker Johnson on Feb. 24, 2025. Kent Nishimura, Getty Images.

“We got it done. This is the first important 

step in opening up the reconciliation 

process. We have a lot of hard work ahead 

of us. We are going to deliver the America 

First agenda.” – Speaker Johnson



WRDA 2024 Public Comment Period Open

WRDA 2024, the Thomas R. Carper 

Water Resources Development Act

Timing

On March 6, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

announced the 60-day comment period for 

WRDA 2024, which concludes on April 28.

Submission Guide

Comments to Docket COE-2024-0004 can 

be submitted through the Federal 

eRulemaking Portal, email, or mail.  See 

here for details.

Upcoming Virtual Listening Sessions 

(Webex Link)

• March 26, 1-3 CST

• April 2, 1-3 CST (tribal focus)

• April 9, 1-3 CST

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4367/text?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22s.+4367%22%7D
https://www.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/News-Release-Article-View/Article/4109634/water-resources-development-act-of-2024-public-comment-period/
https://usace1.webex.com/meet/WRDA2024


Questions?


