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LOUISIANA 2022 CLIMATE ACTION PLAN



LOUISIANA’S MARKET DRIVERS
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CPRA FISCAL YEAR 2024 ANNUAL PLAN
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Fiscal Year 2024

DEVELOPING BLUE CARBON AS A 
FUNDING STREAM TO SUPPORT 

LOUISIANA'S COASTAL PROGRAM

Beaux Jones 



Blue carbon describes the ability 
of aquatic and wetland plants to 
capture and store carbon from 
the air. 

The carbon captured in coastal 
wetlands presents an opportunity 
for restoration and infrastructure 
protection projects to generate 
greenhouse gas offset credits 
and incentivize private 
investment through the revenue 
that can be generated from 
carbon credit markets.
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WHAT IS BLUE 
CARBON?



• 1 acre of Louisiana marsh
accumulates
1,466 kg of carbon per year

• 1 acre of average forest globally 
accumulates 
18 kg of carbon per year

• 1 acre of Louisiana marsh 
accumulates the same carbon 
as 80 acres of average forest
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LA WETLANDS 
CAPTURE CARBON 
AT HIGH RATES

Global mean rates from McLeod et al. (2011)

Coastal Louisiana marshes from Baustian et al. (2017, 2020)
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COASTAL CARBON TIMELINE



• $2B in transactions in 2021
• $5.80 average price per ton
• 46% in Forestry and Land Use

Voluntary Carbon Market

Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace. 2021. ‘Market in Motion’, State of Voluntary Carbon Markets 2021, Installment 1. Washington 
DC: Forest Trends Association.



Market Revenue 
For Coastal 
Master Plan

State’s Net Zero 
Goal

Comprehensive 
Quantification of 
Coastal Carbon 

Benefit
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CARBON PROGRAM GOALS
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INTENDED RESEARCH PARTNERS 
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ONGOING CARBON RESEARCH 



Pathway to Louisiana Coastal Carbon Standard Implementation
Reducing Uncertainty in Science and Assessing Accreditation 

Mechanism to Improve the Value Proposition
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Quantify 
Processes of 
Carbon Loss, 
Storage, and 
Flow

Quantify GHG 
Release

Quantify 
Methanogenic 
Communities

Quantify Coastal  
Carbon Lateral 
Flux
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a) Develop the Accreditation 
Framework

Louisiana 
Carbon 

Accreditation 
Mechanism 
Established

b) Develop Coastwide quantification and forecast model to Support 
Accreditation Implementation



Baton Rouge
1110 RIVER ROAD SOUTH, SUITE 200

BATON ROUGE, LA 70802

New Orleans
2021 LAKESHORE DRIVE, SUITE 310

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70122

WWW.THEWATERINSTITUTE.ORG
@THEH2OINSTITUTE

bjones@thewaterinstitute.org
225-245-9450
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