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On the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
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Upcoming IIJA Opportunities – NOAA 
NOAA’s Coastal Habitat Restoration and Resilience 

Grants for Underserved Communities has been 

extended, now closing on October 5, 2022.

$10 million available for small grants ($75K - $1M) to 

projects for coastal habitat restoration are led by, or 

partnered with, underserved communities. Goal is to 

enhance coastal resilience to climate hazards for 

underserved communities.  Typical award size would 

be $250K - $500K over three years.

Projects can be for capacity building, such as regional 

planning, stakeholder engagement, and 

outreach/education. 

Projects could also be for restoration, such as demo 

projects, engineering & design, permitting, on-the-

ground restoration, or monitoring.

NOAA’s Marine Debris Removal grants opportunity has 

been extended, now closing on October 5, 2022.

Up to $56 million available for grants ($100K - $15M) 

through NOAA’s Marine Debris Program under the 

NOAA Office of Response and Restoration.

This competition focuses on two priorities: removing 

large marine debris ($1M - $15M) and using proven 

interception technologies to capture marine debris 

($100K - $1M).  Priorities are considered to be 

separate, parallel tracks. 

Funding description emphasizes collaboration with 

partners.  All proposals must describe how the project 

would advance equity and inclusion, particularly for 

underserved communities.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=341531
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=341537
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Upcoming IIJA Opportunities – Interior’s USFWS
Department of Interior’s Coastal Program Grants 

through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

$6 million available for small grants ($1 - $200K) to 

projects that contribute to coastal habitat 

conservation, particularly projects that benefit 

Federal trust species and assist with adaption to 

changing climate. 

Can be capacity building for coastal communities to 

better conserve fish and wildlife.  

Can also be directed to complementing 

conservation efforts on National Wildlife Refuges.

Proposals are considered on a rolling basis.  

Applications close on September 30, 2022. 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=336964
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Upcoming Opportunity from 2021 Disaster Supplemental – FEMA

FEMA’s $60 million Swift Current Initiative for Flood Mitigation 

Assistance (FMA) closes on October 3, 2022.  

$40 million available to Louisiana. Funding is to address severe 

repetitive loss/repetitive loss of NFIP-insured unmitigated 

properties. 

Eligible projects include property acquisition, structure 

demolition/relocation, structure elevation, dry flood proofing of 

historic structures, non-structural retrofitting, mitigation 

reconstruction, and structural retrofitting. 

State governments of LA, MS, NJ, and PA are the eligible 

applicants.

Justice40 Initiative applies to this funding, reflecting the Biden 

Administration goal to direct at least 40% of climate-related 

funding to disadvantaged communities.

VP Harris announced FEMA Swift Current funding to Louisiana in 

Sunset, LA, in March.  Photo Scott Clause, USA Today Network

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2022/03/21/30-million-rural-internet-grant-brings-vp-kamala-harris-sunset-la/9458338002/
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The Inflation Reduction Act
H.R. 5376, the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), 

passed the U.S. Senate 51-50 on August 7, 

passed the U.S. House 207-200 on August 12, 

and was signed by the President on August 16. 

The Inflation Reduction Act was a budgetary bill 

that passed through a simple majority via a once-

a-year legislative vehicle known as budget 

reconciliation.  

Budget reconciliation bills must be limited to 

budgetary matters. The “Byrd Rule” in the Senate 

precludes policy provisions from being included. 

The Senate Parliamentarian makes such 

determinations.  

The IRA raised $737B, spent $437B, and applied 

$300+B to deficit reduction.

According to the White House, “The Inflation 

Reduction Act represents the most aggressive 

action to combat the climate crisis and improve 

American energy security in our nation’s 

history.”

Signing of the Inflation Reduction Act.  Credit: AP Photo, Susan Walsh

https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/Penn-experts-explain-Inflation-Reduction-Act
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The Inflation Reduction Act

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/inflation_reduction_act_one_page_summary.pdf

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/inflation_reduction_act_one_page_summary.pdf
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The Inflation Reduction Act – Key Funding Opportunities 

• $3 billion for Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grants through EPA.

• $2.6 billion to conserve and restore coastal habitats through NOAA.

• $750 million for federal agencies to conduct NEPA reviews for infrastructure projects.

• $250 million for wildlife recovery and habitat restoration related ESA listed species and/or to 

National Wildlife Refuges and state wildlife management areas through USFWS. 
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The Inflation Reduction Act – Key Energy Provisions

The IRA ensures that offshore oil & gas activity is conducted in concert with offshore wind. This situation 

has relevance for coastal funding through GOMESA and potentially RISEE/BREEZE.

• The IRA limits Dept. of Interior’s ability to issue renewable energy leases.  No offshore wind leases can 

be issued unless Interior has auction off at least 60 million acres on the outer continental shelf and 

executed a lease in that sale in the previous year. 

• The IRA reinstates ease sale 257 from Nov. 2021, which totaled $191 million.  It also requires 3 more 

offshore oil & gas lease sales by 2023.

• The IRA lifts the moratorium on offshore wind in the Mid- to South Atlantic and Eastern Gulf of Mexico.  

Those areas had been put off limits to all energy leasing in the Trump Administration.

• The IRA provides $100 million for offshore wind planning, transmission, and development. 

• The IRA incentivizes offshore wind by providing a 30% tax credit for offshore wind projects that begin 

construction prior to 2026. The IRA also makes tax credits available for domestic production of wind 

turbine components and vessels. 
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The Inflation Reduction Act – Pending 

Manchin-Schumer Deal on Energy 

Permitting Reform
To secure his vote on the Inflation Reduction Act, Chairman 

Manchin obtained a commitment from Majority Leader Schumer 

on permitting reform, specifically for energy projects.

The reform proposal would designate high priority national 

projects, set maximum timelines, address litigation delays, clarify 

jurisdiction, and achieve West Virginian priorities. Critics argue 

enforcement mechanisms to achieve these goals is lacking.

Legislative text to be introduced today.  Legislation would ride 

along a continuing resolution to fund the government, which 

could happen on Sept. 30 or in December.

Republicans released a counter proposal.  Progressives have 

opposed the deal.

60 votes needed for passage.  Must have bipartisan support. 

https://www.manchin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/energy_permitting_provisions.pdf?cb

