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CPRA provides $2.7 million for  

flood protection improvements in St. Mary Parish  

 

BATON ROUGE, LA.—Sept. 28, 2017— Work to improve an area serving as flood protection in 

the Morgan City area will soon begin with the provision of $2.7 million in funding from the 

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) toward engineering, design and 

construction costs.   

“CPRA is pleased to provide funding to St. Mary Parish in support of continued work necessary 

to achieve 100-year level of flood protection,” said CPRA Chairman Johnny Bradberry.  “When 

we combine efforts and resources, great things happen.” 

In collaboration with the St. Mary Parish Government and the St. Mary Levee District, the St. 

Mary Consolidated Gravity Drainage District No. 2 is managing this project to increase 

protection and sustainability by adding elevation to a half-mile stretch of land beneath the road 

bed of Highway 70, an important evacuation route that serves as a levee near Lake End 

Park.  The Drainage District awarded the $2.7 million construction contract to Barriere 

Construction of Metairie and work is expected to begin in October.  

This effort is part of the parish master plan for comprehensive improvements to the Morgan 

City levee system to provide a 100-year level of flood protection, and is consistent with CPRA’s 

Coastal Master Plan goals and principles. Located at the southern end of the Atchafalaya Basin 

Floodway, St. Mary Parish is in danger of inundation when water is diverted into the basin to 

relieve pressure on Mississippi River levees. Additionally, storm water runoffs from the 

Atchafalaya and Lake Verret Basins, as well as storm surge from the Gulf of Mexico, pose a risk 

to people, property and industry. 



 

 

“I’m proud of the cooperation and teamwork of the parish, the levee district, the drainage 

district and the state CPRA,” said St. Mary Parish President David Hanagriff. “This is a model for 

how, working together, we can get things done.”  

CPRA is working with the St. Mary Parish Consolidated Gravity District No. 2 on other 

increments of levee improvement, including currently providing $6.2 million for the 

engineering, design, and construction of a 2.5 mile levee stretch immediately south of the LA 70 

improvement project. The 2.5 mile stretch is now under construction and scheduled for 

completion next spring. 

CPRA:  COMMITTED TO OUR COAST 

CPRA is the single state entity with the authority to articulate a clear statement of priorities and 

to focus development and implementation efforts to achieve comprehensive coastal protection 

for Louisiana. CPRA integrates coastal restoration and hurricane protection by marshaling the 

expertise of federal, state and local political subdivisions, including levee districts. 

Louisiana has lost approximately 1,900 square miles of land and marsh over the last 90 years 

due to a number of factors, including subsidence, a lack of sediment delivery, rising sea levels 

and saltwater intrusion expedited by manmade canals. 

To combat this, CPRA develops and implements the Louisiana Coastal Master Plan, a suite of 

strategic projects which aim to provide multiple lines of defense, including green infrastructure 

such as outer barrier island restoration, marsh and ridge restoration, levees, levee walls and 

floodgates.  

Since 2007 CPRA has improved more than 282 miles of levees for communities in the coastal 

zone, and dredged more than 120 million cubic yards of sediment to restore and benefit more 

than 36,000 acres of coastal land, including more than 60 miles of barrier islands and berms 

constructed or now under construction. 

To learn more about the CPRA and Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable 

Coast, go to http://coastal.la.gov. 

 

### 
Louisiana’s Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority is the single state entity with authority to 

develop, articulate, implement, and enforce a comprehensive coastal protection and restoration 

Master Plan of unified vision to reduce hurricane storm surge flood impact, to restore our bountiful 

natural resources, to build land to protect our nation’s critical energy infrastructure, and to secure 

Louisiana’s coast now and for future generations.  

http://coastal.la.gov/

