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Governor Edwards’ Coastal Priorities

• Climate Initiatives Task Force

• Pursuing initiatives that will ensure a sustainable 
oyster industry

• Growing, diversifying, and protecting the economy 
through coastal protection and restoration

• Coastal Innovation and Collaboration Hub

• Pursuing a more integrated approach to 
the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers



River Management – Multiple Missions



River Management – Holistic View

• Lowermost Mississippi River Management Study – State
• Lower Mississippi River Comprehensive Management 

Study - Federal



LMRMP - State

•Support the long-term sustainability of the coast 
and reduce land loss to the extent possible

•Maintain and enhance channels that support use of 
the LMR for navigation

•Enhance the health of ecosystems associated with 
the LMR

•Mitigate threats to communities and infrastructure 
posed by river flooding

•Support holistic management of LMR water and 
sediment resources to maximize benefits across all 
missions.



LMRMP - State

•Extensive Outreach

•Information useable by the 
community

•“What-Ifs” – Long terms

•Real-world consequences



LMR Comp - Federal



Atchafalaya River



Nutrient Management

•Bipartisan Infrastructure Law – Gulf Hypoxia Program –
support nutrient reduction strategies

•Monitoring and Best Practices

•About 370 Certified Louisiana Master Farmers

•LDAF and LDEQ efforts in 2022:
•decreased N by almost 8,900 lbs
•decreased P by almost 1,900 lbs
•Decreased sediment by 376,000 lbs

•Act 228 of 2022 authorizes stormwater utility systems

•Work continues through the EPA – Hypoxia Task Force



Nutrient Management – Reconnect the River



Nutrient Management



Future



COAST AL  PROT ECT ION AND REST ORAT ION AUT HORIT Y 13

C OASTAL  PROT E C T IO N AND  R E STO R AT IO N AU T HO R IT Y AU G U ST  16 ,  2 0 2 3

CONNECT WITH US!

@LouisianaCPRA

Brian.Lezina@la.gov


