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2017 Coastal Master Plan: Public Hearing Transcripts

Overview

In an effort to engage citizens and stakeholders across coastal Louisiana, open public meetings
were held to provide overviews of the draft versions of both the 2017 Coastal Master Plan and
the FY18 Annual Plan. During the hearings, CPRA solicited feedback and comments to be
considered in the implementation of the final plans.

The following Public Hearing Transcripts include a full franscription of spoken word from the four
public hearing meetings conducted by CPRA staff during the public comment period.
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Page | 2



A w N

O 0 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

COASTAL PROTECTION AND RESTORATION AUTHORITY:

REPORTED BY:

APPEARANCES

MR. MICHAEL ELLIS
MR. BREN HAAS
MR. CHIP KLINE
MR. NICK SPERYER

Belynda Champagne, CCR-RPR

Page | 3



A W N R

O 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

INDEX

CPRA

Mr. Chip Haas (Master Plan)

PUBLIC SPEAKERS

CPRA

Mr. Michael Ellis (Annual Plan)

PUBLIC SPEAKERS

PAGE NO.

15

PAGE NO.

51

PAGE NO.

99

PAGE NO.

111

Page | 4



A wWN R

O 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PROCEEDINGS:

MR. KLINE: So, we're going to go ahead
and get things started here tonight. My name
is Chip Kline. I serve as a deputy director
for Coastal activities in the governor's
office. I want to take this opportunity to
welcome all of you here tonight. It's always
good to be here in Southwest Louisiana, and
particularly, here in Lake Charles.

So, tonight is the first of four public
hearings that we'll be holding across coastal
Louisiana, seeking your input on the FY-2018
Annual Plan and the updated 2017 Master Plan
for a sustainable coast.

So, I would invite all of you tonight to
take the opportunity to make a public comment.
I would urge you to make public comments.
Feel free to, if you feel the need, be
critical in a productive and constructive
manner. I would ask -- but this is our
opportunity to hear from you, what you like
about the plan, what you don't like about the
plan, what you would like to see more of or to
pose questions to us that you would like for

our agency to respond to in the weeks and the
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days ahead for this plan, the master plan,
that's presented back to the CPRA board and
also to the Louisiana legislature.

So, there will be four public hearings
across the coast gathering input. The plan
will then be presented back to the CPRA board
in March or April. Then the plan is formally
submitted to the Louisiana legislature where
it goes through four legislative committees.
It's quite an effort to get a plan of this
nature through the legislature. I'm not aware
of any other agency in the state that has to
go through four legislative committees to get
a plan approved, but it's a process that we
welcome because of the back and forth and the
give and take that we have throughout this
process.

One of the things that I want to touch on
before we get into the public comments and
before I ask Mayor Roach to come up here, the
master plan is not a new concept. This is
not -- the 2007 to '17 draft master plan is
not a document that we're starting from
scratch over. This is a document that builds

upon the first master plan which was developed
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in 2007. It builds upon the initiatives and
the programs and the projects that were called
for in the 2012 master plan.

So, the 2017 plan builds upon all those
plans, all of those concepts, all of those
programs that were called for but one of the
things that you will hear from Bren and his
team tonight is how we have better science,
how we have better models, how we have better
innovative ways to predict the future of
coastal Louisiana and to better plan for a
sustainable coast.

So, one of the things that we've been
hearing regularly is, you know, why is
Governor Edwards, you know, scrapping all of
the previous work that's been done across the
coast and starting over? We're required by
law to update our master plan every five
years. So, this 2017 update is strictly an
update to the current master plan that's
guiding our efforts which, of course, is the
2012 master plan.

So, again, thank you all for coming.
Feel free to make public comments. We would

encourage you. We would welcome your input.
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We want to hear from you. I do want to take
this opportunity to welcome a few public
officials that are here tonight.

Of course, we have Mayor Randy Roach, the
mayor of Lake Charles. Mayor, where are you?
Oh, there he is, over there. We have Mayor
Bertrand from Lake Arthur. Mayor Bertrand in
here somewhere. I think he left. We have
Nic Hunter with the Calcasieu Police Jury. 1Is
Mr. Hunter here? In the back. We have Dennis
Scott with the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury.
He's right there. We have Mike Dever with the
Chenier Plain Restoration & Protection
Authority. Tina Horn, with the Chenier Plain
Restoration & Protection Authority. Scooter
Trosclair, and there's Scooter. We also have
Ms. Lori Cormier. Ms. Lori Cormier of
Calcasieu Parish was a member of the Coastal
Protection & Restoration Authority, and Ms.
Nedra Davis who is -- who else -- who did I
miss?

MS. BARNETT: Kay Barnett.

MR. KLINE: Kay Barnett with the Chenier
Plain Restoration.

Thank you, Kay, for being here.
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But Lori Cormier and Nedra Davis both
serve on the CPRA board.

Then finally, I want to recognize an
individual who actually sponsored, was a lead
legislative sponsor for the 2012, master plan.
That's Senator Blade Morrish.

I don't know how many of you ever have
the opportunity to ever come up to Baton Rouge
or attend committee hearings in Baton Rouge or
CPRA board meetings, but I wish that everyone
from Lake Charles and from Cameron Parish and
from Southwest Louisiana could see the way and
the manner in which Senator Morrish represents
this area. He does things the right way and
he does them for the right reasons.

And, Senator, I just want to thank you
for your efforts in the past, for your efforts
moving forward.

So without further ado, I think I'm going
to turn it over to Mayor Roach for some brief
opening remarks.

MR. ROACH: Thank you, Chip. And if you
had an agenda, you would see my name is not on
it. I'm just here to welcome you, welcome you

to the meeting and to thank you-all for coming
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out and to be a part of this public hearing.
You know, over the years, we have had quite a
discussion about Southwest Louisiana and the
Chenier plain. 1It's been very heartwarming
for me, and I say that in all sincerity, when
I say "heartwarming," because it really is
close to my heart.

Years ago in another life, I represented
Cameron Parish as a state representative and I
was somewhat involved in the coastal
initiative. They got started back in 1988.

To see how it has transformed from what it was
then and what it is now and the attention
that's being focused on Southwest Louisiana
really is heartwarming. It is something that
is somewhat overdue, but you can go into whys
and wherefores and what have you, but the
point is that we're here now and we are
focusing on the Chenier plain and it is part
of what we're doing here as a state and I
think other people in other areas of the state
know what the Chenier plain is about, and
that's due in large part to your efforts and
to the efforts of our legislative delegation

and another organizations that have been very
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involved in this process and some of the
individuals that are here tonight.

So, one of the persons I do want to
recognize, and I don't think it's anybody
that is probably not a stranger to many of
you, a young lady who has been very involved
in coastal issues for a very long time. She's
no longer serving as a parish president. She
was the parish president from the first
parish. I got to know her when she was
battling out many things, you know, for the
state and for her region, Charlotte Randolph
for the state.

Charlotte, thank you for coming over
tonight. I appreciate you being here.

I knew Charlotte as just an example of
many of you, and I can go and call you by
name, those of you who have been involved over
the years. I know sometimes it's hard to
recognize that progress is being made, but I
can tell you just by -- I come in out of the
issue because I'm not directly involved in it
now as mayor but I do come in out of the issue
and it's been very -- I've been very

encouraged by what I see in terms of the
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progress that's being made, in terms of
organization, involvement. Again, the public
input and focus has been placed here on
development in Southwest Louisiana.

As I was sitting over here and talking a
little bit about what goes on in the marsh,
and I was -- I saw a video over here. It
keeps rotating. One of the slides as it
rotated through was Barrier Island. It says
the Barrier Islands are a first offense. It
just dawned on me as I was watching that
slide, see how my mind works, how that slide
projection, you know, worked and it kind of
triggered something, said we missed it.

We were talking about the Chenier plain
back in 1988, early 1990s what we should have
done instead, we're talking about the Barrier
Islands. Because essentially, what the
Chenier plain is is what the Barrier Islands
used to be, but now because we live on this
side of the Mississippi, all the islands have
been filled in by the muddy Mississippi, the
sediment that has been deposited in this area
but the ridges that we talk about in Cameron

Parish, Hackberry Ridge, Little Chenier, Grand
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Chenier all the different ridges that we have
in Cameron Parish were formerly Barrier
Islands.

So, when we talk about protecting the
Chenier plain, we're talking about Barrier
Islands. Again, I'm not on your agenda. You
don't need to hear any more from me other than
to say thank you for coming out tonight, thank
you for doing what you're doing, thank you for
helping to keep the issue very much alive for
the folks here in Southwest Louisiana and all
across the state, because it's not really just
an us-type thing. 1It's a statewide thing.

The coastal plan is important for everybody in
Louisiana, even those who live up around the
Shreveport area and on the I-10 -- I mean, the
I-20 corridor. Those folks have as much
invested in that as well, and I will tell you
why. 1I'll tell you why I say that.

I say that because I do truly feel, truly
believe that the coast of Louisiana, coast of
Louisiana, the cultural part of Louisiana that
is supported by that coast, that way of life,
that unique way of life is very much a part of

the soul of Louisiana that sets us apart from
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other states in this country. So, that's
another reason why it is worth our energy, our
effort, and our money to make sure to preserve
this. So, thank you for coming out tonight,
doing your part, and I know that Chip and the
other guys are looking forward to your
comments. They're important and they do make
a difference. So, thank you all for being
here tonight and I apologize for having to
step out. If you can hear a little activity
in the next room over here, I was supposed to
go give them a welcome. I am on their agenda.
So, I'm running behind. Thank you so much.
MR. KLINE: Thank you, Mayor. I did fail
to mention earlier on, I think, the Chenier
Restoration Protection Authority and
Providence were providing the cookies, coffee
and refreshments over there. That was
unexpected but very much welcomed and the last
thing as I mentioned, I talked about the
approval process for this plant. I want
everybody in this room to recognize that this
is a draft plant. This is not the final plan.
So, the process is, is to take public comment,

to incorporate that into the document, and
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then that final plan will then be submitted to
the legislature.

So, I don't want anyone in here to think
that your comments are going to fall on deaf
ears, because in 2012, I think we made
somewhere in the neighborhood around of
20-plus, 22 changes to the master plan between
the draft plan that was released and the final
plan that was released to the legislature.

So, your comments are important and they
will be incorporated or we will take a hard
look, I guess I should say, at the comments
that you made and to determine whether or not
those will be incorporated into the final
plan.

So, I'm turning over to Mr. Nick Speryer,
who will be our facilitator, our MC, I guess
you could say, for tonight to take you through
the running ship.

MR. SPERYER: Thanks, Chip. I'll be
brief. Agenda for this afternoon will be
master plan presentation by Bren Haas,
director of planning for the CPRA followed by
public comments on the 2017 draft coastal

master plan followed by a quick presentation
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from Michael Ellis, director of CPRA and then
public comments on fiscal year 2018 annual
plan. So, as Chip and Mayor Roach welcome to
all of you here, I'd also like to welcome our
Facebook audience. You know, five years ago,
I'm not sure how much Facebook really existed,
but we are live on Facebook here tonight, and
we'll do that across the coast, again, just
trying to be more accessible in terms of the
information that we're presenting and
providing to the public so they can also
participate even if they're unable to be here
tonight.

If you haven't already done so, please
complete a speaker form if you plan on
speaking tonight. Raise your hand and we'll
walk around. Yellow sheets are for the annual
plan. White sheets are for the master plan.

So, with that, I'll turn it over to Bren
Haas to give you a presentation on the 2017
draft coastal master plan.

MR. HAAS: All right. Thanks, Nick.
Thank you, Chip. I appreciate that. Thank
you-all for being here. I certainly

appreciate you taking the time out and coming
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to hear what we have to say today. I'll be
reiterating a number of points I think that
Chip mentioned earlier, but I want to right
off the bat reiterate the fact that this is a
draft plan, and the reason we're here is to
hear your comments on that plan and, again,
just take those into consideration and
ultimately develop a final plan that is
hopefully as responsive as we can be for the
needs of our community.

I'11 let you know, even though this is
our first sort of official opportunity for a
public comment for a public hearing. We've
been doing a lot of work with many of your
representatives to get to the point we are, to
get to the point where we've, you know, put
the draft plan together and had that release.

So, just looking around the room, Ralph,
Ryan, Scooter, Senator Morrish, Nedra, Lori,
and others, they've all, you know, been
involved in this in some way, shape, or form,
and I want you to know that they represented
you, I think, well. We've heard some of their
concerns and I think we're going to hear some

of those concerns with you-all here tonight,
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you know.

The second point, I guess, I would make
before I jump into things is that there's a
lot of good stuff at this plant and I believe
that. I just -- those aren't hollow words.
There's an awful lot of good stuff that's not
in this plan right now and the reality is that
we can't do everything that we want to do for
all of our citizens and so, our goal is to try
to do the best we can with our limited
resources for the most people. So, hopefully
that will come out as part of this
presentation and I certainly look forward to
hearing your comments as we move into things.

So, who are we? We're the Coastal
Protection & Restoration Authority. We're a
relatively new state entity formed following
the devastating hurricane season in 2005. Of
course, "Rita" and "Katrina" hit that year and
it was really the time when the State said,
you know, we're not going about our business
in a proper manner. We've got people doing
hurricane protection work. We've got people
doing restoration work, and the two folks, two

entities really weren't talking to each other.
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It was realized that we need to integrate
those things, because as Mayor Roach said,
this part of the country, certainly the
Chenier plain is part of that first line of
defense and needs to work hand in hand with
our system.

So, we were mandated to do that, to
integrate those two things and to develop and
implement and enforce a master plan, again,
for doing those things for our coast. So,
nobody is as familiar with this as you-all
are, but certainly, I don't think we can have
this conversation unless we talk about the
tragedy, the crisis that's facing coastal
Louisiana. This is a historic look at things.
Since 1932, we've also lost, you know, almost
1900 square miles of our coastal wetlands.
Unfortunately, as we look forward and predict
what might happen in the future, this is a
50-year outlook here. You can see that we
anticipate if we don't do anything about it,
we'll continue to have this problem, continue
to lose land as we move forward. The question
is what do we do about it?

Of course, that's what we're here to talk
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about. Why is it important? Again, you-al
are know these facts and figures probably
better than I. I'll not read them off, but,
first of all, too many people live here in
coastal Louisiana which we provide a
tremendous benefit, but really a treasure to
the nation, really internationally if you take
into consideration all of these things that
you see listed here.

In terms of investing in our economy,
certainly no place in the State of Louisiana
has probably experienced the growth and the
amount of investment that you see here,
roughly $100 million in recent times, and I
think that number has gone up as we speak.
You can see the impact in terms of jobs
related to that investment. Of course, if
you're looking for Fourchon, you're looking at
jobs created there, services provide the rest
of the country over 90 percent of the Gulf of
Mexico offshore, o0il and gas platform
potentially economic impact of the deepening
in the Mississippi River and its existing
economic impact is a tremendous economic

asset, not just to South Louisiana or
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Louisiana, but certainly the nation.

And again, you know, we know what we're
fighting for. We know that we can't give
these things up. These are too important not
just to us but, again, to the nation. Again,
I won't read through these, but you can see
some of the benefits and impacts that would be
associated with losing this precious place.
There's our coast. It's a place where we live
and play.

So, a tremendous amount of work has been
done since that 2007 or so time frame. You
know, the last ten years, roughly $20 billion.
That's $20 billion has been secured and used
to implement projects, projects that are on
ground today. We have moved over 120 million
cubic yards of dredge material to build
marshes, ridges, beaches, our very shorelines
and so forth across the state in that time
period benefiting, you know, 36,000 acres of
wetlands, constructed and improved about
282 miles of levees across the coast and about
60 miles or so of Barrier Island work has
occurred in that time period.

So, there's been a tremendous amount of
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activity going on. What we're talking about
today is looking perspectively. These are
things that occurred in the past.

So, this is just a schematic of where
some of that stuff has occurred and some of
the highlights of things that have occurred
here out west certainly are things like the
southwest coastal feasibility study we
completed in cooperation with the Corps of
Engineers, the Cameron shoreline project,
breakwaters of Holly Beach. The use of dredge
material from Calcasieu Ship Channel. We're
beginning work on other projects like Oyster
Bayou. T-bow points is another example of a
project that's occurring here, and then the
Calcasieu Salinity Control Measures project is
underway as we speak.

So, you know, again, we're sort of
looking retrospectively, because there's a lot
going on both here today and in the future.
We'll get into that as we talk about the
annual plan once this presentation is
finished.

So what is the master plan? What is it

at its most basic? 1It's really a method for
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us to be able to make hard decisions. So, I
mentioned earlier that we recognize -- I think
everybody in the audience would recognize that
there's no way for us to do everything for
everyone. We don't think we can provide all
the projects, all the benefits that we think
our citizens deserve. And so, we have to
figure out a way to make tough decisions about
what those things are that we can do, what
projects can we build and where is best to
place those projects. Then it's at its most
basic level a list of projects, a list of
those things that we made those tough
decisions about.

And so, the normal ways I think about
this is sort of my personal life, and
hopefully you-all can relate to this, but in
our household economy, most of us don't make
enough money to not -- you know, to become a
factor in the decisions that we make. We all
want to have a nice car. We all want to have
a nice house. We all want to spend money on
some of those things that provide benefits to
us today. We also know that we've got to save

some of that money for retirement, right? We
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need to have some benefits down the line.

And so, the framework that's set up on
the master plan is essentially doing just
that. How do we do the most good that we can
both in the near-term and the long-term with
those limited resources or that limited
checkbook, if you will, that we know we're
going to experience?

And so, again, hopefully that helps us
explain what the master plan is at its core.
So, why are we doing all the plans? Chip
certainly touched on this. The legislature
were mandated to do that, and I think for good
reason because you-all know our coast is
changing hourly, daily, certainly every year.
So, to think the plan that we developed back
in 2012 as perhaps the appropriate plan for
today, I think, would be naive. Technology
improves. As we build projects, we learn from
those projects. We want to make sure that
we're incorporating that knowledge and that
increased knowledge based into the projects
and that we propose and updated plans, and
again, our predictions for the future changed.

Our coast has changed and the predictions for
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what might happen in the that distant futures
changes.

So, this allows us to react to that and
integrate the restoration of hurricane
protection projects in one place.

So, some of the key differences between
2012 and 2017 include science and engineering.
Really, the ink wasn't dry on 2012 before we
took a step back and said, "Okay. What would
we have done differently? What are some of
the things that we would have liked to have
done perhaps for 2012 that we weren't able to
do and the things we ought to do for 2017?
What are some of those lessons learned that
I've just referred to that we can incorporate
into 2017?"

And those things were done. 1In terms of
our analytical tools and how we evaluate
projects and select projects listed are
approved over what we did in 2012.

We've incorporated new ideas and
information into this plan. So, we made two
public calls back in the 2014 time frame for
new projects. We certainly don't think we

have all the answers. We wanted to hear from
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you-all about new projects being incorporated
as part of this plan and we've got a
tremendous response from that. Many of those
projects were evaluated as part of the 2017
updated process.

There's increase focus on flood risk
reduction and resilience. So, you'll see that
reflected in some of the projects that are
selected here. We've got a nonstructural
program as part of this plan and was mentioned
in 2012, but wasn't developed perhaps as
robustly as it is here, an increased emphasis
on our communities and how these plans and our
potential futures might affect or communities
in terms of real things. Hopefully, you had a
chance to look at Appendix B back there. 1It's
a nice companion document, I think, to our
master plan that talks about things like how
our census we face, you know, future
executions.

And so, that's a nice addition, I think,
this go-around for the updated plan. We've
expanded our engagement. We've been able to
move our funding situation up a little more

because we've got some clarity in terms of the
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dollars coming into the state related to the
0il spill settlement that we didn't have back
in 2012 and also, obviously, we've got
certainly an increase sense of urgency in
terms of needing the projects on the ground
now. The way I always put it is, money now is
better than money later and projects now are
always better than money later.

The objectives of the plain are the same
as they were for 2012. So, hopefully, you're
familiar with these. Again, we want to
protect our citizens from flooding. We want
to harness those natural processes that help
build coastal Louisiana in the first place.
We want to provide coastal habitats that are
important to our commercial and recreational
activities. We want to preserve our cultural
heritage. It's something that we certainly
hold near and dear. And so, one of the
reasons that we all live here, I think, is
something that's very important to us. We
want to provide for that working coast. We
talked about some of the investment and
economic value that the coast provides.

Certainly, I think, Louisiana, like no
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other place in the world, is a place where we
live, work, and play in our coast. 1It's not a
place that we simply visit on weekends for
fun, although we do those kind of things and
those are certainly encouraged. It's a place
that provides a living for us. We want to
make sure that we're perpetuating that as we
move out in the future and planning for that,
as well.

So, this is just a schematic, really, of
kind of how the process works. This is a
pretty simple diagram of it but essentially,
we start with a group of projects. I
mentioned making a call for public projects.
We also evaluated all the projects for 2012
and a few others, as well. Those projects are
evaluated and predictive models. So, they're
evaluated with some tools that we've developed
to help us evaluate the effectiveness of those
projects. The planning tool that you see
listed on the left there is really a means for
us to organize and understand output from
those predictive models and then see which
projects we think might work well together,

which projects might not work well together,
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put those projects that do work well together
into group of projects called alternatives to
be reevaluated ultimately to get the support
of a draft plan.

So, I'll talk first about the projects.
These are those that we've evaluated as part
of the 2017 draft plan development process.
So, there were 135 restoration projects all
together that were evaluated. 54
nonstructural projects were evaluated all
together and 20 structural protection projects
were evaluated all together. So, you get, you
know, a total of about 209 projects that were
evaluated. Just to give you an idea and this
touches back on our resource, the nature of
this plan, if you added up a total value of
these 209 projects, you're looking at about
$150 billion worth of projects.

So, clearly the demand for this kind of
work way outstrips our ability to supply those
kind of projects. Again, it gets back to our
need to make those hard decisions about what
do we think we can realistically do, what is
in the plan and some of those things that are

not in the plan. So, moving on to the
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predictive models, this is -- you know, again,
we're getting into how we evaluate the
projects and it's really two main pieces here.
It's sort of the upper piece that really just
is a way for us to predict how a project or
how our future might look in terms of how does
the water move, what's the salinity of that
water, how does sediment do, where does it go?
Is it eroded or is it deposited to help build
wetlands? What happens to our vegetation?
Does it stay the same? Does it change if we
have a project? Then what happens to our fish
and wildlife? What happens to those things?
Certainly, those are extremely important to
the coast.

This is the place and the planning
process where those evaluations occur. Then
we also talk about, you know, risks and
protecting our citizens from storm surges and
so forth. This is where that occurs, and this
module appears. So, storm surges and waves
and then that's translated to risk which is
really that economic impact on us and our
communities. That's so important, as well.

Then all of that occurs over a series of
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potential environmental scenarios as we move
in the future. So, the things that you see
listed here are things that affect what our
future might look like, sea level rise, storm
frequency and intensity and so forth.

Then, you know, people wonder, well, why
are you planning for this sort of range of
future? A the reason is, is we pick up one
potential future and plan against it. We know
the likelihood of that actually being correct
is not high.

And so, our goal is to pick what we think
is a plausible range, and that range relates
to potential land loss into the future. So,
we're looking at high rate of land loss,
immediate rate of land loss, and low rate of
land loss in the future and select projects
that are robust across that range. It's very
much like trying to predict the weather. You
look, you know, at the seven-day forecast. We
see there's a 50-percent chance of rain. It
might rain. It might not rain, but you know
what, I'm going to pack a raincoat and try to
plan for that eventually. I will be prepared
for that.
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So, the planning against these potential
future scenarios that allows us to prepare for
the worst, but certainly be in good shape, you
know, if we don't need that raincoat.

So, there are two really primary factors
that we look at in terms of how a project is
selected or how much risk can be reduced in
terms of flooding and how much do we build or
maintain land. So, it's really as simple as
that. There's two major decision drivers that
we're using. Again, you see those listed up
here in the top left corner.

I'm talking about constraints a little
bit a couple of times, and there are two main
constraints that we have to take into
consideration. One, obviously, is money.
Again, we all live -- most of us anyway live
within that constraint every day, how much
money do we have to try to accomplish what we
want to accomplish. We also have some real
constraints related to natural resources like
sediment, freshwater, and so forth.

So, we don't necessarily have all the
sediment that we need or want to do, you know,

everything that we need or want.
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Then we have these metrics over here on
the right and these are things that are
important to us. It's not just as simple as
land and risk production. Obviously, there
are a lot of other things that are really,
really important to us and those are captured
in these metrics, which are ways for us to
evaluate how individual projects or groups of
projects of alternatives affect things that
are important to us like traditional fishing
communities or navigation or waterfowl or blue
crabs and alligators and so forth.

And so, that's the sort of technical
piece of this. That's sort of some of the
science stuff and some of the science that
goes into building, I think, what we think is
a strong plan. We also, obviously, need to be
responsive to the needs of our communities.

So, I mentioned a lot of work has
occurred today. This is not work total that
will occur from now. We'll really ramping
this up, I think, taking it to another level,
to be honest with you but this represents over
150 opportunities for folks to hear from us

and for us to hear from folks about the work
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that we're doing. This dates back, you know,
three years now in terms of things as basic
as, you know, some of the basic model
information, what do people think about that,
or methodology for evaluating projects, then,
of course, more recently as we've had an idea
of what a draft plan might look like, talking
about that with folks.

One of the things that I point out here,
it would be conversations. We had one of
those right here in this room, in fact. It
was much different than this. I think it was
a very effective way, I think, of getting some
good feedback from community members. It was
an opportunity for us to be able have dinner
with folks, sit one-on-one around a dinner
table and talk about specific issues,
specifics things that were needed to be
available to talk with our stakeholders and
for stakeholders to be able to talk with each
other for that matter, and I think it's a good
model for us to use and certainly, I think
we'll be doing much more of that as we move in
the future.

So, I want to touch on just a few key
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points before we get to some of the outcomes
of the plan. You'll see here that our overall
funding amount again, that 50-billion-dollar
amount and that's just a plausible amount that
we think might be available to us in the
future to implement these projects.

I mentioned that we were able to move
some of that funding up to earlier time
frames, and to -- in recognhition of that, that
urgency of needing to get projects on the
ground now.

The split between wet restoration and
protection projects is a 50/50 split. So,
there's $25 million in this plan worth of
restoration, $25 million in this plan worth of
risk reduction.

I mentioned a scenario plan a little bit
earlier, the notion of planning for the worst,
and certainly hoping for the best. You know,
this is where we are. We do think this is a
conservative plan. Again, we planned for some
pretty high rates of land loss into the future
and this gives us the opportunity to monitor
that, evaluate that and if we don't see that

come into fruition, then the good news is
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we're ahead of the game and adjust to that and
we're in pretty good shape.

And then in terms of near-term and
long-term results, I mentioned that a little
bit earlier in terms of our sort of home
finances. Certainly, that's key here. We
know we need good stuff happening on our coast
today. We also know that we need to be
providing the coast, hopefully, that's viable
for our children and grandchildren in the
future, et cetera. Those near-term and
long-term benefits were evaluated essentially.

So, let's get into the draft plan and
what this looks like. This is it. Hopefully,
you had a chance to look around the room today
and see this and pick up a plan and are
looking at it. You can see the projects
listed here. I'm not going through each
project type again. Hopefully, you've picked
up a plan and can see that but I will point
out that there are roughly 120 projects
identified as part of this plan. It
represents about 802 square miles of land that
we wouldn't have otherwise with the plan. 1In

terms of expected reduction and expected
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annual damages, you're looking at roughly
$150 billion over the 50-year life plan.

So, just a closer look out west, you'll
see, again, there's a model marsh creation
proposed out in this area. There's some ridge
restoration projects. You'll see some
nonstructural restoration projects and you'll
see hydrologic restoration project, one in
particular highlighted here. 1I'll say that
those projects are something that are -- if
you look at the text or part of the plan, it
sort of has a programmatic level, although we
don't have icons on the map identifying them
all over the southwest part, because we
understand that that's an important tool
around this -- you know, this area and that's
something that certainly we'll consider and
that is indeed part of the plan.

As you move out west, you start to get
into some of those Barrier Island projects in
the -- of course, getting into where the
Atchafalaya and Mississippi rivers are. So,
we're talking about some diversion projects,
sediment diversion projects and then looking

further to the east, you see more of the same.
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These are the nonstructural projects.

So, these were, perhaps a better term, project
areas but each of those polygons that you see
there is what we identify as a nonstructural
project. I haven't got into it yet. I'll let
you know that what we're talking about here,
many of you may be familiar with this through
your experience from Southwest Coastal Study.
We're talking about voluntary elevations of
homes, voluntary flood-proofing of business,
and then voluntary acquisitions of those may
be deemed necessary and warranted.

So, you can see, in terms of the total
number of structures that are listed here,
we've got about 26,000. You can see the
dollar figure listed here for that piece of
the plan, as well. I will stress to everyone
here that there is not a master list with
addresses on it that says, "These are the
projects that need to be elevated or acquired
or flood-proofed."

Again, all on a voluntary basis. This is
a very, very high level estimate of what might
occur and what might be present in these

project areas and should funding become
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available to implement any of these,
obviously, our first calls are going to be to
the Cormier and Ryan Bourriaque and those
folks who have been dealing with these issues
much, much longer than we have, are much, much
more familiar with what some of the local
issues associated with these kind of projects
are to make sure that we're implementing these
things in the right way, the way that's
acceptable to folks in these areas.

So, in terms of the breakdown on project
type, you see that here. Again, we got a
50/50 split, 25 million, 25 million. See the
types of projects that we have listed on
restoration and, of course, the structural and
nonstructural under types of projects under
risk production. I pointed out here that we
hear a lot that we need a dredge, we need a
dredge, we need a dredge. And, you know, I've
pointed out that for the breakdown in terms of
dollars in this plan, the single largest
expenditure that we had the ridge restorations
and marsh restorations, barrier restorations,
of course, that are all associated with

dredging, is the single largest expenditure
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proposed in the plan.

So, we're going to look at some outcome
maps. This is something that's new this
go-around. We weren't able to do this
previously, but we're going to look at this is
a future without action and then we'll look at
future with action and a couple of time
periods that you can see what impact the plan
has in terms of actual land on the ground.

So, an icon helps me sort of keep up with
where we are. So, if see the red X, that
means this is a future without action or a
future without the plan. There'll be some
others that you'll see that has a green check
there and that means, of course, we're looking
at a map that reflects what the plan delivers
or what the landscape might look like with the
plan. Again, the red is land loss and green
is land gain sustained or land that we
wouldn't otherwise have but for the plan.

So, look at Year 30. This is with the
plan, and you start to see some of those
projects coming in, coming into play on the
ground. Much more green, obviously, here than

we would have had otherwise and then if you
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look at Year 50 without the action, without
the plan, you know, things are looking not so
great. Then we look at Year 50 with the plan,
we see that we're able to preserve or maintain
and build a significant amount of land there.

So, how much land? I mentioned already,
but about 802 acres -- not acres. I always
say acres, but 802 square miles of land that,
again, we wouldn't otherwise have but for the
implementation of the plan at Year 50, at that
50-year time period.

And so, all this translates into
potential flood depths and this is something,
obviously, that's immensely important in our
communities, to the people that live along the
coast as what flood depths look like and
changing landscapes certainly affects these
floods depths. So, what you see here is a
range of potential flood depths ranging from
this blue color which is about one to three
feet on up to over 15 feet which is sort of
purplish color.

Again, we're going to look at some
future-without-action scenarios and we're

going to look at some future-with-action
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scenarios, and you can see what the
differences are there. We've got -- you know,
a number of people have talked about what's a
100-year event? What does 100-year event
mean? It's very risky and really dangerous,
frankly, to compare one storm to another but
just by way of reference, you know, I point
out that Hurricane Rita, essentially, for
St. Mary, Terrebonne, Vermilion, and Cameron
Parish was classified as a 100-year event.
Again, that doesn't mean that if somebody says
"100-year event," that you can expect the same
impacts. Every storm is different. The
landscape changes. So, that's a probably
dangerous thing to do. Just to give you an
idea of what a 100-year event might look like,
that's the kind of storm that we're talking
about.

And so, we'll look at what happens with
flood depth with the plan. This is at
Year 25. Then these are the differences. So,
this is a difference between the first two
maps that I've shown you. The greens --
essentially, the blues and greens are good

numbers. These are reduced potential flood
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depths that you see, the blues and greens,
again, in these areas as a result of plans.
Those are reduced flood depths for the future.
So, look at Year 50, this is without the plan.
Then look at Year 50 with the plan and then
again we'll look at the difference. Again,
you can see some of those differences between
the living without the plan.

So, what does that mean in terms of raw
numbers? Again, we talked about 802 square
miles. 1In terms of expected annual damages
which is a way we measure the economic impact
to those flood depths, look at, you know, Year
25, a reduction of about $3 million and once
you get out into Year 50, you're looking at a
reduction of about $8.3 billion. It's really
important to note that this is an annual
number. So, that's $8.3 billion at Year 50.
If you sort of do a rough cumulative impact of
these, you're looking at $150 billion reduced
used over the 50-year period. So, you're
looking at, you know, 3 to 1 investment as we
talked about potential storm damages.

So, what does all this mean? What does

the plan deliver? Well, I think -- I'm going
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to start over here. So, I'm not going in
order, top right-hand corner. The plan is
assigned to do a lot of good. I know that the
red maps are pretty stark, pretty alarming to
all of us in terms of what the future land
loss might be but keep in mind, those are
predictions. In terms of that land loss, it
gets, you know, pretty bad. It really gets
bad as we get into those out years.

So, what we have is time to adapt, time
to implement projects, to help adjust that
curve, adjust that land loss in the future.

We also have time to measure our effectiveness
and measure how we think, what we think is
really happening on the ground. The sea level
rises as much as we really thought it would
back in 2017 and we can adjust our plan as we
move forward because we're required to update
this plan every five years to adjust those
conditions.

We provide a diversity of projects.
Again, I mentioned the 120 projects,

76 restoration projects in the final plan,
12 structural protection, 32 nonstructural

protection projects. We know we can reduce
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risks. I mentioned the $8.3 billion the Year
50 or up to about $150 billion over the life
plan. We know we can build or sustain land,
you know, to the tune of, again, roughly 800
acres all the way up to about 1200 acres
depending on that future scenario that --
square miles. I did it again. 800 square
miles to 1200 square miles depending on the
further scenario that we're looking at.

For the ecosystem, generally speaking,
we've been able to essentially ameliorate any
potential major negative impacts and this is
what I'm talking about, fish, shellfish,
crabs, oysters and stuff like that. In many
cases, we actually benefit some of those
things and we know we provide economic
development opportunities. So, clearly, we
discuss the economic investment that's
occurred just in this region of the state in
recent times. A healthy sustainable coastal
system certainly encourages, I think, economic
growth and the things that we're doing to deal
with the issues that we're all grappling with,
land loss, potential sea level rise,

restoration and protection and so forth, are
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things that Louisiana was dealing with before
really anybody else in the country are dealing
with.

So, we're really at the tip of the spear
in terms of dealing with these issues. We are
learning a lot as we do this. They're looking
at us for answers on how we might do this in
place of like New York or California or
Florida. So, this really is we think an
export commodity and something that we're
leading the way in to help in other parts of
the country.

So, in terms of getting additional
information, hopefully, you've got your fill
of information, and I certainly encourage you
to go to our website and have a look at all
the appendices and technical documents and
flyers and so forth such as the master plan.
There's a wealth of information, much of which
has been available for well over a year but
some of which has only become more available
more recently but we encourage you to go
coastal.la.gov to look at those things.
Something hopefully that you've had the chance
to pick up and something that's new for 2017
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are these parish fact sheets. This is kind of
a handy quick reference when you go to your
parish, look at the -- some sort of vital
stats on what the future might hold for your
parish and on the flip side, look at what the
master plan may or may not hold for your
parish, as well.

We have the same or similar fact sheets
for each project. So, if you're interested in
a particular project, you can look that fact
sheet up and get some basic information
related to those projects, as well. We have a
master plan data viewer that's available and
hopefully some of you took advantage of --
take a look at that at the back of the room.

This is an interface where you can go and
look at how projects in the plan impacts
things like land loss in a particular area or
flood depths in an area. You can type your
address in, for example, and you see what your
flood risk is today and what it might be in
the future with or without the planning board.
So, it's a pretty handy tool, pretty
informative thing. I hope you can take

advantage of.
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In terms of the process, getting from the
draft plan, the final plan, again, the draft
plan was released on January 3rd. We're here
on the 17th in our first public, you know,
hearing. We have three more of those and I'll
get into that just a second. Public comment
period or official public comment period ends
end of March, March 26th. We have to -- we'll
be presenting the final plan to our board, our
CPRA board on April 19th. Then ultimately
submitting the plan to the legislature for
approval or disapproval as of order on
April 25th.

In terms of where the other public
hearing's are going to be, we're in New
Orleans tomorrow night. We'll be at Houma on
the 24th and then Mandeville on the 25th. It
will be the same format, same stations and so
forth, much of the same information, but just
because we're here in Lake Charles, doesn't
mean any or all of you couldn't show up,
certainly, New Orleans, or Houma, or
Mandeville and provide us a comment if you'd
like or you have folks somewhere able to

attend here and you think might be interested
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in attending on of these other meetings, we'd
certainly appreciate it if you let folks know.

So, that's the end of my part of the
show. I hope you learned a few things and
we're going to hear from Nick here in just a
second. I guess, you know, I would like to
reiterate again kind of before we move into
the formal public comment period, you know,
it's important for us to, first of all,
recognize that we know, again, there's a lot
of good stuff in the plan, there's a lot of
good stuff that's not in the plan and it's
really important for us to hear your concerns,
what you think you don't like about the plan,
but it's also very important for us to hear
those things that you might like about the
plan.

As we're moving from a draft to a final,
you know, we're in a resource-constrained
environment which generally means if we make
changes, that affects everything else that's
going on. So, to hear about the things again
that you do like about the plan, again, is
just as valuable to us as hearing about those

things that perhaps you might not like. So,

Page | 49




A wWN R

O 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

just keep that in mind, please, if you're
making a comment and we're looking forward to
hearing from you. Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Before we get into the
official public comment, just so all of you
know, there's multiple ways to do that and We
certainly appreciate and want to hear from all
of you who want to step up to the microphone
tonight and go on official public record
regarding your comments on the 2017 Draft
Coastal Master Plan. For whatever reason, if
you don't want to do that tonight, there's
other options for you to be able to provide
your comments, and they're just as meaningful
and impactful and, you know, first thing, you
should go to our website. You're able to
access, submit comments online through a form.
You can send us an e-mail at masterplan@la.gov
and we'll receive it just the same as we will
tonight. You can even do it the old-fashioned
way as well, if you prefer. You can actually
mail us written public comments.

So, again, all of these options are
available regardless of whether you stand up

and speak tonight, you're able to do these
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things through March the 26th, all of these
comments are being compiled and are part of an
appendix that will live with the record
forever in terms of what the final master plan
is and what changes were made based upon the
comment period that we have between now and
March 26.

As was referenced by Chip earlier and
Bren, again, significant changes were made in
2012 and if you haven't looked at a 2012
master plan, the document, I'd encourage you
to do so. This process certainly does matter.

The way this is going to work this
afternoon is I've got a stack of cards that
have already been turned in. If you did not
turn in one already, I would ask that you just
raise your hand. We'll walk around. We'll
pass out. We're going to be dealing with the
white forms at this point in time. The white
forms are for the master plan. We're going to
ask you to hold it for three minutes. We
certainly don't want to stick around all night
but what we are committed to doing is --
following this meeting, is certainly we're

willing to stick around and have any
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interactions or chat and try our best to
answer any questions or address any concerns
that you might have.

In the process, I'd like to introduce you
to Ms. Belynda -- where I'm from in St. Landry
Parish, we say Champagne, but I think
Champagne is the sound Belynda goes by. So,
she will be officially documenting all the
comments that you provide here this evening.

So, the way this will work, we're going
to start with Mr. Scooter Trosclair. Scooter
will come up, three minutes. Keep an eye on
Zack. He'll sort of let you know when you get
down to two minutes and one minute.

Ryan Bourriaque, you'll be next. I'll
ask you, when you step up to the microphone,
please state your name, and if you're
representing an organization or an entity, I
would ask you to please do so.

Okay. Go ahead.

MR. TROSCLAIR: Scooter Trosclair with
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Wildlife Refuge and program manager, Gravity
Drainage District No. 5 in Cameron Parish and

also with the Chenier Plain Authority as well

Page | 52




A wWN R

O 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

as a concerned resident of Cameron Parish.
First of all, I have to truly thank CPRA for
supporting one of the most important projects
we've seen in our area is the shoreline
protection. It is very disappointing to see
the new plan, no shoreline protection and some
of the feedback we've gotten is, you know,
shoreline protection is so expensive to harbor
the whole coast. We've asked to maybe
prioritize some of our coast with the highest
rated areas or eroding areas and to give you
an example, we've done recent surveys where
we've found places that's succeeding 233 feet
in nine months recent. So, this is not a
hurricane event. This is an annual process.
We look into the master plan, 800 square
miles, 512,000 acres, 140 billion,
50-billion-dollar plan over 50 years. That's
273,000-plus dollars per acre of benefits and
cost or cost for benefits. We look at
shoreline protection for the highest eroded
area of nine miles that we know in 50 years
will erode well over 50 feet per year. That's
2,727 acres. So, we're at a cost of the

highest cost that we've got estimates for,
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$10 million per mile. That still puts us at
$33,000 an acre, okay, we're going to protect
and save or stabilize or slow down and
hopefully we'll prove that point so we can
build shoreline protection in other areas.

Another question that -- one question I
have is when we see the Southwest Coastal
Study Plan that's just been approved, we see
shoreline protection that was involved with
that plan to maintain and protect 21,000-plus
acres over 47,000 square miles, we're looking
at averages of cost of -- in benefits of, I
want to say, it was 69,000 which is about
where we are with mitigation. So, you know,
there's a huge difference of what we see with
these projects in the plan versus reality
projects that we've seen taking place day by
day. So, we're asking for shoreline
protection to surely be placed back in no
matter if it's the whole coast or at least
look at the most severe areas.

The last thing I have is hydrologic
restoration. We know that Texas implemented
into the plan but it's still hard to

understand for the local landowner to be
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concerned with it. So, if we can at least put
an icon map so it's not as confusing to know
that basin could qualify and maybe give
potential project being you have $400 million.

So, I appreciate it. If there's any
assistance we can do, we have knowledgeable
staff at the refuge at Rockefeller and would
be glad to assist in any kind of way with any
projects in our area. Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Scooter.

I would like to acknowledge
representative Mark Abraham.

Representative Abraham was able to come in
just a few minutes ago. Thank you for being
with us tonight, Representative Abraham.

So, next up, Ryan Bourriaque and then
David Richard, you're on deck.

MR. BOURRIAQUE: This is Ryan Bourriaque,
Cameron Parish administrator. Glad to be
here. I wrote a few things down. Of course,
this is the first time that I actually write
notes limited to three minutes. I'm going to
try to be clear and concise.

You know, you go back to 2012 and you

think about what was put into that master plan
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and Cameron Parish at the direction of then
parish administrator was Tina Horn and our
police jury, we looked at our own process just
like Bren talked about the state did. What
can we do different? How can we improve where
we are? We went back and put together our own
Cameron master plan. We had drainage board
members, landowners, fishermen, interested
residents, elected officials, Federal and
State agencies, put them all in one room
eight, nine times a year, sometimes 60 people.
Never got stabbed, punched, anything, you
know. That's what you call winning, because
we all have the same goal in mind. We wanted
to protect and restore our coast; namely,
Cameron Parish.

Our first little trial run at the Cameron
master plan, we looked at the Southwest
Coastal Study, a study that had been around
for a little bit of time but the Cameron
master plan proved very valuable to us in not
only organizing our thoughts, prioritizing our
projects, but also illustrating what our
concerns were both to the board and all the

partners that were involved in the Southwest
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Coastal Study.

Thirdly, a little branching out. We knew
we had to get engaged. We knew if we wanted
certain aspects of the master plan to change,
we needed to be involved in the framework of
the development team meetings. We need to be
involved in webinars, conference calls. We
started at Cameron Coastal Day, let those
individuals come and see the issues in Cameron
with their own eyes. We feel that we have
done a very good job of illustrating what our
concerns are in Cameron.

Comments on the plan itself, first, the
good things. Scooter get on it, hydrologic
restoration, a programmatic measure is
incredible to be included in this plan. It's
vitally important to the people of this area
to consider two, three, five pipe structures,
even though they may not have been analyzed
through this process, to look at those on
case-by-case basis. We feel that Cameron,
that is a true victory. The Calcasieu Ship
Channel salinity control measure, an
incredibly important project for our area, the

marsh creation sites throughout Cameron
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Parish, we still have some uncertainties about
how certain sites were picked. We look
forward to understanding a little more
thoroughly how that took place.

Scooter hit on it, Gulf shoreline
protection, not only Gulf shoreline
protection, but in our instance, shoreline
protection, the interior lakes, the GIWW,
Sabine Lake. Again, issues that could be
addressed over time, we would look forward to
open dialogue as to why some of those issues
weren't installed in the plan. Southwest
Coastal Study, it would be great if there
would be a reference to those projects being
consistent with the state master plan. A lot
of time and effort went into that process.

We'd also request similar to the
Southwest Coastal Study a reference to local
coastal master plans whether in the appendices
or in the text itself. 1It's vitally
important. The nonstructural aspect, the
parishes look forward to working with you.
Every dollar we can save in you not having to
elevate a home, we want it back and finally,

I'd be remiss if I stood up here and didn't
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acknowledge the fact that there's $30 billion
of economic development going on in Cameron
Parish today with another 27 billion planned.
Okay? That's great. That's what everybody's
talking about. You see investment going on in
this parish, but you also see fishing. You
see cattle. You see a top 10 citrus producer.

It's more than just billions of dollars
of investment. It's my kids' seventh
generation of my family growing up on the same
piece of property. That's why it's important.
That's why we support the plan and look
forward to an open dialogue to make a few
changes. Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Ryan.

Mr. David Richard.

Ms. Lori Cormier, you're on deck.

MR. RICHARD: First off, I want to
support what Ryan said. He was only able to
say a brief amount of a prepared talk. You
will be receiving from Southwest Louisiana a
coordinated list of comments in regard to
that. I'm going to say some of the same
things that you have heard me say for 40

years. So, get ready.
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Is that No. 1, you talk about Barrier
Island, and the place that you can restore the
coast most is from Point au Fer to Sabine Pass
where we have a barrier shoreline. We're
looking at your plan that spends a huge amount
of money on Barrier Islands, but nothing on
barrier shoreline. What is the problem with
your understanding the difference between a
barrier shoreline and Barrier Island? We
actually have something to save here and those
barrier shorelines are terribly important.

And we appreciate what's been done. The
project that was done between Cameron Holly
Beach is immensely successful, from the same
perspective that we need some rock there to
keep it in place. You said you had new
science, Bren, in regard to what we see and
what works. What works on the intracoastal
canal is we have about 25 miles of rock on the
intracoastal canal that we put there. We've
not lost an acre, but we gained an acre. We
don't need a model to tell us that rock
prevents erosion on the GIWW or on the
Calcasieu Ship Channel or the Sabine Channel

when we have a freshwater bayou that we have
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to deal in Southwest Louisiana.

Again, I'm going to tell you, your
$50 billion, that's a nice arbitrary figure
but it's exactly what it is, an arbitrary
figure. I don't see what's the difference if
you say $50 billion, and we put in
$150 billion. I'm going to tell you that
Cameron has spent immense amount of hours with
hundreds of people to put together a plan that
should be incorporated because when we go to
Seattle or we go to whatever funding source we
may have available, if it's not in your master
plan, then we don't have a state match, and we
really need that.

I want to bring to your attention on
Page 86 in regard to some fallacies that are
in there by a previous governor administration
in regard to shoreline protection of Federal
navigation channels. Your lawyers, the
lawyers from Tulane, the lawyers with the
State have said that the court does not have
responsibility to shoreline protection on
navigational channels. We don't have the
money. We don't have the authorization. Then

you say that we're going to do 25 percent of
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the overall cost of your project to be
shoreline protection. That, again, is an
arbitrary number.

I negotiated the number when I was on
CPRA. So, why should we still keep going with
that. We have a different administration, we
have a different time, and I really think we
need to revisit that and I would hope that you
would do that.

Just for the folks in Calcasieu, other
than the Sabine -- than the Calcasieu Ship
Channel plan, there's not a project in
Calcasieu. They need to know that. The
second thing is, in regard to the beneficial
use, every piece of deteriorated marsh in
Southwest Louisiana needs to be included in
the area where we can do beneficial use.

We've got lots of private money that's going
to come here. We've got lots of mitigation
needs. So, I would appreciate it if we can
add all of those deteriorated areas and I made
your three minutes. Thank you.

MR. MYER: Thank you, David.

Lori Cormier.

Ms. Tina Horn, you'll be next.
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MS. CORMIER: This is Lori Cormier with
Calcasieu Parish Police Jury. First, I'd just
like to say that Calcasieu Parish is delighted
that the plan continues to support sound
science-based decision-making and we encourage
the State to listen to the needs of their
citizens by taking into account the local
input as the State did with the master plan
2012.

The Parish itself has some concerns about
the nonstructural element for Calcasieu Parish
being placed in the Phase 2 implementation and
request that either all or portions of the
nonstructural element be started prior to
Phase 2. The parish supports the Calcasieu
Parish Channel salinity control measures
project and we recommend that the State secure
the additional funding to move to construction
as soon as possible. We also recommend that
CPRA adds the language to the plan that the
Southwest Coastal Feasibility Study be
consistent with the master plan 2017 in the
document. So, we want specific language in
there that states that.

The parish encourages the State to judge
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land building and land protecting on equal
ground in the master plan. We also recommend
that the State view the local coastal plans in
Calcasieu, Cameron, and Vermilion, as viable
products that are consistent with the master
plan with the understanding that the projects
are not fully modeled or yet vetted and
Calcasieu Parish is working on a coastal plan
of their own and it should be ready at any
time. So, we'll get that to you as soon as we
have it.

The Oyster Bayou CS-59 is scheduled to be
completed in January of 2017. So, the State
and Federal government will have spent about
$20 million in a 500-acre marsh creation
project. The parish recommends what Bren
called barrier shorelines -- I heard it twice.
I almost fell out of chair, but at least the
words are being used even though they're not
being protected yet -- for the project as well
as projects already finished by placing
shoreline protection across all of Calcasieu
Parish and Vermilion Parish or, as Scooter
said, the most vital needed places.

One of the coast's 2050 strategy to
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Region 4 was to restore, protect, and maintain
all shorelines. Calcasieu Parish request the
shoreline protection be placed as a multiple
line of defense strategy for projects already
in place as land-protecting projects.

Projects -- protection of these investments is
vital to keeping all the restoration projects
that have already been in place in the last
several years. By sustaining the shoreline in
Southwest Louisiana, you're helping to protect
Lake Charles to the 500-year level as deemed
necessary in the coastal master plan 2012.

What was said here in 2012 was rocket,
rocket, rocket. I say that to you guys all
the time. This is what the people want. This
is what we feel we need. It's about
maintaining the projects we already have put
in place.

The parish -- we also ask you to consider
protection of the Chenier ridges. The parish
commends the staff. I know how hard you work,
and for the extensive and public engagement as
the plan was being drafted. We also thank you
for your continued effort for the protection

of Southwest Louisiana, for the coast, for its
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citizens, and for its culture.

MR. MYER: Thank you, Lori.

Ms. Tina, you're next.

And then Ralph Libersat.

Real quick, Tina. I would like to
recognize two Lake Charles City council
members that just arrived, Ms. Tina Jackson
and Mr. Stuart Weatherford. Certainly, I
appreciate you being here with us this
aftternoon.

MS. HORN: Hi. I'm Katrina Horn. I'm a
retired landowner in Cameron Parish and since
I've been retired, I've been able to enjoy my
home life a lot more and that is great.

One of the things Bren asked us to do was
to say the things we liked about the plans.
Well, I'm going to start off by saying that I
love the barrier protection on the eastern end
of the state. I think those Barrier Islands
are exactly what the Cameron Parish coastline
is going to look like if we don't have
shoreline protection in Cameron Parish. We
will revert to what the eastern side of the
state looks like. So, we need shoreline

protection and it's really, really, really
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common sense. It doesn't take a rocket
scientist to figure out if you're going to
spend $500 million on a marsh restoration
project, and also south of that, just pumping
sand, I don't remember how much that project
was, but if you're going to spend money
pumping sand, then you need to protect that.
I mean, who does that, you know?

I feel like I'm missing something. I
feel like I don't understand something. I
understand it's always about the money. I
don't understand why you have to divide the
50 billion in half and use some for this and
some for the other, why you can't use it on
what's detrimentally needed.

Okay. I'm going to go on. Another thing
I like about the plan is the marsh creation
which we need for our seafood, fisheries. We
also need those little marshes for the
waterfowl and all our wildlife that lives in
those marshes but again, if the shoreline is
not protected, that marsh is going to be quick
to go.

Also, the salinity controlled along the

Calcasieu Ship Channel has been a problem
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forever and we do need to take some control
over it. Last I would like to say, that I do
appreciate all your meetings and for allowing
local input, because without this local input,
you're just going by what you've seen in the
past and, yeah, you've got some scientific
data, but in Cameron Parish, we don't need the
scientific data. We know what we need. So,
come on out if you-all want to do some field
trips, whatever but we've got to get on the
same page here. Thank you.

MR. MYER: Thank you, Tina.

Ralph Libersat.

And Nedra Davis, you're on deck.

MR. LIBERSAT: Good evening. My name is
Ralph Libersat. I'm with Vermilion Coastal
Committee in Vermilion Parish, and that's who
I'm representing today. I want to give
special thanks to the CPRA in their efforts to
come out here and really inform us of what's
going on, again, to give us an opportunity to
comment. I want to thank you all again for
taking a special effort in getting some
additional meetings through CRCO in Vermilion

Parish and the coastal parish. I know this is
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going to give us another opportunity to talk
that away.

I think you-all heard our complaints,
that I love Lake Charles, but -- I went to
school in Lake Charles. Lake Charles is not
in a coastal zone. Vermilion and Cameron is,
and I appreciate you-all coming down here to
hear other concerns. I appreciate the turnout
tonight so we can hear everything.

The plan has a large number of effective
projects both in restoration and protection.

I want to be upfront about that and say that
they do have some excellent things in the plan
and we don't need to throw out the baby with
the bathwater but it definitely has some room
for improvement.

One restoration feature that I'm sure
you've heard from all the previous speakers in
the Chenier plain that is obviously missing is
shoreline protection, in particular, along
Vermilion plain. I'm representing Vermilion
Parish. We have a lack of shoreline
protection on Vermilion Bay. It was there in
2012 and it was very vital and needed to be --

the parish is doing some efforts on its own to
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get shoreline protection there.

The points that I want the CPRA to
consider is that restoration should be our
first line of defense, protecting what we
have. Second line should be restoring some
modifications from hydrological restorations.
I agree with Scooter, that it's in the text,
but we need an icon in there to show that it
is a programmatic function of the master plan
that needs to be recognized somehow.

And last should be our creation. You're
creating it because it's already gone. 1In
Southwest Louisiana, in south Chenier plain,
we have opportunity that we have a very
vigorous growth of vegetation marsh. We need
to project it, so that in 20 years, we won't
have this conversation that I need more marsh
creation because I didn't protect it 20 years
ago. That's what I feel we need to do.

Last but not least is that the funding
opportunity. We're finally getting some
restored dollars and dollars that have been
long awaiting, but if this feature, shoreline
protection is not in the master plan, we

cannot cause share for all of those upcoming
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projects we would like to stretch our local
dollars further. So, an excellent shoreline
protection project that have worked in
Vermilion Parish, TV9, or coastal canal
project, we would like to monopolize on the
one or two areas in the state -- one of the
two areas in the state that's actually
building land.

We have the Atchafalaya basin putting
sediments into the Vermilion Bay. We would
like to put some more shoreline protection,
and then have the marsh creation behind it.
It's been proven with Cote Blanche area, it's
been proven with the TV9 project. So, we
would like that to do and continue. So, I
made it to three minutes too. I appreciate
it.

MR. SPERYER: Thanks, Ralph.

Nedra Davis.

Nick Dixon, you're on deck.

MR. DAVIS: Good evening. Nedra Davis.
I'm the executive director of the Chenier
Plain Coastal Restoration & Protection
Authority. I represent Cameron, Calcasieu,

and Vermilion Parishes. Excuse me, my voice
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was cracking there. Some of the -- well, all
of the issues that everyone that preceded me
covered, basically, the Chenier plain
authority met today and we're drafting a
resolution from the Chenier authority board
and essentially, I'm going to cover six points
out of that resolution that will be
forthcoming and will be sent to CPRA, as well
as the parishes.

So, the first item, as the Chenier plain
Authority recommends, that the CPRA add
shoreline protection to the master plan. The
second item is the -- we recommend that the
CPRA add reference to the Southwest Coastal
Study being consistent with the master plan.
We need clarity within the document. The
third point is we would like the master plan
to acknowledge local parish master plans in an
appendix as viable projects that could be
viewed on a case-by-case basis in the future
for funding, very similar to the 2012 process.

The fourth point is we'd like the -- even
though hydrological restoration is a
programmatic component of the master plan, we

would like to recognize those components in
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the mapping process, potentially the parish
fact sheets so that people can understand on
an easier basis what exactly is written,
especially since Leanne Sharp just gave a
presentation about the elevations in the
Chenier plain being the lowest in the state
and also it's obvious to residents of our
parishes that, you know, with all the severe
flooding invasion, that we would --
hydrological restoration is one of our top
concerns with shoreline protection being the
first.

Fifth point is we would like land
building and land protection. We would
like -- we recommend them to be on equal
footing in the master plan. We understand
that marsh creation is very important, but as
everyone said before, protecting what we have
is our primary goal.

My sixth point is we would like to
protect our investment. As was mentioned,
CS-59, Oyster Bayou, $20 million has been
invested so far; CS-66, Cameron Meadows;
ME-20, CS-59, the TV9 and there's many other

projects that can be referenced. We've spent
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a lot of money, and we would like those
investments to be protected.

On a personal note, I really appreciate
all the hard work that's been put into the
plan. We understand that the public process
is very important and we know that you listen.
I realize in the 2012 master plan, there was
like 22 changes and several programmatic
clarifications and we know that you listened
to us and we're very glad that there's been
more outreach and more public involvement in
this plan. I want to commend you on the hard
work and good job that you're doing.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Nedra.

Nick Dixon.

Charles Atherton, you'll be next. Nick
gets to go first. Let's go. Thank you.

MR. DIXON: Hello. Nick Dixon, and I'm
representing the coalition to restore coastal
Louisiana. CRCL is a statewide organization
concerned with coastal land loss. I'd like to
start off by saying that we commend the State
for their continued efforts to incorporate the
latest science and modeling into this effort

of fighting coastal land loss but since we're
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here in Lake Charles, we want to point out
that we strongly support the prioritization of
salinity control structures within the
Calcasieu Ship Channel to address saltwater
intrusion as a priority project, and that we
also support the implementation of the
Southwest Coastal study to reduce flood risk
for the residents of the Chenier plain. We
recognize that we must balance the various
interests to protect the people and economies
of Cameron and Calcasieu.

That being said, we recognize that the
underlying causes of land loss in the Chenier
plain are different than those in the Delta
plain, including saltwater intrusion and
marsh. (inaudible)

So, we believe that it's critical that we
invest in projects that restore the coast by
restoring natural processes such as hydraulic
restoration and living shorelines.

I want to kind of end this on a note,
which was already mentioned, that we're going
to be hosting something called a restoration
road show where we're going to be talking with

anybody who felt like they didn't understand
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what was being discussed at this meeting and
to maybe get some clarification, to continue
that conversation with ourselves and other
Federal, State, and local agencies. So, we'll
be back in this region to continue this
dialogue and in Abbeville, February 9th, and
Cameron, March 2nd. I encourage all of
you-all to invite your friends, family, and
colleagues to come have that discussion with
us. You can get more on that at CRCL.org.
Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thanks, Nick.

Charles.

Ray Freeman. You'll be next, Ray.

MR. ATHERTON: Charlie Atherton. I guess
I'm representing the people that are no longer
here, because when we started this process
with these meetings many, many years ago that
combined and wound up being what we have here
today, those meetings, they started off with
people telling you to rock everything. The
people that are no longer here because they're
gone, their dying breath was "rock the coast.”

So, we really can't understand that maybe

we're using the words for rock. Your
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technical -- whatever word for rock the coast
they used on the east end of the state,
scratch out whatever and put that word in
because we need our entire coastline rocked
and protected. We support everything you got
in the plan right after you rocked the coast
so we don't lose what you're going to spend
money to develop.

I know in the past when they opened up
the floodgates, I think it was Atchafalaya
floodgates, the satellite photos tracked the
big plume of mud that plugged up the entrance
to the ship channel.

So, Rodney Guilbeaux showed you years ago
how to put the rocks to protect the coast and
just do the whole coast like that. We would
of blocked most of that mud that came when it
was released. The most immediate pressing
problem that we're having in this area in
Calcasieu Parish is flooding. The only way
rainwater or floodwater can leave is down the
channel. Somewhere we're asking you guys to
brainstorm and figure out an alternative
route, if there's nothing but -- you just

figure out how you're going to move floodwater
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west of the river and east of the river into
the freshwater marshes on the other side of
the intracoastal.

When I was a kid, the rainwater here
could just go around through the marshes to
the Gulf. That's no longer the case. It has
to go down the channel. 1Ideally, what we do
is block out off the channel and put pumps
because most of our drainage is tied up but
here in recent years, it's critical. We're
getting -- we're slowly -- because of the
subsidence, sea level rise and all those other
things, we're fast becoming like New Orleans.

So, right now we're still going to -- if
you plan today, we're still going to miss the
boat, because at same point, you're going to
wind up having to put in pumps in a canal
system or some mechanism to move the
floodwater out of Calcasieu south and I would
suggest dump it into the freshwater marshes
where it would be of some benefit and also to
be recycled or reused at some point.

Again, when I started this, I had brown
hair and it was rock, rock, rock. I get the

book and I look on the Internet and I'm not
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seeing the rock. You need to understand we
want the coast rocked from one end to the
other to protect whatever it is that you're
going to add. Thank you for your time.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you.

Ray.

Jeanette Dubinin, you'll be next.

MR. FREEMAN: My name is Ray Freeman.

I'm the executive director of the Iberia
Parish Levee, Hurricane, and Conservation
District. First, I want to thank you-all for
all of you-all's outreach and for all of the
work that you've done on the 2017 master plan.
I want to thank you that at least our flood
protection system is still in the plan as it
was in 2012.

Now, the thing that I'm dissatisfied with
and the common theme that seems to be running
through tonight is shoreline protection or the
absence of it and, you know, it's -- we should
be protecting what is there first and then
build out something else, you know. So, land
building and shoreline protection absolutely
needs to have an equal footing. You know, I

just don't understand why we first have to
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lose it so that we can put it back. Why don't
we just stop it from being lost in the first
place, you know? So, that's to me, a much
better approach.

In our case in Iberia Parish, we have
some situations where we are losing our
coastline and we can't use -- unfortunately,
we can't use rock for other different
obstacles that exist. However, there are
other shoreline protection methods that can be
used and, in fact, you know, CBRA's
participation you know that the demo projects
that were placed on Shark Island, four of them
were placed to compare their abilities to
create land and two of them are still
verifiable but if you look at Shark Island on
Google Earth, you'll see they've reached their
plan. Now if you see it from the satellite,
it's there. Okay?

And that was just a shoreline protection
demo project. So, these demo projects -- or
rather these shoreline protection projects can
help us to prevent the loss and to create some
land. So, you know, it's real important that

we have shoreline protection that works and we

Page | 80




A wWN R

O 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

think that we are on the cusp of some of those
that may be able to be used like in our
condition where we don't -- where we can't use
rock. So, we hope that you consider putting
it on an equal basis. Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Ray.

Jeanette.

Stacy Ortego, you're next.

MS. DUBININ: Good evening. My name is
Jeanette Dubinin. I'm with the Center for
Planning Excellence which is a statewide
organization that assists parish and
municipalities with planning and
implementation in their community and such
falls under the nonstructural activities.

First off, I would like to commend CPRA
on the development of a robust flood risk that
provides a framework to implement
nonstructural projects that have the potential
to significantly reduce flood risks from storm
surge. The detailed plan and actions and
outlines and responsibilities for implementing
nonstructural activities in Louisiana was
urgently needed, and the draft 2017 coastal

master plan addresses this need.
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According to the 2017 draft master plan,
the implementation of nonstructural efforts is
the parish responsibility with the State
provided assistance where needed for an
application process. CPRA's research and
experience working with parish and
municipalities, however, has greatly informed
a recommendation to CPRA that the flood risk
and resilience programs application process be
opened and available to the municipalities to
implement nonstructural projects.

Many municipalities too may have the
capacity and resources to implement
nonstructural projects and with the CPRA's
assistance could expedite these projects to
fully reduce flood risk in their communities
in a timely manner. Thank you.

MR. MYER: Thank you, Jeanette.

Stacy.

John Foret, you're next.

MS. ORTEGO: Good evening. My name is
Stacy Ortego. I'm a representative of
Louisiana Wildlife Federation. First of all,
I'1l commend the State on the hard work.

MR. SPERYER: Can you speak into the mic?
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MS. ORTEGO: I look forward to listening
to everybody's comments. Short people
problems. I look forward to listening to
everyone's comments as they continue and I'll
also be at the following hearings in New
Orleans, Houma, and Mandeville. I will be
keeping our leadership updated on this
progress, as well.

LWF has been concerned about our coast
since the Eighties. We'll be following the
progress of this plan and State's continued
restoration efforts in addition to closely
monitoring a legislature. LWF also works
closely with the Mississippi River Delta
Coalition as well as other partners and groups
that have an interest in coastal protection
and restoration. LWF has been supportive of
the Calcasieu Ship Channel project and we're
pleased to see that remained a priority in the
master plan. The project is important for
combating marsh loss due to saltwater
intrusion from the channel and its completion
is critical.

It's imperative that the State

prioritizes projects with the greatest impact
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considering our limited source of funding and
we must develop additional revenue streams in
order to implement as many projects as
possible. LWF supports the master plan and
the changes for 2017. We have a lot at stake.
It's important that we have strong leadership
and bold actions in order to protect our coast
and the people, wildlife, and businesses that
depend on it. This isn't just a plan. 1It's a
source of hope for Louisiana.

Should we have any additional comments or
suggestions, we'll be sure to have them
submitted by March 26th. Thank you for your
efforts and the opportunity to speak.

MR. MYER: Thank you, Stacy.

John.

Rene Escuriex, you'll be next.

MR. FORET: Good evening. John Foret.
I'm a wetland ecologist currently employed by
(inaudible) and Associates and thank you for
this opportunity to speak. I want to let you
know that as part of my job over the last
20 years has been to understand the previous
plan, that I have to read and digest them and

implement them as best I could. I wanted to
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note and commend you guys for the continued
work to improve the plan each time. Notice,
and I'm guilty, this plan, I was so anxious to
jump to Southwest Louisiana, I skipped all the
first part and was totally lost. I'm
scratching my head, backed up, read it, and I
really appreciate the level of effort that's
gone into it thus far.

This plan, above all the other two plans,
has been involved more dynamic and across the
board, look at coastal restoration and types
of projects. Great job. As you've heard
already, and I'm going to echo again, there's
been a few spots that were missed, but
overall, it's hitting the mark. It continues,
I think, in the future will be even better on
the next plan. I'm particularly impressed
with marsh creation areas. As a habitat guy,
I know that the need for the bugs and the
bunnies of the coastal zone, and we don't get
it without habitat. So, any way we can create
and/or protect should be high priority.

I'm also of the opinion that the
saltwater protection plan along the Calcasieu

Ship Channel is of high importance. Why?
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Because then we can relax or begin to relax,
potentially, the perimeter plan which allows,
what, more bugs and bunnies into the habitat
and that increases yield. That's kudos.
That's good.

I do have one concern, and that concern
has to do with shoreline protection. I had
the honor to spend 12 years working on a
shoreline protection project shoulder to
shoulder with the State of Louisiana to look
at Rockefeller Refuge. Historic erosion rates
were 50 feet a year, as evidenced by
Mr. Trosclair's presentation, that's a bit
dated. Even during the 12 years of
implementation of Rockefeller, we noted
shoreline erosion rates an excess of 150 feet.
So, it's accelerated. What use is it to build
interior marshes if we're going to allow the
exterior perimeter to be eroded and affected?

The Rockefeller Refuge project is funding
2.5 linear miles. 1It's just a small fraction
of what's needed in this part of the coast,
and I encourage you to please look at those
plans, please look at these recommendations

and see if you can't put shoreline protection
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back. Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, 3John.

Rene.

Johnny Desormeaux, you're next.

MR. ESCURIEX: Good afternoon. This is
not a criticism. This is just an observation.
The other public meeting has live loud music.

MR. SPERYER: They're having a lot more
fun than we are.

MR. ESCURIEX: I think this is very
important, and my name is Rene Escuriex. I'm
with C.H. Fenstermaker, also on the Chambers
Southwest Environmental Affairs Committee.
Although I do not have an official resolution
from them, I think I share the same sentiment
as everybody on that e committee that we're
deeply concerned about our coast, not only
from an environmental standpoint, but from an
industry standpoint because it does protect
our coast on our viable and vital
infrastructure there.

I would like to echo the sentiment of all
the previous speaker with the exception of
this gentleman going from brown hair to gray.

I haven't quited reached that stage.
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Nonetheless, I want to congratulate CPRA and
the progress that you made from the 2012 to
the 2017 plan. It is very well developed, and
we are well pleased with the incorporation of
the advances in science and technology. I'm
taking meetings like this into account and
some of our comments.

We are pleased with the diversity of the
plan restoration approaches and the projects.
Again, I want to express my concern about the
lack of shoreline protection in Southwest
Louisiana and ask that this be included in the
2017 plan, as this is first line of defense
without which, any marsh creation measures
could be compromised or short-lived. As one
of your core principles in the original
presentation that was given by Mr. Haas,
building and maintaining land and shoreline
protection achieves that.

Thank you for the great work that you're
doing.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Rene.

Johnny?

Bobby Aguillard, you're next.

MR. DESORMEAUX: Thanks for this
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opportunity to speak. I am Johnny Desormeaux,
just a private citizen, a lifelong resident of
the area. I'm retired. I worked at the
Conoco docks. I was an operations supervisor
in Conoco docks. So, I'm very familiar with
the economic impact of the ship channel.

Being an outdoorsman, I'm also very aware of
the damage caused by the ship channel.

Since ship channel had been built, it's
actually destroyed thousands of acres of
freshwater marsh in Cameron Parish. I guess
in the Sixties, they decided to build locks --
-- Calcasieu locks on the intercoastal canal
and saltwater barrier because they were seeing
damage 25 miles up at the Calcasieu River
killing trees or whatever. So, that's two
structures that they built early on to try to
mitigate some of the damage that was already
occurring in the Sixties.

You know, back at that time, I called
Bass, just north of Hackberry right now it's
just a saltwater mud flat, pretty much all
it's good for.

In the plan -- I got here late. I didn't

see all the plans, but it looks like there is
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a lot of barriers that would be up and down on
the Calcasieu ship channel. So, once all of
those are built, then you're going to have to
maintain the saltwater barrier, maintain the
Calcasieu locks, (inaudible) Cuts, East pass,
West pass. We have all of these structures to
maintain.

So, when the hurricane comes through, I
just, you know, think about the money that's
going to be required to hold -- to rebuild all
of these structures. There would be a lot of
maintenance involved.

I agree with some folks who said that
the -- you know, protect the cheniers because
we're kind of unique here. We're different
than the east part of the state where all
marshes are open to the Gulf. So, we have
cheniers.

In the 2012 plan, they showed a structure
across Cameron, across the ship channels to
put a barrier there across the ship channel.
In this plan, I guess, for some reason, that's
not there. So, I really would like to
understand the thought process on why we got

rid of that structure.
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Recently on TV, I saw where, you know,
ship channels divides East and West Cameron
Parish, and some businesses in Cameron were
having trouble getting to the western part of
the parish because the ferry is out. There's
always -- you know, it's a rinky-dink ferry
and it's always broken.

So, if we build that barrier across the
ship channel and incorporate a bridge into it,
then you will be killing two birds in one
stone. You would be eliminating the need for
all the structures all over the parish, and
then you will be providing transportation from
East/West Cameron so that with all this
economic impact happening in the area, Cameron
Parish could flourish a place to cross right
there. Anyway, that's all I have.

Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you.

Bobby.

Up next is Callie Profit.

MR. AGUILLARD: Hello. My name is Bobby
Aguillard, and I'm a third generation of
commercial fisherman, as well as I enjoyed

fishing with rod and reel and going to
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different areas of Cameron. My son is going
to be a fourth generation fisherman, and this
is what I'm here, to pass it down to him, and
from him, pass it down to his kids later.

I grew up in Cameron Parish all of my
life. When we noticed the rock structures
going out in the Holly Beach, we thought,
"Wow, what an awesome idea."

But they didn't finish it. So, with
that, I myself has seen over the years the
beach get closer and closer to the road and
the road at some point when you were driving
over it, the land had just fell away from the
road. Parts of the road was just asphalt at
some places.

So, I would like to thank you all for
letting us to voice our opinions, and if you
could put more rocks there to where we could
save that area, because that's what we need to
saved. Holly Beach to Cameron Parish
residents, it's our riviera and hopefully is
that the rest of Louisiana. We would love to
save that.

We would like also to thank Chenier for

their project they have in the lower Calcasieu
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Lake. My dad and I were able to oyster with
other oystermen by there, and we did notice
that that is working. There's a lot of things
working there, and it's a good thing for us
and it's a good thing for our families and our
kids. So, thank you-all for that.

But I please ask you to change and put
the shoreline protection into the Cameron
Parish area. It is where we need it, but
also, as far as we can, down the whole coast
of Louisiana, do what we can to get that but
Cameron Parish, we surely need it and would
appreciate it if you-all would put that into
your 2017 plan and thank you-all.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Bobby.

Callie Profit? I might be messing that
one up.

Mark Shirley, you'll be next.

How bad did I mess it up?

MR. PROFIT: You got it right. Hello.

My name is Callie. I am here with Citizen and
Conservation.

My statement is that hydraulic

restoration is a necessity in our age of

environmental design with the help of the
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land, the animals, the plants, the water, and
the people.

I was born and raised as a Missouri farm
girl. I have lived, loved, and worked in
midwest streams, rivers my whole life. From
my experience in the field and the evidence of
the pollution indicate that it must be
accepted, addressed with passion, grace, and
firm consideration of real change.

An example of common frustration, cattle
farms are a way of life and a way of
pollutants in our water system along with the
pesticides. Action must be taken. More than
Louisiana is at stake.

I want to thank you for your time and for
your efforts.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you.

Mark Shirley?

And then up next, Guthrie Percy.

MR. SHIRLEY: 1I'm Mark Shirley. I'm an
extension agent with the LSU AgCenter in
Vermilion Parish, also a resident in
Vermilion.

I want to just commend some of the other

comments that were made earlier about
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shoreline protection that David and Scooter
and the rest of them made, and I got a couple
of things I would like to point out.

One is the fact sheet idea is really good
to have some for each parish to give out. I
did notice in the Vermilion Parish, as far as
economic progress, the agricultural economic
is not listed here. Just fishery, seafood
industry and service oil and gas. So, be sure
to put agriculture in there.

And if ag is not considered in some of
the analyses to justify different projects,
then maybe you need to look back and make sure
that all the projects are necessary, such as
shoreline protection are in there to protect
agriculture community, so, shoreline
protection Vermilion Bay, as well as along the
Gulf Coast.

Mermentau Basin was set up many years ago
as a freshwater system. You have locks on
both sides, the east and west, as well as on
the south side of Rockefeller to protect the
freshwater basin. So, shoreline protection,
again, is going to protect that basin, but

also maintain the shorelines of those
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channels, the freshwater bayou channel that
needs to be maintained and protected so that
all freshwater system is protected which
impacts agriculture in Vermilion, Acadia, Jeff
Davis, Calcasieu, on up.

In the flood risk slides that you showed,
it had the possible storm surge getting inland
pretty far. Did that include -- in the
30-year event, did that include the
possibility of also rainfall? If that's just
storm surge, if you add in rainfall, then the
impacted area needs to be extended all the way
up beyond I-10. So, it's not just the lower
portions of Vermilion Parish, Iberia Parish,
If they get a foot or two of rain, that's --
the water is not going to be able to flow
down. So, you can actually add in another
color to say that in a 100-year event, that
possibility of flooding is going to extend all
the way up to I-10 and beyond.

And just one last thing, a lot of time
and effort, a lot of people here in Southwest
Louisiana went into that Southwest study, and
I would like to see the master plan consistent

with the Southwest Study Plan to kind of turn
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around and say that all the projects in the
master plan are going to be consistent with
the Southwest Study.

Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you.

Mr. Perry?

MR. PERRY: Hello. My name is Guthrie
Perry, and I was with Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries for a number of years, and had the a
pleasure working with a lot of these people
that are here today.

When I first went down -- I was program
manager with Wildlife and Fisheries down in
Rockafeller. When I first went down there,
Ted (inaudible), Bob (inaudible), Oscar
Sturlese, and went out near the beach put a
pilon down. They move another 100 foot in put
another pilon.

Several years later, Ted, Larry McNeese
were working this up and said you're losing
30-foot a year to this thing, and we didn't
have fancy equipment to what they have now.
And, in fact, what we do is some land logs we
have a map, and we cut out, balance it, way to

compare it over here, you know. It worked
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that out. I'm certain we didn't have a GPS.
Later on, we did get some things going,
and in about 1993, '94, the recreation center
in Grand Chenier, we brought up -- Larry
McNeese and I brought up shoreline erosion.
"We need some rocks down here. We're losing

this 30-foot a year, 100 acres," and we wanted
in rocks.

And what was said, "No. We're going to
have a study, Phase 1 and 2, study.
Development and all that."

And they said, "Waste of time. Look how
good it is over at Holly Beach."

Well, fortunately, when Shannon Mosley
came in and do their study, they were the
boring samples which were very identical to
what Mr. Louis Nichols did in the Fifties with
a hand auger. 1It's similar. Take two hundred
rocks needed, 200 psi, to stay up. That beach
out there was about 30 to 50 psi. So, now the
stuff they're doing in Oyster Creek and all
these other things is working.

I'm glad John Foret mentioned the fact of

the work he's done down there and I'm

surprised too to see that shoreline protection
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wasn't included right now at Rockefeller.

Another thing that David mentioned, the
lack of projects in Calcasieu Parish, that is
very important. We need it up here too. So,
I just want to close that while I was at
Rockefeller, we lost 4,500 acres of
Rockefeller refuge to the Gulf of Mexico.

Thank you.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Mr. Perry.

I don't have any more cards for someone
who has requested to speak on the record
tonight. So, let's see if anyone raises their
hand.

What we will now do is go into the second
portion of today's public hearing. You just
heard a lot about the master plan, 50-year
outlook on that. 1I'll ask Michael Ellis,
executive director of CPRA, to come up and
present the 2018 annual plan.

Same sort of process, Folks, if you want
to speak and provide an official comment on
that document, we ask you to Bren in the back
and folks around the room and complete one of
these yellow sheets, fill it out, hand it in,

and then we will call on you at the conclusion
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of this presentation. Mike has promised it's
going to be short.

MR. ELLIS: Thank you. Am I on a
three-minute time as well here. Yeah.
Hopefully the annual plan will provide some
information that's pretty beneficial to you,
guys.

First off, my name is Michael Ellis. 1I'm
the executive director for CPRA implementation
group, and I appreciate this opportunity to be
up here. This is my first round of actually
annual plan and master plan meetings, and I
think it's important for me to be here because
I get to hear. I get to hear from the folks
closest to the situation. I think that's
going to help me going forward in important
informed decision. So, I appreciate you-all's
input. I appreciate you-all coming out and
taking the time. I can definitely tell how
important all of this is to you, guys.

MR. ATHERTON: Is this the part where the
rock is?

MR. ELLIS: 1Is that what's important to
you? I think we got to that earlier.

But I do -- I'm almost a year at CPRA.
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One thing I like to call out is the folks that
actually run the organization with me. 1It's a
tremendous group of people. A lot of them are
here today. If you-all don't mind standing up
so we can see how many people we have from
CPRA to support this and they not only
consider it as a job, they're very passionate
about what they do. They spend a lot of time
talking about it. They want to talk about it.
They want to understand it. They want to get
better with what they do. So, I appreciate
their efforts.

So, I'm going to go into a little bit
about the master plan, and kind of the
difference is, if you will, sometimes it gets
confused, and I know I was also confused when
I was on the outside, the difference between
the master plan and the annual plan.

The best way I consider looking at it is
that the master plan is really a science-based
plan. It's built on great science, and
you-all heard a lot about it.

The annual plan is really about the
numbers in the schedule, how we're going to do

it. So, we're mandated every year to put out
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an annual plan. This is the ninth one since
2010, and what I'm going to be discussing is
the fiscal year '18 plan.

A couple of things that the plan requires
us to do. It requires us to set a three-year
budget or expenditure plan. It really -- it
nails down the projects that we anticipate
having funds for and building -- or planning
and building, as well as schedules associated
with that. That's the implementation
projection.

And we take a look at the annual plan as
best we can and assess the projects that we've
done in the past. So, that's really what the
annual plan does, but for me, more
importantly, it allows me the opportunity to
look at the next three years, how do we plan
to plan, design, construct, and operate and
maintain and learn from these projects that
we're building.

Some of the milestones I won't go in to
too much detail. I think Bren discussed it in
a little bit more detail, but what's important
up here is, obviously, on the third. The

drafting of the plan was released to the
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public. We're here tonight, and we have a
series of projects -- I mean, of hearings over
the next couple of weeks. The important day
to me is the 03/26/17. That's when we -- you
know, we want to hear from your comments
tonight but also, that's when we're going to
close the comment period on the F.Y. '18 plan.

So, in summary, you know, Bren did a good
job, and obviously, everyone's aware of the
'17 master plan. So, we're working side by
side with the plan to develop the '18 annual
plan but more important than this is from the
F.Y. '17 annual plan to F.Y. '18 annual plan,
we've had som uncertainties. You know the
settlement of the oil spill was last April.
So, we know we're going to start receiving a
substantial amount of money starting in April
of '17.

So, that's allowing us to provide a
little bit more certainty as to how we plan
our work. So, I'm going to a little bit of
detail of that over the next couple of slides,
but what I'd like everyone to do -- I know the
master plan is very important, but it take

some time to look at the annual plan, make
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some comments because that's really, really --
if you say the rubber meets the road, that's
really where the rubber meets the road,
implementing these projects. So, I can't do a
justice. It's a lot of information. So,
please take some time to look at it.

What else is different? We're building
bigger projects, more complex projects. So,
you know, out east you hear about the
diversion but out west, we talked a little bit
about the Calcasieu project. That's a very
complex, very important project to us. We're
happy that we have funding to move forward for
that.

We always talk about adaptive management,
and what is adaptive management? It's more
than lessons learned. People say it's lessons
learned. We -- and you're going to see a
ramp-up in adaptive management in the coming
years. What that means to me simply is we
want to understand how to get better. We want
to understand how to input things that we see
out in the field or the things we see during
construction or design and put that back into

the process to get better with what we're
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doing. So, as we move forward to '18 and
outer years, we're going to do -- we're going
to do more robust adaptive management. I
think that's very important.

Another thing you'll see in '18 is we're
going to be completing some of the older
programs, the CF program, the sunset in the
August of 2016, a couple of the prime
programs. I'm going to show you some charts
that you're going to see that those are kind
of winding down, but we also -- we have some
good news. We have some funds that will be
ramping up over the next couple of years as
well.

A little bit about our funding sources,
and I won't go in too much detail other than
we do have money coming in, but we have -- we
have a lot of opportunities, if you will. So,
we do have limited resources. We do have to
make tough decisions at many times. In many
cases, some of these funding sources have
restrictions that we can spend the dollars on.
So, I'm not going to go into a whole lot of
detail other than in the annual plan, there's

some really good explanations of where we can
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spend the money, how we can spend the money.

So, one thing I do want to point out is
that from the state revenues -- and that
primarily operates the implementation
business, and we also do some -- basically, we
forward some money for grants and, the
matching program. It's usually, we
anticipate -- it's based on o0il prices, and we
usually around 25 to $30 million a year. This
year, the next couple of years, we're in the
estimating around 14 million. So, we have a
lot of work to do and, in many cases, a lot
less funds to operate.

Some accomplishments of these in the
'17 -- in '17 plan as well. I won't go into
too much detail, but we had -- we already --
we have 11 -- in 2016, we completed 11
projects worth about $330 million, and it
benefited around 3500 acres.

Ongoing in construction, we have
29 projects currently going on, and we're
moving forward to a -- and I think that we --
we're looking at benefit in around
20,000 acres in March, and it's around

$5.5 billion. So, we have a lot -- a lot of
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work we've done in the past, but there's a lot
of work going on right now. As you'll see in
a minute, we have a lot of work being planned
as we move forward.

So, this is the table -- you can think
this is Section 4 of the annual plan, as well
as the executive summary. This is our
projected revenues. There's a lot of
information on this table and one thing I want
to point out, and if you can see right here,
the trust fund, that's what we talked about
earlier. This is primarily how we operate our
business, and we've -- historically, I got
around 25 to $30 million. So, you can see
that's a tremendous impact from us. At the
same time, you can see that some of the oil
spill dollars are starting to come in, and so,
we expect those revenues over the next
three years.

Then also, I told you a little bit
earlier some of the programs, like CDG 1is
going away as well. What this revenue
represents is $2.5 billion over the next
three years that we anticipate moving forward.

So, if you have any accountants in the
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room for -- if you have a revenue, you must
have expenditures. These are the
expenditures. I won't, like I said, go into a
whole lot of detail, but it -- this represents
quite a bit of work over the next three years.
So, I encourage everyone to spend some time
and look at that and comment on that. We'd
love to hear what your thoughts are.

This slide just depicts the previous
expenditure graph. What's important here is,
obviously, we spend quite a bit of the money
on the construction sites. At the end of the
day, you know, that's what we want to get at
and -- but in previous years, you may not have
seen as much engineering design, which is
encouraging to me, is this engineering designs
were able to kick off because some of the o0il
spill dollars will turn into construction in
subsequent years. So, that's just a way of
kind of us to look at and weigh at how we are
looking at the projects moving forward.

This is the schedule. We scheduled out
all of the projects for the next three years.
This is how we schedule them. There's

planning, there's design, there's
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construction, there's -- so, one thing to
point out to these folks out here, which is a
very important project to us, is the Calcasieu
Ship Channel project. So, as you can see,
it's currently under design, and, you know,

we -- it's funded by RESTORE. This is how we
manage our work. So, we schedule. This is
how we know if we're getting behind, how we
track ourselves. So, this is part of our
implementation plan.

We also track our programmatic
expenditures over the next three years. These
aren't necessarily projects. These are
overarching programs, if you will, that
support our project. For example, the
Beneficial Use Program. You know, we
obviously tend to continue to fund that but
what's important to note right here on this,
this fiscal year '18, is some assistantship to
levees, as well as restoration partnerships.

We're not anticipating '18 with new
programs. There's some existing programs that
we're going to continue to fund in the '18.
However, because of what I spoke about

earlier, our reduction in oil spill -- I mean,
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in our mineral trust dollars, were unable to
fund some of those programs. However, we're
looking at possibly funding the GOMESA, and
GOMESA comes in in 2018, '19 time frame to
pick up some of these programs and obviously
looking at restoring other opportunities. So,
they're very important to us. However,
because of some of the shortfalls that we've
experienced, we're behind. We had to look at
ways to reduce.

This very complicated expenditure graph
is for adaptive management. What I wanted to
put it up there for when there's quite a bit
of work, that's going to be going into
adaptive management over the next three years.
It's very important to us, and that's where
you can see a tremendous ramp-up as far as the
dollar spent in support of our programs and
projects.

Lastly, this is basically how we operate.
This is our operating expenditures. As you
can see in the first -- last CPRA, that
encompasses the implementation staff of around
165 people including our field offices.

That's salaries. That's vehicles. That's
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overhead. That's, you know, keeping our
building lights on and et cetera.

As you can see, that stays pretty steady,
and what I spoke about before, about our, you
know, operating cost from mineral trust going
down, you know, we, obviously, still
maintaining a certain level of staff and --
but what -- another thing that's important
about that number, $23 million, roughly, I
think it represents about 4 percent of our
overall budget. So, we're a very lean
organization. We pride ourselves with that.
As you can see, a lot of these folks here,
they're going to be traveling around the whole
state. They're spending their evenings --
they're -- we don't have a lot of people. So,
please take that into consideration when you
say that we're not out here enough. We're
trying to get out here as much as we can, and
we'll never turn anything down. That's one
thing that we're very proud of.

So, one other thing that I want to point
out is this number here, $23 million, if you
look at -- when I spoke earlier about how we

operate the funds that we're getting is being
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reduced -- has been reduced because of the oil
price, we're able to offset this number by
basically program -- I mean, our staff is
working on the project, working on the program

that's funded through different source,

whether it's -- they're able to charge their
time back. So, that's -- so, we're trying to
be -- we're as efficient as we can about

charging time back to the projects, reducing
our overhead costs.

Really, that's pretty much it. I hope I
didn't keep you-all too long. I appreciate
it. Same thing, I guess. Nick, you're going
to come up here and let me know if you have
any comments. I hope you have some, but if
not, I hope to see some of you soon. Thank
you-all very much.

MR. SPERYER: Thank you, Michael.

Again, we're happy to take these
comments. At this point in time, I have not
received any forms to provide official public
comment here on the annual plan. So, we're
not going to keep you.

Ralph?

MR. LIBERSAT: Yeah. I would like to
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comment.

MR. SPERYER: Yeah. Come on, Ralph.
State your name and who you represent.

MR. EDWARD: Ralph Libersat, Vermilion
Coastal Committee.

Mike, I want to commend you on presenting
something on budget numbers, you know, after a
long meeting. So, you did make it
interesting. I caught a couple of things.

So, I hope you don't feel too bad.

Basically, on the revenues versus
expenses, one of the big things I saw
different from last year to this year was the
payment. You put it in the revenue column,
and I understand why, and explained it to me,
basically, how we going to do that. I think
it's a little bit of a voodoo economics, and I
would like you to just call it what it is.
It's going to be an expenditure.

Jim, I want to commend you for your great
efforts. I know we're going on a lot of stuff
here with the congressional district to try to
get that waived. I would encourage you to do
that but let's call it what it is. It's going

to be an expense. It's going to be in a tune
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of $98 billion per year that we're going to
have to pay for this hurricane protection in
New Orleans.

Now, our GOMESA funding is probably about

in the tune of about 143 million per year on a
good estimate. So, we're going to be left
with $40 million to do restoration efforts.
We need to take that care of, and we need to
call it what it is. 1It's an expense. Let's
go ahead and put it there and let's not just
hide it.

The only other thing with the funding for
the levee districts, I saw that a million
dollars a year, I believe, is what it is. I
don't remember exactly but I wanted to ask a
question: 1Is the Chenier Plain Levee District
and the Iberia Levee District included in that
figure?

MR. ELLIS: We were digesting your first
part.

MR. LIBERSAT: I must slow down. I got
three minutes.

MR. SPEAKER:

MR. SPERYER: Ralph, we can certainly

chat off-line to answer your questions. Save
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this for your official comment, and then we
can follow up with questions and
clarifications.

MR. LIBERSAT: Okay. If it's not -- and
I don't think it is. My point, I was going to
make this that Chenier Plain and the Iberia
Levee District are operating at handicap
because they don't have the mileage that the
other districts do to do the basic services.
It costs them an arm and leg, as you know,
just to get a ballot -- you know, to get
something on the ballots so they can't get
funding to do this. If they don't have the
funding to do -- to advertise that, we're
operating always in a hole and playing catch
up, and we're begging and robbing Peter to pay
Paul. So, it's very difficult for the Chenier
Plain District to do that.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, I apologize to you,
Ralph, on missing your second question. We
were flipping through the tables, and I think
we might need a little bit more clarification
on where you're seeing the GOMESA, the
100-year payback -- or the 30-year payback, --

excuse me, is listed as a revenue and not as
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an expenditure. I'm looking at the chart
here.

MR. LIBERSAT: It's in the revenue chart
or did I misread that?

MR. ELLIS: According -- in the draft
plan that we have in front of us, it's listed
in the expenditure chart. So, I don't know if
it's in the -- on the PowerPoint.

MR. LIBERSAT: Can you flip back a couple
of slides on that?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah. We can --

MR. LIBERSAT: Okay. All right. If it
is -- and I apologize for that comment, but I
thought it was in the revenue column.

MR. ELLIS: Oh, okay. I see what you're
talking about. We can chat off-line. I
understand.

MR. SPERYER: Okay. Thank you, Ralph.

Any official public comments on the
annual plan?

Look, we have mentioned it a few times,
you've got until March 26th. Your comment
online or in writing, it's just as good as the
comments that we heard here today. I hope

you've also seen our commitment to really work
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with you. We heard a lot of comments today.

The good news to all of you is when you
look at the appendices in the final plan that
gets produced and submitted in April, the
conversation that we have tonight will clearly
be documented. So, be patient with us as we
work through this public comments here.

I would also like to say, doing a
Facebook Live, we had over 800 people join at
some point in time to watch some portion of
the presentation. It's amazing what we're
able to do with technology to try to reach
more people than was just here with us today
here in Lake Charles.

So, with that, we'll let you go, and
drive home safe. Thank you for taking time
this afternoon. We'll see you soon.

(Whereupon the proceedings were concluded)
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MR. SPEYRER:

We are here for the hearing for the draft
for the 2017 Coastal Master Plan. | wll sort
of wal k you through the agenda for this
afternoon. First, | amgoing to ask Chairnman
Johnny Bradberry with the CPRA, the Coast al
Protection and Restoration Authority here in
Loui siana to say a few remarks. After those
remar ks, Bren Haase will then come up and
provi de about a twenty-five m nute overview
presentation of the draft 2017 Coastal Master
Plan. At that point in tine we are going to
stop the presentation and we are going to all ow
the public to provide public coments on that
docunent .

At the concl usion of those public coments
we wll then ask Mchael Ellis to conme up and
give a presentation on the fiscal year 2018
Annual Plan for CPRA. And then we w || take
public comments on that plan. So we are here
as long as we need to be and | ook forward to
the presentation as well as the public coments
we are going to hear.

So with that | would |like to introduce and

wel cone M. Johnny Bradberry, chairnman of the
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Coastal Restoration Authority.
MR. BRADBERRY:

Wel cone and it is good to see everybody
today. It is good to be here. And you know
this is the second neeting that we have, the
public neeting that we have regarding the draft
plan for 2017. And we wel cone your comments.
| mean, you know, we are nandated by law to
have three public nmeetings. W are going to
have four and then we're going to tag al ong
wth other neetings to try and nake sure we get
a good cross section of what you think about
the Master Plan. So tonight | would really
li ke for you to be engaged. W wel cone these
comments. \We have incorporated coments
already fromthe public, but this is just
anot her avenue for you to voice your opinion,
and your thoughts, and your desires, and your
wants. Whatever you want to call it as it
relates to the Master Plan. So, again,
encourage you to do that. This is a great
forumto do that in. Good and bad in ternms of
what you |i ke and disli ke about the plan. But ,
hey, if we can't take the heat then we w || get

out of the kitchen, so to speak
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| would |ike, before we go any further, |
would li ke to recogni ze sone public officials
here. Representative Chris Leopold is here.
Chris, good to have you here. Thank you. W
have several officials fromthe FICUS Council.
Anpbs Corm er, President of Plaguem nes Parish.
Charlie Burt, Councilman. Charlie, there he
is. And we have Audrey Trufant- Sal avant,
Counci| Menber. And we have Matt Ram fromthe
Port of New Ol eans, and thank you Matt for the
second neeting. Any other public officials
that I m ght have m ssed? Now you can beat up
on the Council Menber. Yes, sir?
MR, TEMPLET:

Counci | Menber Ricky Tenplet from

Jefferson Pari sh.
MR. BRADBERRY:

Ri cky Tenplet. Anyone else? Now you can
beat up on the councilnmen and the
representatives if you want to, as opposed to

CPRA. Just kidding. Again, | would encourage

you to be engaged tonight. | have every
indication that you will. This is, you know,
we provided your public comments. | just
wanted to make you aware - nmke it known to
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you that this is not a debate, you know, we are
going to hear your comments, we are going to
take those in, we are going to acknow edge
them W are going to take them back with all
t he other comments that we have from our
meetings and we are going to rationalize what
shoul d change in the plan. But tonight we are
gi ving you the opportunity to speak. W won't
sit up here and debate with you. O course if
we did there is a lot of white cards and we
woul d probably be here all night. So the
format here is |listening to you, we are going
to actively listen. W wll take those
comments back again and wll work them  So,
again | wel cone you, thank you for being here
and |l et's have a good show.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you Chairman Bradberry. | would
li ke to ask everybody in the aisles, you ve got
to go on and sit down. No one is allowed in
the aisles for fire code purposes. There is
pl enty of seats down here in the front. W ask
folks to please scoot in and accommpbdate and we
are going to get everybody into the seats.

Next up will be Bren Haase, Chief of
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Pl aning for CPRA to give a presentation on the
Coastal Master Plan. | would |like to wel cone
the two hundred plus here today, but | would
also like to wel cone the audi ence we have on
Facebook. This is the second neeting in a row
that we have decided to |ive broadcast these
public hearings, really in an attenpt to
provi de nore access to the citizens across this
coast that care so nuch about the place they
call home and care so nmuch about this master

pl an. Last night we had a little over 1,500
views, so we wll see how the New Ol eans
meeting does in conparison to that. W thout

any further ado, Bren Haase with the Master

Pl an.
MR HAASE:

All right. Thanks, Nick. Thanks Chairnman
Bradberry. | appreciate the introduction. And
man, what a turn out. This is fantastic. It

really goes to the first point | would like to
make as we nove into this presentation, you
know, and that's that, you know, we are all
here for one purpose, | think. And that's a,
that's a good thing, that's a beautiful thing

for the coast of Loui si ana. W all want to do
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t he nost good for nost people that we can
across our coast. And | think the turnout here
tonight is certainly evidence of that. | -
and again, this is just a trenendous, and a
strong forum and a good showi ng of this part
of the region in terns of, in terns of that.

So | want to thank you all for being here, |
appreciate your tinme. And wi thout further ado
we are going to get right into things.

We work for the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority. Excuse ne. W are
roughly a new State agency forned after the
hurri cane season of 2005. W have a pretty
strict core nandate. That nmandate is to
devel op, inmplenent, and enforce a conprehensive
Master Plan for coastal restoration and
hurri cane protection in the State of Louisiana.
W want to restore our coastal ecosystem and we
want to protect our citizens fromthe risks
associated with hurricanes and tropical storm
surges. That is relatively straight forward.

We know we are doing this in the face of
an ongoing crisis, we are certainly facing a
crisis here in coastal Louisiana. You can see

that depicted here on this map. This is a nmap
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of historical | and | oss dating back to 1932.
The red on this map represents | oss and the
green on the map represents gain. But you can
see on the nap we | ost about 1,900 square mles
of our coastal wetlands, again, dating back to
1932 tinme frane. That is an astonishing
anount. And | ooking forward - the predictions
don't, you know, are trending in the sane way
if we don't do anything about that |and | oss.
So we've got a fundanental problemfacing the
coast of Louisiana fromthe land | oss and
that's sonething | think we are all aware that,
that needs to be addressed because it affects
all of us and our comunities, and how we nake
our living, and so forth.

So along those lines, and certainly we
think Louisiana is worth saving. W are a
national treasure if not an internationa
treasure. And you can see under the stats
|isted here. But of course too nany people
live in coastal Louisiana and |I'm not going to
go through in terns of trades and ports.
Certainly we're | ooking at the Port of New
Oleans. It is inmensely inportant, not just

to Loui siana and New O | eans but to the nati on,

10
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and internationally as well. |In ternms of our
ecosystens services, our water fow production,
and fisheries production, and so forth we are
second to none and certainly worth saving.

And we are nmaking investnents in our
coastal econony. And just a few of those I'm
poi nting out here, starting out in the west,
over $100 million dollars has been invested in
t he sout hwest part of the state over the | ast
several years or so. You can see the inpact
that has as it relates to jobs and revenue.

Port Fourchon, | think we are all very famli ar
wth, and certainly in terms of its support of
energy production for the United States. It is
i mensely inportant, and you can al so see the
five new jobs established for every job that's
devel oped as in - at Port Fourchon. And of
course, again, as we were tal king about the
Port of New Ol eans and the transportation
systemthat is associated with the M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver. You can see what the inpact of the
potenti al deepening of that river m ght have on
this region, and certainly in the country. And
we believe we are worth fighting for. W need

to save these areas. W need to do what we can
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to, again, restore our coast and protect our
citizens for these reasons here.

And this gets into sone of the econonic
drivers. Certainly energy production and the
dollar figures associated with that are
i mmense. And, again, being in the
transportation. And sone of the intrinsic
val ue of just our natural ecosystem are
estimated to be into the trillions of dollars.
So that is not certainly something to sneeze
at. An so in recognition of all of this,
again, CPRA was forned. W have been doi ng an
awful 1ot of work over the | ast decade or so.
About $20 billion has been secured for doing
the kind of work I am going to tal k about
tonight in coastal Louisiana. Mny of those
dollars are on the ground in terns of
restoration and protection projects. One
hundred twenty mllion cubic yards of dredge
mat eri al has been noved to do things |ike
rebuil d our marshes, our barrier islands,
rebuild bridges, and so forth. W have been
able to benefit over 36,000 acres of coastal
wetlands in that time frane. W have

constructed 282, or inproved 282 mles of
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| evees during that tine frane, and were able to
do work on about sixty mles of our barrier

i slands and barrier shorelines on the sane tine
period. So, this is just a representation of
sort of what that | ooks |ike across the state.

Qobvi ously we have done a lot of work in
this area in ternms of risk reduction and al so
restoration of - nuch nore work is going on
along the coast. And nuch is going on as we
speak. So on the North Shore the Bayou
(i naudi bl e) project is turning dirt right now
Moving around to the west recently conpleted a
project that is being worked on the western
part of the state. These projects are going on
as we speak, so we are turning dirt right now
and certainly there is nore in the pipe |line
that will be upcom ng. W are going to hear
nore about that as part of the Annual Pl an
presentation that will follow this one.

So, what's the coastal Master Plan, what
is it at its nost basic? It is really a nethod
for us to nake difficult decisions. W know we
can't do everything that we want to do for all
of our citizens. It is just areality of this

busi ness. W can't restore our coast to a
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| evel of, historical |evel, you know, 1930's,
for exanple, or even the 1990's for that
matter. W can't provide all the protection
that we would like, or risk reducti on we woul d
li ke, for all of our citizens. But we can do a
| ot of good with what we have over the next
fifty years or so. And so the Master Plan
provides a franework for us to make those very
tough decisions. And at the end of the day

t hat nmet hodology results in a list of projects
and at its nost basic the Master Plan does, of
course, result in that list of projects for us
to hopefully to that nbst good for the nost
peopl e.

Wiy do another plan? First of all it's
required by law. W are required to update it
every five years, and | think for good reason.
You all are keenly aware, | think, of the
dynam c nature of our coast. |t changes m nute
by m nute, hour by hour, certainly week by
week, and year by year. And so updating to the
plan allows us to react to the changi ng
| andscape and allows us to be able to nodify
the plan to adjust to those changes that we

see. W also learn things as we go. As we
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i mpl enent projects we get better at them we
| earn frominpl ementi ng those projects. And
that m| eage and that, you know, those
i nnovations will be incorporated into the
Master Pl an updates. So we are doing this kind
of thing right now. And technol ogy, again, and
sci ence, and engineering, and so forth
certainly inproves as tine marches on and
allows up to develop a plan that helps us to
integrate those systemrestorati ons and ri sk
reducti on aspect of things.

So, what are sonme of the things that are
different? | nentioned sonme of the | essons
| ear ned, including advancenents in technol ogy
and the things that we know about. So we have
i mproved our science and our technical analysis
for the 2017 plan. Really, the ink wasn't dry
on the 2012 plan when we began to think to
oursel ves, "Wl l, what are those things that we
need to do differently? Wat would we have
done if we actually had the tinme, or the data,
or the ability to do sone things differently to
try to do a better job by putting this plan
t oget her ?"

So those things were, many of those things
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were incorporated into the 2017 analysis. W
have i ncorporated new i deas and i nformati on
into this plan, so we put calls out for two new
projects. W certainly don't believe that we
don't have all the answers. And so there are
public calls made for new i deas, new projects
to be evaluated as part of the 2017 Master

Pl an. Excuse ne. And, you know, nany of those
projects were part of the overall eval uation
process in developing this plan. There is a
new i ncreased focus on flood risk reducti on and
resilience. And | think you'll see that
reflected in the devel opnent of the non-
structural programas part of the 2017 draft

pl an.

There is an increased enphasis on our
communities. Certainly we recogni ze, the
reason we are doing all this in the first place
is for our people, for our communities. W all
need a place to live, and a place to be able to
recreate, and a place to make a living. And
that is a significant driving force behind
trying to acconplish what we hope to acconplish
in the draft Master Plan. | think you will see

that reflected in our people in the | andscape
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docunent that was avail able. Hopefully you got
a chance to pick one of those up today,
tonight, and take a |look at that. But it

di scusses issues |like how does | and | oss affect
our ability to insure ourselves, how does it
affect the people that |Iive along the coast,
and our ability to have viable comunities and
so forth.

W' ve expanded our outreach and engagenent
for this, this go around. And we have been
able to, with a little bit of clarity on our
fundi ng situation associated wth the Deepwat er
Hori zon oil spill settlenent, we have been able
to get a sense of, or a recognition of the
urgency of the need to put projects on the
ground now rather than later. Being able to
put sonme of the funding that we otherw se would
have had to support sone of those projects
earlier in the process. Again, projects on the
ground sooner rather than | ater

So the objectives of the Master Plan, you
see those listed here. Again, we want to
protect our citizens fromfl oodi ng associ at ed
W th hurricanes and storm surges. W want to

harness the natural resources that are built in
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south Louisiana in the first place. It
certainly nakes sense to tap into those things
that builds the |and that we are standi ng on
right now to begin with. W want to provide
coastal habitats to support commercial and
recreational activities, they are inportant to
all of us. Certainly our coastal heritage is
sonething that is extrenely inportant to us,
that's why so nmany of us live in this region.
It is sonething that we hold near and dear and
sonmet hi ng that we want to be able to preserve
in the future. And that culture and heritage
is sonething that is intricately intertw ned
W th our coastal, coastal |andscape. And we
want to be able to provide a working coast.
Again, all this is about, you know, our
communities and the people that |live on the
coast and we want to be able to provide a

| andscape and a pl ace where we can work and
make a |iving.

So in terms of devel oping a coastal Master
Plan, this is sort of the, the schematic that
identifies that. W start off with a nunber of
projects. | nentioned the call for new

projects earlier that we eval uate through a
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series of analytical tools, predictive nodels.
We are then able to organize and hel p fund or
under stand the outcone of those predictive
nodel s through a planning tool that indicates
or hel ps us understand how to put projects
together. So in many cases projects, you know,
one plus one is actually greater that two when
you're tal king about projects. Perhaps the

di versions or nmarsh creation project, the two
can work beneficially. For many instances
projects work, you know, agai nst each other
essentially, and so the planning tool hel ps us
identify where there is synergy and where there
is potential conflicts, and how we mn ght put
projects together in ternms of alternatives that
need to be eval uated through those predicative
nodel s and ultimately be viewed again in the

pl anning tool to develop a draft plan as you

w |l see today.

So let's start with the coastal projects.
There were 135 restoration projects that were
eval uated as part of this, part of this
process. Fifty-four non-structural protection
projects. And when | say non-structural we are

tal ki ng about voluntary fl ood-proofing of
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comrerci al structures, hone el evations, and
acqui sitions. Again, voluntary acquisitions
where those nmay be deened necessary. And then
twenty structural restoration projects. And by
that, those are the things that we are
certainly nost famliar wth; flood gates,

| evees, things of that nature is what we are
tal ki ng about there.

Just to give you an idea of how they are
associ ated. So that represents 209 projects
that were evaluated to be incorporated, to
potentially be included in this part of the
Master Plan. So the dollar figure associated
with those 209 projects is roughly $150 billion
dollars. So as |, you know, | nentioned
earlier, really what we are tal king about in a

nice way is a way to make sonme tough deci sions.

Wll, it's, it's pretty tough to try to pare
down $150 billion worth of projects within a
$50 million constraint which is what we are
working with here. And | will get into a

little nore detail on that in just a nonent.
The demand for this kind of work greatly
out paces our ability to supply the work.

So we are getting into the predictive

20

Page | 139




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

T N T T T T e e e T ~ S S = S T
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

nodels a bit. And the real thing to, to take
home fromthis is if you | ook at kind of the
top, right-hand side of this as we are talking
about these nodels. This is where we are able
to eval uate how projects affect things in our
environment. How does it affect the way water
noves? How does it affect the salinity of the
water? How might a project affect vegetation
or the way sedinent is either deposited or
renoved from an area? Wat happens to our
barrier islands if we build a project? And
those kind of things. But we also | ook at
things |i ke surge waves, storm surges and
waves, and how projects affect those and how

t hose storm surges and waves, of course, are
translated to risk. And we do that over a
range of environnmental scenarios. And you can
see the factors associated with those over on
the right-hand side of that slide.

So let me begin to tal k about the planning
tool here. There are really tw factors that
are, or two drivers that affect whether or not
a project is selected or not selected as part
as the master plan analysis. And that's, it's

those that you see here. How well does a
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project reduce the flood risk to our
conmuniti es and how well does the project build
or maintain the land? So those are our primary
deci sion drivers and you see those again here
on this slide. But |I nentioned constraints
earlier in a $50 billion plan. W know we
don't have all the noney in the world to do,
again, all the projects that we would |ike. W
don't have that $150 billion, and so we are
constrai ned by those dollars. And so funding
you see is listed there as a constraint. W

al so have sone natural resource constraints as
well in ternms of sedinent, fresh water,
nutrients, and so forth that are available to
do all the things that, that we would like to
do.

We al so have these, these other things,
these netrics, or things that we neasure are
listed on the right-hand side of this, of this
slide here. And these are, again, things that
we know are inportant to us. It is not just as
si npl e has how much | and we are buil ding or
mai nt ai ni ng or how much risk we reduce, there
are al so other things that are very inportant

to us. So we you use these netrics, both
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community and environnental nmetrics, to inform
how projects - how they nay affect things |ike
traditional fishing communities for exanple, or
how t hat m ght affect alligators, or oysters,
or water fow for exanple. And so these are
sone other ways wth which we can | ook at the,
| ook at the plan and the projects that are part
of the plan.

So that is kind of the technical, science
part of this thing. But we al so know t hat
we' ve got to be responsive to the needs of our
communities. And we think we are doing that,
and hopefully we wll continue to do that. |
menti oned outreach earlier and really | think
that this has been an unprecedent ed anount of
outreach in the, in the recent past. This, and
" mnot going to go through each of these, but
this represents 150 opportunities for folks to
either talk to us about the Master Pl an
process, and for us to, to hear fromfol ks just
i ke you about how this plan has been
devel oped. And this dates back, you know,
three years or so now. And it gets the ganut
fromeverything fromvery, very technical

speci fic nodels, you know, presentations and
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di scussions to, to nore broad neetings very
simlar to this.

Sonething I want to point out and
sonething | think we are very proud of, and we
wor ked with sone of our partners to do this go
around, are sonme of these community
conversations that we've had. So it wasn't
mentioned really earlier, but I have to, | have
to say, we recognize this isn't the best format
to, tointeract with the public. And so we
hel d these community conversations. And these
were opportunities for us to have dinner, sit
around a di nner table and speak wth our
st akehol ders, speak with the people that are
interested in the things that we are doi ng, and
speak with - and have them speak with each
ot her about these issues that are so inportant
to us. And so it's been a really good nodel, |
t hi nk we have gotten sone really good feedback
and really good interaction associated wth
those. And | think that is sonmething that we
will continue to do - and continue to do in
t he past.

| have said that perhaps this is not the

best venue for, for that interaction. I will
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say that we also think that it is very
i mportant to give the public an opportunity to
go on the record and give us official public
comments, which is also why we are al so havi ng
a venue such as this.

So sone of the key decision points
associ ated wth devel oping the plan. |
menti oned earlier our overall funding anount is
that $50 billion dollars. That's not, as |
said, an aspirational anopunt. That is not what
we hope to, hope to, you know, achieve. That
Is a constraint. So that is a constraint that
we put on ourselves in terms of the nunber and
types of projects that we can select. And the
reason we picked the $50 billion, or that was
sel ected, was because, you know, we think that
is a plausible amunt of noney that m ght cone
into the state over the next fifty years. So
it wasn't just pulled out of the air, it was
sonet hing that we | ooked at and, you know,
estimated in terns of potential noney into the
future.

Anot her piece of that funding equation is
the split. So how nuch of that $50 billion did

we assign to the restoration projects versus
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risk reduction - restoration and risk
reduction projects? It is roughly a 50/50
split. Again, that is not an arbitrary nunber,
that is not an arbitrary split. There was sone
anal ysis that went into selecting that nunber
and it turns out, you know, that is essentially
the sweet spot for selecting the nost best
projects in the restoration category and the

ri sk reduction category as well.

In ternms of paying, we nentioned the
future environnents and here it is. W can't
be sure what our future holds, we know that.

We know, you know, predicting the weather is
kind of a good anal ogy here. W know t hat we
don't know exactly what the weather is going to
be tonorrow but we are nore sure what it is
going to be tonorrow than it is fifty years
out, or ten days out. And so as we are

devel oping a fifty year plan, predicting that
future at year fifty becones nore and nore
chall enging. But it's what we have to do to
devel op the plan. And so, again, in devel oping
this plan what we've done is predicted what we
think m ght be the worse case in terns of |and

| oss scenarios into the future, but certainly
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we are hoping for the best. And that's a
conservative approach, we recognize that. But
the, you know, the fact of the matter is that
we are planning for that, sort of, worst. |If
we achi eve sonething that is | ess than that we
are sure to be in nuch better shape than if we
do, if we do the opposite.

And then there is, you know, a need for
t hose near-term benefits and long-term
benefits. So we need restorati on now, we need
protection now. And we know we need those
things on the ground now. But we also want to
make sure that we are making wi se i nvestnents
that wll pay off for our children and
grandchil dren down the road. And so there is
peopl e enphasis in this plan placed on near-
term benefits and | ong-term benefits.

So this is the plan, this is the draft
plan. This is a nap of what the projects and
plan |l ook |Iike. You can see how they are
di stributed across the coast. There are
roughly, there roughly are 120 projects going
on now in the plan. They provide about 802
square mles of |and that would not be there

ot herwi se wthout the plan at fifty years. And
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t hey reduce fl ood damages by about $150 billion
over that fifty year period.

And so taking a cl oser | ook out west you
can see what the projects |look like. A lot of
mar sh creation projects, ridge restoration
projects, shoreline protection projects,
hydrol ogic restorati on projects, and structural
and non-structural restoration projects. And
we'll get into that in alittle bit nore
detail. Myving further the west, of course,
we are getting into where sone of the rivers
are. The Atchafalaya prinmarily here in the
central part of the coast, and so we are
getting into using those as tools to help
restore our coastal sedinent diversions. You
see sone of the barrier islands cone into play
as we nove, again, further east into that
central part of the coast. And then noving
further east in the southeastern part of the
state, again, naking the sanme types of
projects. O course we've got the M ssissippi
Ri ver right outside our door here. It is a
val uabl e tool that we believe, you know, we
need to use to help restore and preserve our,

preserve our coast. Many simlar projects than
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we show on the western map as well.

So a closer |ook at the non-structural
projects. Each of these col ored pol ygons
represents a non-structural project or an area.
We sort of use that terminterchangeably. You
can see the nunber of structures that are
estimated to be potentially mtigated as part
of the non-structural program Again, what |
am tal ki ng about there is voluntary hone
el evations, voluntary fl ood proofing of non-
residential properties, and potenti al
acqui sitions where that nmay be necessary.

So about 26,000 or so structures have been

- that is the estimate for what m ght be
needed coast-w de and at a cost of about $6.1
billion. | will say this, and | hope that |
can be very clear about this, there is not a
list of structures, and addresses, and so forth
that we think, that we think need to be
elevated at this point in tinme. Wat we have
is a very high level estimate of the nunber of
structures that nay be out there that may need
to be mtigated, but nuch nore detail ed work
needs to be done before anything were to occur

on the ground. And certainly, our first call
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- 1f we were to get funding to do any sort of
these mtigation type projects would be to
| ocal parishes and | ocal nunicipalities. They
certainly have nuch nore experience in dealing
wth these and this type of projects, and have
that | ocal knowl edge in determ ning what is
really needed on the ground.

In terns of funding by project type you
can see it broken down here. There is, again,

this a 50/50 split, twenty-five and twenty-five

billion. Ri sk reduction projects you see about
al nrost $19 billion expended for structural
protection, and $6.1 for non-structural. | am

not going through the individual dollar figures
on the restoration side of the house. You see
barrier island, hydrol ogic restoration, nmarsh
restoration, ridge restoration, sedinent

di version, shoreline protection. Now, | would
want to point out again, if you add up the
dollar figure associated with the projects that
woul d require dredging, or actually dredging,
you know, sedi nent and placing that sedinent to
do restoration projects across our coast, this,
is, again, the single | argest expenditure in

the Master Plan, the draft for this, this go
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ar ound.

So | want to go through sone of the, the
out conmes, the nmaps that show the outcones of
the plan. Qur draft plan - this is sonething
that we weren't able to do in 2012, and
hopefully it wll be infornmative and good. |
wll say that if you | ook at the top right-hand
corner of these slides thereis a little icon
there with the cover of the plan. |If there is
a red X, that neans that | am showi ng you a nap
Wi thout the plan in place. |If there is a green
check there I am showi ng you a nap of the, of
that outcone with the plan in place. So this
is sort of the nmedian scenario at year thirty.
This is future wthout action, so with no plan
in place. And you can see, of course, the red
is land loss. The green on these maps, again,
will be land gain. So this is what it m ght
| ook |li ke at year thirty on our coast w thout
any additional action over and above what we
are doing right now And then year thirty with
t he plan you can see sone of these green
pol ygons com ng on line. They represent the
work that, that we are planing as part of the

draft of this plan. W wll look at it again
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at year fifty. This is a future wthout action
or without the plan in place, and then year
fifty with the plan in place. So you can see
again sonme of the land gain and sonme of the

| and sustai ned over the fifty year period
covered in there.

So what does this nean in terns of
absol ute nunbers. Well, what it neans is at
the end of the fifty years that'll have we
about 802 square mles of land that we didn't
have otherwise. So that is a net |and gain
over that fifty-year period, or at the end of
that fifty years.

So this all translates to fl ood dept hs,
right. W know as our coastal | andscape
deteriorates and changes it has an inpact on
t he depth of fl ooding al ong our coast and for
our communities. And so |l will go through
anot her series of maps of a future w thout
action and a future wth action. Take note of
that icon at the top right-hand. So this is a
twenty-five year - excuse ne, the nmedi um
scenario for year twenty-five with a 100-year
event. You can see what the flood depths are

- let me back up actually and say that these
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range, these colors range fromthat blue which
is about one to three feet, if you are not able
to read that fromthe back of the room The
greens are roughly four to six feet, yellowis
seven to nine feet, that orange color is about
ten to twelve feet, red color is thirteen to
fifteen feet, and the purple color is over
fifteen feet of potential flooding. So year
twenty-five with the plan, and you can see what
t hose fl ood depths | ook |Iike across our coast.
And | will show you a difference map. So
this is the difference between that first nmap
and second map that | just showed you, and it
shows the reduced fl ood depths in areas that
are in these blues and greens. So bl ues and
greens, again, are reductions in flooding from
about nine feet up to, you know, m nus three or
mnus four in terns of reduced fl ood depths.
And so we'll | ook at year fifty. Again, this
is wwthout the plan in place for year fifty for
t hat 100-year event. This is with the plan in
pl ace and then I will show you that difference
map again. So, again, the blues and greens are
essentially good colors. Those are the reduced

fl ood depths across our coast as a result of
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havi ng the plan in place.

You know, | point out that there are a
nunber of projects - and | should have pointed
this out properly earlier - that are either on

t he ground already or are under construction
right now. Many of those are in this region
frankly. There is quite a |lot of work going on
in this region. So sone of that is not
reflected in what you are seeing here. This is
a prospective | ook at new projects out in the
future, so | just want to highlight that as we
| ook at these things.

And so again, so in terns of absolute

nunbers, what does that nean? Well, it's about
$8.3 billion in reduced expected annual danmages
out at year fifty. It is really inportant to

note that this is an annual nunber. So it's
that 8.3 billion at year fifty. |If you do sort
of a cumulative tally of what those reductions
m ght be over the fifty year period of analysis
you are | ooking at roughly $150 billion in
savings. So we are just, you know, just on the
ri sk reduction side of things at about a 3:1
return on investnment for a $50 billion plan.

So what does the plan deliver? Wat does
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all of this nean? Well, you know, a nunber of
things | think. First of all it gives us sone
time to adapt and prepare for that future that
we have shown here. W know we can do a | ot of
good for a lot of people for a long tine, quite
frankly. And again, | nentioned sone of the
things, we can build and sustain land to the
tune of 800 to al nost 1,200 square niles.
Moving into the future, we know we can reduce
risk to the, you know, again, to the tune of
roughly $8.3 billion | ooking out to the future.
We provide a diversify of good projects that
can be put on the ground; seventy-siX
restoration projects, or twelve structural
projects identified as part of the plan, and
thirty-two structural projects identified as
part of the plan.

We have ecosystem benefits, and that is
sonething that | didn't really touch on just
now. But in ternms of what happens to our fish
and wildlife and so forth, generally speaking,
we are better with the plan in place than we
are, you know, without that plan. And | think
if you ook at the deteriorating ecosystemin

the future wthout any action you can
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under stand why that may be the case.

We are providing, you know, econom c
devel opnment opportunities for you all, for us,
for our citizens. | think for a couple of
reasons. One, a nore sustainable coasta
Loui si ana al ways encour ages i nvest nent,
encour ages devel opnent, and encourages us to be
here and to devel op those busi ness and econony
that need to be devel oped.

But al so, you know, we're, Louisiana is
really at the tip of the spear when deal i ng
wth these kinds of issues. Adaptation
pl aning, dealing with sea | evel rise issues,
subsi dence i ssues, and so forth. So other
parts of the country and other parts of the
world are going to be dealing with these
things, and in the very near future, if these
predictions hold true. And we are already head
and shoul ders above npbst other places in terns
of dealing with these kinds of issues. And so
this really is an exportable commopdity and
sonething that we think that is a real benefit
for Loui si ana because we can assi st these other
parts of the country and the world in dealing

wth very simlar issues that we are dealing
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wth right now.

So how do you get nore information on all
this? Well, | hope you got your fill of
informati on before you canme in here this
afternoon. And certainly there is a |ot of
ot her venues for getting good information
related to the Master Plan. Qur website,
obviously, is key, is key there. It's Coastal.
LA. gov. You can downl oad the plan there, you
can | ook at our brochures, | nentioned the
people in the | andscape. And then you can
also, if you have troubl e sleeping at night,
dig into any one of our appendices as you m ght
want to. There are roughly over 6,000 pages of
docunent ati on associated with this. | am not
asking you to read all of those, don't worry.
But if you are interested in how we nodel ed the
affect of a project on the juvenile white
shrinp, the information is there. And you can,
and you can go | ook, okay?

And there is a trenendous anount of
information that is available now, it has
actually been available in many cases for over
a year. So if you haven't had a chance to | ook

at things now, or until now, | certainly
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encourage you to go to our website and take a
| ook at those things.

We have sonething new this year for this
iteration of the Master Plan, parish fact
sheets. |If you are interested in what is going
on in Oleans Parish, or St. Bernard Pari sh,

Pl aquem nes Parish, there is a fact sheet
specific to your parish. You can | ook at sone
vital stats associated with what's happeni ng
there, see what predictions hold for the future
for that parish, and | ook at the projects that
are proposed in the Master Plan and what i npact
those projects have in terns of | and area.

Al so risk reduction for your parish.

We have a project fact sheet. So if you
are interested in an individual project you can
go to the website, again, and downl oad the
information specific to that individual
project. And, again, get sone of those live
stats and i nfornmati on associated wth that
i ndi vi dual project. W have our Master Pl an
data viewer that's available. Hopefully sone
of you are aware of the flood risk and
resiliency viewer. This is an outgrowth of

that or an expansion, really, of that to
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i nclude not just the flood depth information
but to also include other Master Plan
informati on on how projects may affect fl ood
depths in an area or the | andscape in an area.
You can go in and actually type in your address
and | ook at your flood risk now, and what your
flood risk mght be in the future, and what it
m ght be in the future with and w t hout
projects in place. So that can be accessed,
again, at our website. And you can see the
data viewer specific address there at the
bottomof this, but it is, again, accessible
from CPRA' s websi te.

And then, in terns of our process, where
we are headed. So the draft plan was rel eased
just the week before | ast, January third. Here
we are January eighteenth. O course, we had a
meeting |last night in Lake Charles, we'll have
two nore next week. These are our offici al
public hearings that we are having. The

of ficial public coment period does not close

until March twenty-sixth, so that's an
i mportant date to note. |If you want to nake
conments you have until March twenty-sixth to

do so. At April nineteenth, the Apri
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ni neteenth neeting of the board of CPRA we w ||
be presenting a final plan that w |

i ncorporate much of your, your comments. Mich
of the coments that we will hear, you know,
that we will hear and have heard across the
state. Utimately to submt a final plan to
the legislature on April twenty-fifth of this
year.

So, just hopefully you saw this and of
course you are here today but in terns of where
we will be next week. Hounma on the twenty-
fourth, Mandeville on the twenty-fifth. You
can see the agenda is the sanme, the sane
informati on that we have here tonight. So, |
know that is a lot of information, and I
appreci ate you sticking with ne. And |
certainly ook forward to hearing your comments
and your feedback on the plan. Thanks.

MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, Bren. | would |like to ask our
officials from CPRA to cone and join ne here in
the front of the table. A couple of folks I
woul d i ke to recogni ze that have showed up
here since we got started. W've got a few of

our state representatives, Representative Polly
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Thomas showed up, where is she? GCkay. There
you are, thank you for com ng. And we have
Representative Robert Guilliot, he is here as
well. Representative? W have Mayor Ker ner
fromthe town of Lafitte joined us as well.

Ckay. So now it is our turn to sit back
and certainly hear your official public
comments as it relates to the draft 2017
coastal Master Plan. W have a stack of
comment forns that have al ready been subm tted
and I will start working through that list. |If
you were late joining us and would like to
provide a public comment raise your hand, we'l
pass out forns. You are able to do that,
really, at any part during the presentation.
We'll get it to you, we'll get you called up
before we wap up this portion of the
presentati on.

Sort of how we are going to handl e this,
we've got two wireless mcs. |I'mgoing to cal
the first person. Doug Daigle, get ready,
you're first on the docket. And then nunber
two will be Captain George Ricks. So | wll
sort of let you know who is first and who is

going to be second. | ask you that when you
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start providing your public comments, please
state your nanme and if you represent an

organi zation, please do that as well. All

t hese public comments that you provide tonight
are being recorded by a court reporter and w ||
be housed forever in an Appendi x for the 2017
Master Pl an, so use your words w sely.

In addition, really just out of respect
for you and all of your tine, we are going to
put a three mnute limt on this. W are not
going to pull the mc fromyou at three
m nutes, but we ask that you pl ease be
respectful. As part of that Zach Rosen is
sitting here in the front, to your right, wll
provide you a two m nute warning, a one mnute
warning, and we will |et you know when your
tine is up. And we ask that you pl ease be
respectful of the process so that we can work
through this stack. And, again, | appreciate
your patience. So that's, that's how this
portion will work.

Lastly, in addition to the Port for
allowing their facilities which we jam packed
here tonight, we would also |ike to recognize

the M ssissippi R ver Delta Coalition for
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providing refreshnents and drinks. So with
that, Doug, we are going to get you a
m crophone and if Ann, Chuck, if y'all could
pl ease help me out here. Al right. You stand
up and we will bring you the mc. And then
Captain George Ricks, put your hand up and we
wll get you the mc, you are nunmber two. And
after this you'll be able to sort of stay in
your seats as well and we can get the mcs to
t hem
MR DAl GLE:

H . | am Doug Daigle, coordinator for the
Loui si ana Hypoxi a Worki ng G oup and the Lower
M ssi ssi ppi R ver Sub Basin Commttee, which is
part of the National Qulf Hypoxia Task Force.
Just wanted to nmake a couple of points. In
terns of the Gulf hypoxia issue, what's
conmonly known as the dead zone, has a
reference in the plan. Louisiana has been part
of a national task force to deal with that
probl em since 1998. It is noving on a separate
track, but it is obviously, you know, an issue
t hat has intersections.

The National Hypoxia Action Plan calls for

reduci ng the average annual size of that
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hypoxi ¢ zone by about 5,000 square kil oneters
by 2035. But before that the states on this
task force, one of which is Louisiana, have
agreed to work together to reach a cunul ative
reduction of nutrient |oading of the Gulf of
twenty percent by the year 2025. Every state
adopted a nutrient strategy. Louisiana's
strategy focused on diversions. But | think it
is worth noting that in the plan the next
di version doesn't cone online until sone tine
after 2022. You know, it is sonewhat uncertain
but the construction is slated to begin, 2022,
sonething like that. So it's really on a
different tineline and we need to help the
ot her states, however we can, reach that
interimtarget of 2025. You know, that's the
comm t nent we've made. Those states are al
very interested in what happens down here.
They all recognize that we are working - using
the river together, and the river is a shared
resource. And | think we have a | ot of
potential support upstream W have been
wor ki ng with them cooperatively since 1998.

The ot her key players, of course, are the

federal agencies. And with a new
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adm ni stration comng in we need to make sure
that we keep the |ines of conmunication open on
that issue with those folks as well.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Doug. Captain George R cks
will be next. David Muth, you are on the
docket. If you want to |l et us know where you
are we will get the mc to you.
MR Rl CKS:

| am Captain George Ri cks speaking on
behal f as president of the State of Louisiana
Coalition, and upwards of a thousand nenbers
that | represent of |and owners, business
owners, and nenbers of the commercial hydration
and fishing comunities. First, | would |iKke
to comrend chai rman Bradberry and CPRA staff
for the work that they have done on the Master
Plan. | would also |like to conmend, M.
Br adberry, since you cane on board you have
been a wel cone change. You have |listened to
our concerns w th nunmerous outreach neeti ng,
and it's obvious that you are |istening because
of changes in the 2017 plan. There have been
sone diversions elimnated, and we appreciate

that fact. Ans sone of the concerns we raised
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y'all started to pay attention to.

Bren showed in his slides the inportance
of our commercial fishing industries. Twenty-
si x percent of commercial fishes cone from
Loui si ana, sixty-four percent of the state's
oysters cones fromSt. Bernard's waters. | am
a consultant with St. Bernard Parish and we are
very concerned about the issues because our
comrerci al and recreational fishing industries
are very inportant to our economy. Not just to
St. Bernard's econony, but the whole state's
econony. So this diversion issue, it is very
i mportant to us.

W tal k about a sense of urgency in the
Master Plan, and there is one nore reason that
| think we have to revisit the diversion issue.
The concept. W are |ooking at five years
permtting possibly for the Barataria Bay and
then five years construction tine, so we are
| ooking at ten years down the line. W're
| ooking at $1.3 billion. You want to talk
about w se investnments. $1.3 billion, and that
doesn't include | and acquisition costs,
mai nt enance of construction over runs, or the

mtigation. So only nmake w se decisions with
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our investnents.

Last year the coalition partnered wth
Corps engineers to build 2,000 acres. This is
sonmet hi ng that can be done. (Ilnaudible). And
| think the diversion issue, though, it could
be an inportant tool. | don't think it's the
silver bullet, but we're putting all of our
bets in line on diversions. And | think we
need to turn them around now. Thank you.

MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Captain R cks. David Muth wll
be next. On dock after David wll be M.

Har vey Stern.
MR MJTH

My nane is David Muth, | amw th the
Federal Wl dlife Federation working on the
M ssi ssippi River Delta Restoration Canpaign.
| am a Loui siana native, grew up in the New
Oleans area. | deeply appreciate the efforts
of CPRA and the State of Louisiana, the
| eadership that they are showi ng on deal i ng
wth our future risk and our existing risk.
And | al so have to say that the idea that we
can restore our system w thout using the one

tool that built it in the first place, which is
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the M ssissippi R ver and the vast anount of
sedi nent that is now passing by here at the
dock in the Cty of New Ol eans and being
wasted, much of it lost into the Gulf of
Mexico, is sinply not the way to seed our
future.

We are proposing this plan to spend over
$20 billion dredging and noving material from
the M ssissippi R ver, fromoffshore shoals,
fromthe deep bays, and that's in the final
part of the plan. But in order to sustain
that, in order to get the system goi ng again,
it has to pass the M ssissippi River, the
At chaf al aya River, and the sedinent that it
carries. And | appreciate the state's efforts
in noving those projects. Thank you.

MR SPEYRER

Thank you, David. M. Harvey Stern, there
you are. Ckay. And up next will be Charles
Mest zyer .

MR STERN:

All right. Harvey Stern with the Delta
Chapter of Louisiana Sierra C ub, and I
appreciate the opportunity to speak tonight.

Three mnutes is going to be tough. 1'd Ilike

48

Page | 167



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o &~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ wN O

to first focus specifically on a project that
was nmentioned in the, in the Tinmes Picayune
recently that is tal king about the high
profile, one of the nmost high profile projects
in the Pontchartrain basin, and that is the
proposed gates across the Rigolets. And for
any of the gray hairs in the audi ence, you know
this project goes back to the seventies, which
it was aborted for many reasons. Anong the
nost inportant is that it was felt by the judge
hearing the litigation - was the case that was
being | ooked at. WlIl, here it is again 2017,
and it is in the plan and we sinply suggest
that a project of this magnitude, which is
going to very likely cause induced devel opnent,
which is a key phrase that is used in the
Appendi x H  Appendix - | believe it is in
Appendi x H of the conprehensive plan of the
state coastal plan. That this project be given
a full conprehensive environnmental statenent,
envi ronment al assessnent before it is formally
put into the plan. There is just too much on
the line with this project to include it in the
plan prior to a full-scale environnental inpact

st at ement bei ng i ncl uded.
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Agai n, induced devel opnent is a great
exanple of what is likely to occur if this
project goes forward. Just the fact that it is
included in the plan, that induced devel opnent,
whi ch just has (inaudible). The fact that it
i s encouraged devel opnent in the vul nerabl e
areas of St. Tammany Parish, which are
questi onabl e for devel opnent to begin with. W
don't need - just the very nention of this
gate across the Rigolets in the plan until
there is a full-scal e environnmental i npact
statenment. Prohibit devel opment in wetlands is
in the appendi x of this plan. | hope that the
appendi ces are given as nmuch val ue and as much
validity as the plan itself, the appendices
shoul d be part of the plan. | amtal king about
t he appendi x that tal ks specifically about
wet | ands | and use pl anning and has mtigation
pl anni ng.

We know t hat nother nature causes a | ot of
our problenms, but we know that in coastal
Loui si ana t hat man-nade devel opnment is
aggravating that problem | was on the coastal
managenent website and on the Corps website

today. There are major projects causing
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serious jurisdictional wetland destruction.
There is a pipe - a transm ssion |ine going
across Terrebonne and Lafourche Parish that
woul d, that woul d destroy several hundred acres
of wetlands that is currently on the books. W
have got to | ook at the inpact these wetl ands

- we have to bring our land use plans into a
pl ace where they are going to be inplenented
and that the coastal Master Plan reflects that,
what you are saying in the plan. Prohibit
wet | and devel opnents. Mtigation should be a
secondary approach, not devel opi ng new
wet | ands.

MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, M. Stern. UP Next, M.
Charl es Mestzyer. Charles, please stand up and
rai se your hand for us. And then Benny
Roussell will be next. M. Roussell, wll you
rai se your hand for us? Gay. There we are.
MR, MESTZYER
Happy New Year 2017. | retired in 2009

fromthe Corps of Engineers after thirty-five
years. This wetland plan, structural plan, |
don't know when it will ever be built and if it

will be built soon enough. There is no way
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they can possibly do it. Al | have to say is
that we are part of the problem W are the
cause of nost of this destruction of our
wet | ands. What we need to do is | ook back at
what we caused and what we can do to change it.
And what we can do to change it is try to not
destroy it. These - | would say stewardshi p.
In our tinme, | guess, we have | ost track of
other things inlife. So | think we are
messing up and I don't think there is a
possibility of pulling our way out quick
enough. Backing up fromthe surge of the
wet | ands, or the | ack of wetlands, to protect
us as we back up the state quick enough. Hold
back fresh water, noving the peopl e back

i nl and. W cannot win this battle and barrier

reefs will not protect us. Thank you.
MR SPEYRER
Thank you, Charles. Benny Roussell is

next, followed by Mayor Ti m Kerner.
MR ROUSSELL:

Thank you. M. Chairman and nenber of the
comm ttee, ny coments will be very brief. The
reflection of the plan that is being presented

today - a forner nmenber of the CPRA, that
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first plan we had in 2007 | ooked at Pl aquem nes
Pari sh and gave us 100 year protection in the
pl an as a possibility. The next plan cane out
and elimnated that. And as we | ook at it
today there are no |l evee projects in here to
protect us as well. So | guess ny assessnent
of the evolving CPRA Master Plan, which this
third iteration is, is that we are getting away
fromprotection. And while the focus is on

di version, and Pl aquem nes Parish is now
benefitting greatly froma lot of the
restoration projects and has been used as a
poster child, we cannot forget the | evees and
structural protection to help us survive. And
| hope that you will go back and review the

pl an for those projects. Thank you.

MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Council man Roussell. Mayor
Kerner, are you ready? Up next wll be Scott
Eusti s.
MR, KERNER

Let nme just say that | want to thank
CPRA, M. Johnny Bradberry, and his staff for
what | think is a wonderful job and a | ot of

hard wor k. And t here was sone confusi on at
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first and it al nost gave ne a heart attack. |
t hought that we were out of the protection.
There have been a few tinmes and now in
(i naudi bl e) the |l evee protection plan. And |
just want to thank y'all fromthe bottom of ny
heart for all the hard work you are doi ng, and
realizing that ny residents have suffered
enough. Thank you so much.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Mayor Kerner. Scott, before we
get to you I, | do also wuld |like to make sure
t hat everyone here knows, before anyone starts
| eaving as well. Thanks to a generous grant
fromthe New Greater Ol eans Foundati on, today
we have avail able transl ated docunents of the
executive summary of the Master Plan in both
Vi et nanese and Spani sh, French is going to soon
be avail able. You can contact any of us on the
teamto get you nultiple copies of this if you
would li ke to do outreach to, to non-English
speaki ng or non-native-English speaking
communities. Scott.
MR EUSTI S:

Thank you. My nane is Scott Eustis, New

Ol eans, Loui siana, seven generations. | work
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for the Gulf Restoration Network, a twenty-two
year old environnental advocacy group across
all five cGulf states. And | want to thank you
for CPRA s | eadership, we don't see this across
any other Gulf states, we don't see this kind
of | eadership. You are getting a |ot of heat
because you are the head of the pack. You
al ways have peopl e pushing on you but - so
t hank you again for this trenendous pl anning
effort.

But you wouldn't be surprised if | said it
didn't need, need nore. The state has been a
| eader in holding oil and gas to account for
their damages, but it won't, it won't surprise
you, though, that there is huge deficiencies in
the permtting program | don't know how many
| etters of no objection CPRA has to send
everyday to projects |like pipelines that
destroy hundreds of acres of coastal forest and
coastal wetlands that then CPRA, it is upon
CPRA to rebuild. There are so nany things CPRA
could do to require of these conpani es before
t hey di splace our wetlands. There are requests
for information that CPRA could nake so that we

have nore science going in so we know how to
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fi x the damages on the ot her end.

And one of the biggest things is that, you
know, the Gulf of Mexico, which is hotter than
ever, you got nore rain than ever, and it
floods us fromthe sky now. In 2016 hundreds
of thousands of people were put out of their
homes from unprecedented rains due to climate
change. One of the ways CPRA could get nore of
a handle on this issue is by requesting a full
carbon life-cycle analysis for any of these
very large oil and gas inpacts to our wetl ands.
Those inpacts fromputting a pipeline |ike
Bayou Bri dge through our wetl ands has a carbon
I mpact by pressing the soil that, if not
handl ed t hrough the Corps and t he NORCM
m tigation process, but ultimately these
products are for export, which only nakes the
@Qulf hotter. It is going to give us nore rain,
only rises the sea nore. And that is really
what, nore than anything else, the rising sea
is what determ nes how nuch | and we have | eft
i n Louisiana by 2040 and at the end of this
fifty-year plan.

So we request that CPRA start asking for

carbon i npact questions. So we got a | ot of
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ot her things we need; we need oyster reefs, we
need dol phins in Barataria Bay, we need coast al
communi ti es, anchored conmunities. W need -
those communities are part of Louisiana, we
need them as part of our heritage. And New
Oleans and the state is dimnished if those
are left out of the plan. But we ask you to
push on industry and push on other agenci es who
aren't asking for this infornmation, who aren't
taking care of the @ulf, because otherw se the
costs are going to fall on your backs and that

means it is going to fall on our backs. Thank

you.
MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, Scott. Next up will be
Johanna, | think I saw Johanna sitting next to
Scott. Let me nake a quick comment again. W

want to be respectful of everyone's tinme here
tonight. W appreciate you doing the sane. In
addition to today's opportunity to provide your
of ficial public comment, | ook up on the screen,
there is other ways to do it foll ow ng tonight,
as well, if you want to provide a coment.
Comments we get through the website or through

mail are as every bit as inportant and have an
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i mpact as the ones we receive tonight.
Johanna.
MS. DE GRAFFENREI D:

H. M nane is Johanna de G affenried, I
work with the Gulf Restoration Network. | am
going to specifically tal k about the non-
structural aspect of the program Over the
| ast coupl e of nonths CPRA has seen ne sever al
times at neetings, or with phone calls, and I
again really appreciate the opportunity to
continue to comment on this plan. And the
i nput that you all are receiving, | hope that
you take it seriously and that you nove forward
w th our recommendati ons.

So what we want to really enphasize right
now i s that non-structural needs to prioritize
communities nost at risk. CPRA should flip the
prioritization in the non-structural prograns
to focus on those who are nost at risk and | ow
incone residents. Furthernore, it should
prioritize incentives for comunity-I|eve
approaches to el evation, flood-proofing, and
rel ocation. The state should |everage its
financial resources for devel opi ng conmuni ty-

w de approaches, encouragi ng nei ghbors to take
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action together to preserve the character and
function of a coastal nei ghborhood as they take
steps to inprove collective resiliency. 1In
particular, low incone residents living in
areas of fourteen feet below fl ood el evati on or
above, and those who nake their livelihood in
the Gulf are the nost at risk for coastal |and
| oss. They need to know their options as well
as what the state is planning to do to help
t hem beyond marking their communities as
voluntary acquisition or as resettl enent zones.
Qur communities deserve to be valued for
their resources and for what they provide in
cultural heritage to the state. W shoul d not
be deval ued sinply because we live in a rural
area or an area is depopulating. W need to
make sure that the economc value of a
residential community of assets over tine
shoul d not be based on popul ati on grow h.
Attachnent C3-25, the stormsurge and ri sk
assessnents of the 2017 draft coastal Master
Pl an assunes that a honme is nore val uabl e over
tinme as the surroundi ng popul ation is grow ng
faster. This assunption about value is

unsupport ed.
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CPRA al so specifically | ooks at popul ati on
change between 1950 and 2000. However,
according to the U. S. geol ogi cal survey,
scientific investigation about |and area change
and coastal Louisiana form 1932 to 2010, | ow
| yi ng coastal areas have been facing the inpact
of land | oss since before 1950. The land | oss
I's why people are noving away. This assunption
about val ue over tine based on popul ation
grow h di mnishes the prioritization and val ue
of Louisiana's low |lying residential
conmmuni ties that have been historically
t hreat ened by coastal erosion. W would ask
that the CPRA, in its flood risk and resilience
initiatives and in its non-structural program
prioritizes those nost at risk and prioritizes
| ow i nconme conmmunity nenbers in its analysis
versus the current cost benefit analysis
approach. Thank you so nuch
MR. SPEYRER

Thank you. FEric Zollinger. John Lopez,
you're on deck. Raise your hand, John. Back
t here, got you. FEric, please state your nane.
MR, ZOLLI NGER

My nane is Eric Zollinger, | represent
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Bi | oxi Marsh Lands Corporation and Lakevi ew
Land Devel opnent, Inc. W are owners of over
150, 000 acres on the Biloxi Marsh Conpl ex
| ocated in St. Bernard Parish, and part of the
| ocal lines of defense for protecting the
G eater New Ol eans Metropolitan area from
stormsurges. As the largest |and owner in St
Bernard Parish, we currently do not support the
CPRA' s 2017 Master Plan as currently drafted.
Specifically, we are very concerned that the
restoration projects that were included in the
2012 plan have been excluded fromthe 2017
draft plan. More inportantly, restoration
projects which are part of the US Arny Corps of
Engi neers MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Plan have
been excluded fromthe 2017 draft plan.

One restoration project of particul ar
i mportance that has been excluded fromthe 2017
plan is protection of the Lake Borgne shoreline
at the Port (inaudible) area. By not including
t he MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Plan in the 2017
plan the multiple lines of defense agai nst
stormsurge will greatly hinder in the
protection of Oleans Parish as well as St.

Bernard. And Biloxi Marsh Land, we plan to

61

Page | 180



© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

T N T T T T e e e T ~ S S = S T
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

submt witten comments with nore specific
details that is supported by scientific data.
Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Eric. John Lopez. Sim Kang
wll be next. John will be next.
BY MR LOPEZ:

John Lopez with the Lake Pontchartrain
Basi n Foundation. Bren's presentation showed,
on the infanmus red maps, show the fifty year
projection and I know that a | ot of people in
the room are kind of veterans of the whole
di scussion. But any of you who had just seen
that map. What we are seeing here in that
projection is different than we were seeing
before. This is the one - the coast being
eaten away and we are seeing is potenti al
| andscape scal e change by the year 2050. This
is different, this is a different situation.
W are in a crisis. This is another order of
magni tude that we are seeing. LPBF has
advocated for all lines of defense to generate
restoration and flood protection. And the
state is doing that but this is getting to be a

greater challenge. You know, next year is the
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300 year anniversary of New Ol eans and, you
know, just a short distance fromwhere we are
sitting right now You know, right nowit's
not clear if there will be a 400 year
anni versary of New Ol eans. The fl oodi ng that
we saw in lvan is even threatening the G eater
Bat on Rouge area around Maurepas.

There are projects that we specifically
are interested in like the Pontchartrain
(i naudi ble) and we will be comenting on that.
Everyone has sonething that they would like to
see in or out. M request is this, not with
the state but with the audi ence, is that once
this plan is approved, and we all want it to be
approved, is we all have to get to agreeing.
Some of the ways that | tal ked about are not
caused by the state or feds, it's by us not
al ways agreeing. D sagreenent is okay but we
have to start to put those differences behind
and get behind this plan, and build projects
even faster than what the state has been doi ng.
Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, John. Sim, where are you?

M5, KANG
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H, y'all, ny nane is Sim Kang, |
represent Coastal Communities Consulting, an
organi zation based in Getna that serves fol ks
from Pl aquem nes, Terrebonne, St. Charl es,

Laf ourche, St. Bernard, Jefferson, and Ol eans
Pari shes. W work with over 1,000 fishing
famlies and as the draft plan points to, they
are the nunber one producer of oysters, shrinp,
bl ue crab, and crawfish in the United States.

We have heard several concerns from our
fam lies and other coastal residents regarding
the Master Plan. The draft plan highlights the
coastal stakeholder and conmmunity needs in the
pl anni ng process because the communities are
connected to coastal ecology and are part of
the solution. W would like to see a community
engagenent to elicit feedback from communities
well before the draft stage. Community nmenbers
are experts in their field and this expertise
shoul d be reflected in the Master Pl an.

Fi shing and other coastal communities are
concerned that sone projects could have a
negati ve inpact on them and their industries.
At the CPRA board neeting on Cctober 21, 2015,

it was announced that CPRA was novi ng forward
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wth the Md-Barataria and M d- (i naudi bl e)

sedi nent diversion project. During this
presentati on one slide showed that brown shrinp
popul ati on woul d decline fifteen percent in the
ten years foll ow ng the begi nnings of these
prograns. |t has been over a year since this
meeting and it is still not clear how CPRA w ||
address the loss of brown shrinp in the
commercial fishing industry. | did a quick
search in the appendi x for brown shrinp and the
terms of (inaudible).

We understand the val ue of diversions,
however, and the potential benefits they wll
have to the coast. W also know that the
commercial fishing industry is the third
| argest in the state after oil and gas, and
transportation. Wile the draft focuses on the
concerns of the other two industries,
comrerci al fishernen's concerns are not
addressed, clearly. It is inportant that CPRA
clearly identifies the inpact of diversions and
ot her projects could have on coast al
communities. Communities want to know what
these inpacts are, how they wll be neasured

and accounted for, and nost inportantly want to
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know how the state will mtigate the inpact
wth their industries. Thank you all so nmuch.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Sim . Amanda More, you're
next followed by Steve Cochran. Amanda, Steve,
where are you?

M5, MOORE:

H . Amanda Moore with National WIldlife
Federati on and (i naudi ble) of behal f of
(i naudi bl e) Coalition. W represent seventeen
envi ronnment al organi zati ons. And we want to
thank you for all the work that has gone into
the plan and for also the restorati on and
protection projects in the draft 2017 coastal
Master Plan that address MRGO i npact. W are
al so concerned with sone of the projects that
are not included, but we are also in the
process of review ng the plan further and we
are going to submt coments before the end of
the comment period that are nore detail ed.

But for now |l want to say, you know, we've
been advocating for projects for a long tine,
the New O| eans East |and bridge, the Gol den
Triangle, central wetlands, Bayou Ri dge. These

have | ong been priorities for our coalition and
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we are pleased to see they are of inportance
and recogni zed in the plan. However, the
om ssion of oyster reef and narsh restoration
projects in Biloxi Marsh appear to | eave a gap
in the stormbuffering for communities in St.
Bernard, and New Ol eans, and other communities
in coastal M ssissippi and around Lake
Pontchartrain. And this would al so di m nish
the estuary habitats vital to (inaudible).
Additionally, we are |ooking into the
sedi nent storage for the MRGO area narsh
creation. |In the draft plan, despite the
om ssion in the 2017 plan of the M ssi ssi ppi
R ver sediment delivery pipeline piece.
Finally, we ask that an overview of the Arny
Cor ps of Engineers and State of Louisiana's
work on the M ssissippi Rver Gulf Qutlet's
feasability study be included in the plan.
Si nce the passage of the 2017 coastal Master
Pl an the assistant secretary of the Arny
recommended $1.325 billion of projects to
Congress for appropriations and a problematic
(i naudi ble) of nearly $3 billion projects is
conpl ete or either | ocked down for coastal

Loui si ana restoration that shoul d be
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recogni zed.
MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, Anmanda. Steve Cochran.
Following that will be G eg Gasperecz.

MR COCHRAN:

Thank you. And thank you very nuch for
bei ng here, CPRA. |'ve been trying to tally
and see how you can right-side all the requests
you have, so good luck to you. | will have to
say, | nean, |1've been to a lot of public
meeti ngs over ny career. This nay be as good
as |'ve ever seen in terns of the quality of
the comments, the thoughtful ness of the detail,
the analysis that has already gone into it, so
| think that's, that's testanent to the val ue
of the comm tnent that you guys have nade to do
this. | think people are beginning to take you
seriously, that's critical. And I, | am not
really kidding when | say best of luck in
trying to reconcile all that.

John Lopez's comments about how nuch we,
how much nore we face than we used to are
really worth us all understanding, clearly.

The shorthand for saying that is the worst cast

scenario that the state had to plan against in
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the I ast Master Plan, | guess, really close to
the best case scenario in this particul ar plan.
And that's only the case of a five year
difference. So the line is noving quickly and
the ability to manage agai nst that is sonething
t hat Loui si ana has devel oped well. Really, it
rivals anything that goes on in the world. And
sol, I"'mreally proud to be a part of that and
to, to see you guys leading this effort.

| do think that, in particular, ny job
here is to represent five other organi zations,
t he Envi ronnental Defense Fund, Nati onal
Wl dlife Federation, The National Audubon
Society, the Coalition to Restore Coasta
Loui si ana, and the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundati on. And anong us we have a great deal
of craft and opportunity to understand the
details of this. One of the things that is
clear is the scientific basis for this. Wen
projects fall out, they fall out because the
science is taking us in that direction. And
t hat doesn't nean the science is always
perfect, it certainly is not. It neans that
there is solid science basis, not just purely

political basis. And that's critical, being
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able to do this the right way to be able to

mai ntain the credibility in the deci sion-naking
that you guys have to. So we love to see that.
That coupled with this public process is how we
wll get the best plan. So it is very
encouragi ng noving in this direction.

The ot her thing that we' ve seen the
science do is continuously lead us to the
river. The river that flows by here is so, is
such a critical elenment. Not only because it
can help build land again as it once did, but
al so because it can sustain the |and that we
bui ld through marsh creati on or any ot her
means. Wthout those things working together
we can't be successful. But with them based
on the nodeling that we can see | ooking
forward, we've got a shot at this, we've got a
chance. So that's great to see and that, that

| eads us in the right direction.

And the last comment - we will, of
course, submt these comments in detail. But
the last comment | will make is about the non-
structural. CPRA has taken on sonethi ng that

hasn't occurred before which is the actual

defining of the areas that are nost at ri sk.
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My guess is the first cut won't be accurate
entirely, but what it begins to do is inform
the communities of the risk that they in fact
face. Because, as John Lopez said, if we can't
figure out how to do this together we're not
going to be able to get it done. And in order
to do that we have to have the information.
CPRA has really nade a good step forward in the
non-structural, providing that information to
communities so we can attenpt to do that.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. SPEYRER

State your nane and organi zation for the
records, please.
MR COCHRAN

St eve Cochran, Environnental Defense Fund.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Steve. Geg. Follow ng Geg
w || be Khai Nguyen. Khai, where are you?

MR. GASPERECZ:

Thank you. Good evening. This is Geg
Gasperecz. |'man environnental engineer here
in Nw O'leans. Born, and raised, and residing
in New Oleans. M comments are not about

specific projects but about the process. But
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before | get to that I want to thank and
congratulate CPRA on really a fine job in
putting this plan together. It is well-
witten, well-organized, conprehensive, and I
t hi nk you' ve done yourselves and Loui siana a
great service. So thank you very nuch.

The process part of creating the plan that
ny comments address - and by the way, | have
submtted this via e-mail already. Part of the

- in estimating sea level rise, and | know
that that, the sea level rise estimates really,
as peopl e have noted, have gone from sort of
what's worst case in last is now best case.

And yet, because of the tinme delay in
est abl i shing the baselines that you all use,
and having to create the plans on top of that

- as noted in Appendix C there's no
information, no scientific information from
2014, 2015, or 2016 that infornmed the decisions
and the baselines that you' re assum ng, the
| ow, nmedi um and hi gh.

Two critical papers have cone out in that
tinme. |In Novenber of 2015, Strauss and Kol p
and the proceedi ngs of the National Acadeny of

Sci ence indicate that current levels of CO2 in
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the at nosphere wll ultimately result in 4.2
feet of additional sea level rise. This wll

- much of this will occur in this century,
probably about three feet of that in this
century, just fromcurrent |evels.

Secondly, Decanto and Pallor, in March of

2016 in Nature, another peer review article,
had a nore troubling outl ook regarding the
stability of ice shelves in the Antarctic and
the ability, and the long-termability to

sustain those. And ultimately they suggest

three to six feet of additional sea |evel rise.

| understand that there's a need to set
the tine frane before you make a baseli ne and
then build projects around it. M request is,
is that you try to inpress - or, or give
yoursel ves nore of the later information
avail able. And ny request to the audience is
to look into this issue, start a dialogue wth
your state representatives. |If your state
representatives are here, ask them having an
honest di al ogue about this issue. It is tine
to put the partisanship on this issue aside.
And that we need to get to a, a consensus that

if we are going to base our approach on
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sci ence, that we should in fact have an honest
di scussi on about what that neans for us as a
community of all of us, including nyself, who
work in the oil and gas industry and the
i npacts that are associ ated there.

| thank you very nmuch for your, again, the
great job done. And | appreciate the
opportunity to nmake these coments.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Greg. | apologize for the
m spronounci ng. M | ast nane is Speyrer, S-P-
E-Y-R-E-R, and no one ever gets it right. So

I, | hope that he will take it the way that I

will. Followng Khai will be Renate Heurich.
Ckay.
MR, NGUYEN:

My name is Khai Nguyen. And we serve a
| ot of community nenbers that are involved in
the fishing industry.
MR. SPEYRER

Can to tal k | ouder and closer to the mc?
MR NGUYEN:

Il will. Sorry. So we have a |ot of
conpetitive (inaudible) in the fishing industry

and | have, pretty recently, asked themif they
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were aware of the Master Plan. Sone of them
said no, they weren't aware of it at all. So I
feel like it is inportant to kind of work with
community organi zations to hel p sending the

i nformati on about the projects and how it
affects conmmunity nenbers and al so to provide
conmunity organi zations to provide services to
hel p people kind of |ike find out how t hey
qual i fy for non-structural, and how structural
projects will affect their comunity.

MR SPEYRER

Thank you. Next up wll be M. Rosa

Herrin.
MB. HEURI CH
Ckay. |" m Renat e Heuri ch. | with, | ama

volunteer with 350 Louisiana, which is a
climate justice organization. | want to speak
out agai nst projects that outright destroy
wetl ands. So, | nean, here we are spending a
| arge anobunt of noney trying to restore
wet | ands when, on the other side, we have
organi zations that are destroying themall for
private gain.

One good project - well, there is a NASA

study recently that |inks ground water
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extraction directly to plant science for mles
around. And here in the city the point that
was sinking the fastest was right there where
Entergy at the M choud plant, the M choud power
pl ant extracted ground water for cooling

pur poses to the, at the rate of 12 mllion
gal |l ons per day for sixty years. So that
contributes to land | oss accordi ng to NASA
Those plants are shut down right now but

Entergy New Ol eans wants to build anot her

power plant in the sane area. They - it's
nore nodern and they say it will extract far
| ess ground water, but they still want to

extract ground water. And in their application
to the Arny Corps of Engineers they didn't even
mention that they are going to extract ground
water again. So | am saying that the | evee,
the | evee board should require a new
application fromEntergy New Ol eans for this
plant, including all the factors that play a
role in this.

The other project is the Bayou Bridge
pi peline that, well, that is scheduled to run
from Lake Charles to St. Janes, across

Loui si ana, right north of designated wetl ands.
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One hundred sixty-two mles |ong across the

At chaf al aya Basi s, crossing 700 wat erways,
destroying outright - destroying seventy acres
of wetl ands and i npacti ng 500 nore acres.
There is a recent report that |ast year we had
144 docunented pipeline spills in Louisiana.
So pipelines do spill, and we saw i n BP what
oil spills do to wetlands. Wiat - how we are
| osing | and when vegetation is destroyed by
oil. So that's another project that is really
too directly contradictory to our efforts here
to restore our wetl ands.

My last point is - Okay.

MR. SPEYRER
Real fast.
M5. HEURI CH:
| want to say - | amgrateful to Governor

Edwards trying to go after the oil conpanies to
help us pay to, to pay the pricing because they
all also have a large responsibility in the
destruction of our wetl ands.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you. We've got Rosa back here. And
then following Rosa will be Jeff Bordel on.

Jeff, where are you?
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M5. HERRI N

H. M nane is Rosa Herrin. | represent
the (inaudible). W are concerned about the
non-structural section of the plan. W see
that in the 2017 draft plan the state
(inaudible) $8.6 billion, or 17.2 percent of
the building budget. This is a 3.2 percent
decrease fromthe 2012 Master Plan. So we
woul d like to ask for CPRA to maintain the 20
percent threshold, and that for every eighty
cents allocated or spent on the structural
projects, twenty cents nust be all ocated or
spent on a non-structural project.

We have al so heard the CPRA say that they
are planning to use funding fromthe Gulf O
Mexi co Energy and Security Act on non-
structural projects. To be sure this happens
we would i ke for CPRA to pass a resol ution
mai ntai ning a portion of annual offshore energy
revenue com ng to Louisiana under GOVESA f or
fundi ng of non-structural protection that
benefits our community. Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Rosa. Before we get to Jeff,

real fast. People standing up and even sitting
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in the aisles, there's plenty of seats that
have now opened up here in front. Let's take a
second if you would like to cone grab a seat,
feel free to cone do so. Jeff, you'll be here
in a second. And then Reverend Tyrone, you'll
you'll follow Jeff. Oay. Y all feel free to
cone on in and fill those seats, please.
MR. BORDELON:

Good evening. M nane is Jeff Bordel on.
| am here on behal f of EMR Sout hern Recycli ng.
One of our core conpetencies is the recycling
of obsol ete ships, and boats, and such. The
2017 Master Plan in its current draft wll
negati vely i npact Sout hern Recycling,
particularly our facility in Anelia. W won't,
excuse ne, the sedinent issues that will arise
as the direction channel is inplenented will be
an adverse effect to us and we would |ike the
opportunity and appreciate the opportunity to
speak with your | eadership about that
specifically. Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Jeff. Reverend Tyrone Edwards.
And then followng that will be Shawn Anglim
REVEREND EDWARDS:
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Il won't talk that long. |'mjust anazed
at the Master Plan and | get nore confused
because what | can't understand - and even
t hough we've shown all these scientific
drawi ngs about what it's going to |ook |ike
twenty years fromnow. But there has been so
many projects on the board that we should have
conpl eted before now. And what frightened ne
about the whole Master Plan - it's like w're
bei ng trunped because here you | ook for new
projects when all the projects that was on the
board before 2012 you started. Seens |ike we
shoul d have sone of those projects ongoing.

We spend all ths tine tal ki ng about
science but I'm |'m concerned about the
sci ence that we're using because you can pay
for the science that you want. What |' m saying
is that we should be beyond tal ki ng about
getting new projects. There's sone plans that
have been on the board since 1940. Maybe it
m ght not be |like some of these young schol ars
we have now but it's to hel p us protect our
| and.

What's frightening ne about the plan when

| look at - sone of these projects are not
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going to take place until twelve years from
now, but the anount of noney bei ng spent for
project design. Seemns |like to nme, people
connecting wi th Washi ngton and peopl e who are
all connected want to stay in the process where
they could get noney. And so if you're in wth
sonebody then you can sell for a conmpany, and
you know for the next ten years that you've got
mllions of dollars while people are dying.

| just think that we're being trunped by
the Master Plan. | think the Master Plan, as
|'ve always said, is the Master Plan. And that
is a plan where those who are rich and
i nfl uenced can make noney. Because | can't see
in Anerica, all the scientific m nds we have,
why we're having projects starting fifteen
years fromnow. And then you're taking
projects out. As Benny Roussell said, the
prospects - |I'mlooking for nore projects, but
you're taking themout. So |I'mjust concerned.
l"mjust - and | just hope at sone point it
wi |l be changed, or really | ook at that, and
conpassi on conme in, you know, and truth cone in
and fix the power. Because to ne, you know, we

bei ng trunped.
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MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, Reverend Edwards. Shawn, where
are you? Shawn is back here. And then
followwng that will, will be Lauren Averil
with Jefferson Parish.
MR, ANGLI M

My nane is Shawn Anglim |'m a pastor at
First Gace New Oleans in Mdcity. And |I'm
pretty certain that |I'mthe nost uneducat ed
envi ronmental person in the room but | have
been to four conferences in the |last six
nont hs, including the mayor's conference. And
| just want to sort of repeat the things that
have gotten ny attention. One by one of our
very respected New Ol eans peopl e who has been
working on this forever. | won't say his nane
because what he said was so dramatic | need to
allow himto say it for hinself, but no one
di sputed this. He basically said south of New
Ol eans is not sustainable and we all know
that. He said, "If you live in Mam we al
know that it's over with. You can't get your
yacht under the bridge anynore and there's
nothing that's going to change that." And,

"that every port has a significant issue |ike
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we do." The one thing that's nmakes a

di fference for Louisiana is we have thousands
of tons of dirt com ng down the M ssissippi
River. And thanks to Hel en Rose Patterson who
took a group of pastors down to the diversion,
whi ch in ny understanding, is an acci dent al

di version. And then we, we went out there on
the air boat and she stopped and all this | and
was there. Not a little bit of Iand but a | ot
of land was there.

And then the last thing that got ny
attention - ny feeling is sort of |ike someone
said earlier, how do you get people's
attention? As M. Lopez said, we're tal king
the dramatic | oss of land. And what Hel en Rose
Patterson did for this tour was she took your
maps, and then she took communities, and she
took the churches in those communities. And
she said, "Based on sea |evel rise, based on
the loss of land, this is what your church
|l ooks like." And | think it was in ten years.
And you coul d see whether or not your church
was under water. Now that get a | ot of
attention. And it mght be helpful if, in the

plan, if you took communities based on your
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maps and based on your plan, and you showed
Main Street in those comunities and whet her or
not they were covered with water or whether,
wth the Master Plan in twenty-five years they
were still there. And you show those pictures.
And | think that mght really help get people's
attention. As Tony Lopez said, what we are
dealing with, which is a nassive |oss of | and.
Thank you very much.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you. Lauren. And then on deck will
be Ni col as Bel |.
MS. AVERI LL:

H. M nane is Lauren Averill. |I'mthe
Coastal Zone Coordi nator for Jefferson Parish.
| wanted to just tal k about a coupl e of
concerns that we have. Initially when we took
a look at the plan, there were two of our
crucial projects that were not listed in the
project list. But since then we have been abl e
to speak with you guys and are very happy to
know that there are details in | evees, in al
ten of those segnents as well as phase two of
the I ong di stance pipeline that shows fromthe

Barataria waterway, west. Both of those
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projects are extrenely crucial for coastal
restoration in Louisiana, and Jefferson Parish
al so. And we are very grateful and happy that
that's, that they have commtted that to us.

Al so, we have four other projects that
made it in on the draft, but not the draft that
was released in January. And al so these
projects, we would just like to see - it's not
cl ear exactly on why those were not included.
And that includes the shoreline protection on
Lake Sal vador, Barataria Bay grand marsh
creation, nore Barataria Bay marsh creati on,
and wetl and shoreline protection. W just
would |i ke a statenent that is consistent with
the plan. And we understand that there is cost
constraints, but those are still very inportant
projects, and a better understandi ng of why
t hose were not included.

And once again | know this is a daunting
project that is due and to get sonething |ike
this in place across the coast. And | thank

you for working with us.

MR, SPEYRER
Thank you, Lauren. Nicolas Bell, where
are you? |Is N colas still here? Let's go on
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to Major Tracy R | ey.
MAJOR RI LEY:

Good evening. | amthe host of the
Wat cht ower Hour on WBOK, 1230 AM  And one of
t he purposes of the showis to get information
out of this nature. | amalso a resident of
Pl aquem nes Parish and ny hone is just two
mles north of a sedi nent diversion project
that's on the plan at sone point in the near
future.

My question is, in ternms of the funds
required for these projects, is any of this
noney part of the BP oil spill settl enent
funds? And if so, at |least for that portion of
t he funds, assuming this is a part of that, are
t hose funds subject to federal procurenent
requi renments or standards? Particularly for
DPE contractors, nmeaning your small, your
| ocal , and your di sadvantaged, and your
contractors of color. Thank you.

MR SPEYRER

Thank you, Major Riley. Just for the
record, we're not going to answer now but we
w |l be happy to chat with you about that

specific question. |'ve got one nore sheet.
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M. Ken Ragas, you're next. |If anybody el se
would li ke to provide a public comment -
MR, JOHNSON:

| did submt a formout front, Arthur

Johnson.
MR. SPEYRER
We'll get to next, M. Johnson.

Absol utely. Ken.
MR RAGAS:

H. M nane is Ken Ragas. |'mfrom
Buras, Louisiana. |'ve been involved in this
for twenty-five years. (Ilnaudible) And there
are sonme thing which are not factual. It's
been difficult to deal with this. You know,
|'"ve lived through the destruction of the
mar shes in the Buras/Enpire area and | know
what caused them And | know what's not goi ng
to fix them And | know the people in
Pl aquem nes Pari sh deserve better than we are
getting as far as protection from storm surge.

|'ve been through it. And I'mnot in
favor of sedinent diversion. | lived at the
pass in Venice for twenty years. | had a boat
and | watched the Grand Pass just erode. G and

Pass is 600 foot wide and 75 foot deep at the
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river. (lnaudible). And I'mjust afraid it's
not going to work. W deserve sonet hing better
t han t hat.

There's a lot of m sunderstanding. |[|'ve
seen areas that clained to have | and built from
di versions, and they don't take into account
the I and that was eroded and was (i naudi bl e)
out in the nud flats and stuff |ike that, you
know? There is a ot of not factual
information that's being presented. Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Thank you, M. Ragas. M. Johnson, |
apol ogi ze for that. |If anybody el se would I|i ke
to speak we are going to certainly give you a
chance.

MR, JOHNSON:

Thank you. M nane is Arthur Johnson. |
am from Kenner, Louisiana. | ama, an
i ndependent geol ogi st and a nenber and actually
an officer in a nunber of |ocal and national
scientific organi zations. Wat | want to say
is, the nice thing that's kind of interesting
in Louisiana. W have the nost dynanm c geol ogy
inthe US In fact, when | go into the

school s I'' m asking where we are right now when
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the pyram ds were being built in Egypt the
coast |line was sonewhere around Covi ngton.

Wth the Master Plan, there's a lot to
like in that and | amvery pleased with the
wor k t hat has been done on that, but | notice
the focus is on what's happening at the
surface. And yet the subsurface is absolutely
critical on this because of the dynam cs of
what is underlying us here. Active faulting
that we see, in fact, if you drive the R golets
and see the railroad. The railroad has to re-
| evel the tracks every eight - twelve to
ei ghteen nonths or the trains would junp off
because of a fault that goes through there. |If
you cone down the Causeway and at about four
mles south on the south bound | anes you hit a
dip. You are crossing a fault. These faults
| ace our area. And on the down sl ope side of
those faults, that's where a | ot of our | akes
are being created. What was open fields in the

past, the river used to bring sedinent in, just

keep covering it over. Because we don't |et
the sedinent in we now are - our coast |ine
isn't so nmuch eroding, it's subsiding. It's a

nat ural process and what ny concern is, Iif we
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are not aware of where the faulting is, the
under | yi ng geol ogy, and you put sone of these
structural protection in, crossing an active
fault. Over the longer termit will not be
successful .

There's a | ot of ongoing work right now
wth University of New Ol eans, Tul ane
Uni versity, LSU. As we are nappi ng these out
t hose resources are becom ng avail able or are
available. | see Dr. Nancy Dare from Tul ane is
here, it's a bunch of her students who are
doing this. W have resources at those
uni versities, Southeastern CGeophysical Society,
New O | eans Ceol ogical Society. W have
information that needs to be brought into all
of these projects to nake sure that they in
fact are successful over the long term Thank
you.
MR. SPEYRER

Thank you, M. Johnson. Wuld anyone el se
li ke to provide public comment tonight. GCot
one nore here. Robert. Gkay. Thank you,
Robert. Please state your nane for us.
MR. DESMARAI S:

My nane is Robert Desmarais. And the nane
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Desmarais, | admt is hard to pronounce. | am
speaki ng on behalf of Francois Desmarais who
cane here in 1720. As | was | ooking at the
plan | noticed that there was not hing
addressi ng the causes of the | oss of the coast.
There has been sone tal k of sedi nentati on and
rei ntroduci ng sedi nentation. That certainly is
one way to go, and needs to be considered much
nore. But one that is noticeable by it's
absence is the affect of the exploration for
oil and gas in south Louisiana. | have seen it
conme and | have seen what it has done. |
appreciate the wealth that it has brought. But
the tine has cone for us to recogni ze that
renoval of the petrol eum and gas from

under neat h our |land causes it to subside. And
the introduction of canals through all of the
mar shes allows the |and to be eroded by the

@Qul f. These are factors that have to be
addressed in the plan.

In nmy discussions with the Bureau of Ccean
Energy Managenment | was shown a map of the
@Qulf. Inthe map the Gulf is divided into
three parts. The eastern part near Florida

there is no drilling at all. In the western
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part near Texas there is very little. But the
part off of Louisiana, Al abama, and M ssi ssi ppi
is a network of mles and mles of pipelines
and ridges. | asked the man why was that the
case. He said because the people of Florida
object toit. Three tines he said that to ne.
| finally said, "Are you trying to tell ne
sonet hing?" He said, "Yes. | am" So | am
passing that on to you.

John Berry who was here today, | don't
know if you are in this roomat this tine,
John. He is now one of ny heroes. He brought
suit totry to nake the petrol eumi ndustry pay
torebuild the canals. So far it has gone
nowhere. But | think in the plan we have to
address the causes as well as what we can do to
repair the |l and. Thank you.

MR. SPEYRER

Thank you. Please state your nane.

MR, JOHNSON:
My nane is Happy Johnson, | am a resident
of the lower 9th Ward. | would |like to nake a

comment about the logistics of the neeting.
5:30 downtown New Oleans is pretty difficult,

as well as the fifteen dollar cost to park, is
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alittle prohibitive for many people. | think
if we are having a public neeting for public
comments we shoul d be havi ng public parking.

My other comment is about the plan. |
want to commend you all for the progress that
has been nmade in terns of outreach and
engagenent, but | would ask that you take it a
step further before the next plan is rel eased
in four years so that the process - that the
process for engagenent for, you know,
communities matches the tinme invested that is
mentioned in regards to the technicalities and
the science for restoring the coast. | think
it should - you should have that sane enphasis
on how we engage community nenbers that are
going to be affected by this plan. This year
there are about two pages tal ki ng about
engagi ng the community. | would |like to see a
chapter on how we system cally and
intentionally engage comunities of col or that
are often disproportionately affected by | and
| oss. Thank you.
MR SPEYRER

Wt hout any other hand raises | would |ike

toreiterate the point that I nentioned
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earlier. There is still multiple opportunities
for you to provide your official public
comrent. As you see here on the screen, we're
goi ng to accept official public comment through
March twenty-sixth. You are able to do that by
going online at coastal.la.gov, there is a form
that you can fill out and submt. You can al so
send us an e-mail at nmasterplan@a. gov. And
you can also nmail in your comments. And as
Bren referenced earlier, if there is a neeting
you would like to have us attend or you would
like to chat with us again send us an enmail at
mast er pl an@a. gov., and we wll do everything
that we can to accommbdate such request. So,
we appreciate you being here. Wat we are
going to now do is transition into the next
portion of our nmeeting which is focused on the
fiscal year 2018 draft Annual Plan. Let's have
a seat everybody. W are ready to get started.
Wth that, everyone, we ask you to pl ease
go ahead and get quiet. | would like to
introduce to those who are still here, M chael
Ellis, Executive Director of the Coasta
Restoration Authority. Let's have a seat

everybody. W're ready to start.
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MR, ELLIS:
Well, | appreciate everyone conmng out to
hear the FY 18 draft annual Plan. | really

appreciate you all com ng out and participating
in the Master Plan. It is very inportant to us
and coincides wth the FY 18 Annual Pl an.

So what I'mgoing to do is going to be
pretty brief. W wll give you an oversi ght of
what's the Annual Plan, a little bit about what
to expect, and why we do the annual plan. And
alittle bit about sone of the acconplishnents
that we have had in the past year.

So why do we do the annual plan? Wll,
first and forenopst we are nmandated to. And
whi ch, which is a good thing because it makes
up plan for the, and budget for the next three
years. This is how CPRA, you know, as Bren
di scussed earlier we not only plan the work, we
i mpl enent the work, we oversee the work, and we
nmonitor and maintain the projects. So this
sets our plan in ny mnd on how we are going to
deliver the work over the next three years sone
of the projects that you saw in the Mster
Pl an.

So it requires us, like | said, to have a
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three year budget. W have to find out how we
are going to inplenent the projects. And al so
we have to give an update of where we are on
the previous projects. This, real quick I wll
go though this, basically we are going to
follow the sane path as the Master Plan. And
one thing | want to call out is the public
conment period, it closes on March twenty-sixth
of 17. And | know that when y'all get through
readi ng the Master Plan you are going to grab

t he Annual Plan and read that. Because for the
nunbers people it is actually pretty good

readi ng.

In summary, what you are going to see in
the 18 draft plan is a little bit about the
two - of course what we did was - we
acconpli shed the 2017 Master Plan which is very
important, it's every five years. So in 18 we
are going to see that kind of cone to a cl ose.
But what you are going to see starting to ranp
up are sone, sone newy funded projects. It's
a pretty exciting tinme because we get sone
clarity on our dollars now W know since the
settl enent occurred | ast year, we are going to

start to receive in earnest in April the first
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paynents fromthe BP Gl Spill. So it's our
job to figure out how to spend that noney, how
to project that noney, when it cones in, and
obvi ously when we expect to spend it and build
the projects that we so dearly need.

Also you will see that in 18 we are going
to be inplenmenting | arger projects and nore
conpl ex projects. Like | said, we have spoken
about those in the past, we have the nobney now
to nove forward with those. The diversions we
spoke about earlier, the Calcasieu Salinity
Project out west. It's a very large civil
wor ks project. These are very, very | arge
projects that we feel that are necessary to
repair our coast and protect our people. And
because of that we are going to stand up a very
robust adaptive managenent programin the
com ng years. W think that is critical to
|l earn, to inprove, to becone better as an
agency, and build better projects.

One thing to note as we start to ranp up
sone project prograns, you are going to see
sonme of the ol der prograns |ike the SEAPP
program start to decline in revenues. So as

those go down they will be replaced by new
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fundi ng sources, and | am going to touch on

those. Real quick, we, our nmjor funding

sources - of course we receive state m neral
revenues. |In the past | would |like to point
out that we recei ved around $25 to $30 mlli on.

Primarily that's how we operate as an agency.
The next three years we project that to be down
to around $14 million. So we as an agency have
to becone even nore efficient in how we do
busi ness. The @ulf of Mexico Energy Security
Act, we anticipate that kicking in the
begi nning of federal fiscal year 2018. That is
upwar ds of around $140 nmillion a year that wll
go to CPRA, | think it is a total of $176 to
the state, the renmi ni ng bal ance goes to
i ndi vi dual parishes inpacted or coastal
pari shes.

O her sources of funding, the NFW, or
Nati onal Fish and WIdlife Foundation, Natural
resour ces, damage assessnent, and the restore
dollars. Those are all related to the oi
spill. And what is inportant to know about
those - yes, we are going to receive those
dol |l ars over the next eighteen years but there

are restricted in many cases on how we can use
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those. So if you can inmagine all of the
projects that we have to do, we have to natch
all the fundi ng sources when they cone in, and
what we can spend them on.

So that's what the Annual Plan does. That
is why | encourage | ooking at the Annual Pl an.
And lastly, we still anticipate to receive GPRO
dollars. That's a programthat has been around
| think since 1990, but it is a very benefici al
programfor us and it will continue to be.

Not abl e acconpli shnments. | just want to
touch on these real high level. These are six
projects, | think you can go to section two, |
believe, of the Annual Plan it wll give you a
summary of all the projects that are conpl ete,
we conpleted in 16, but | ook for the dollar
val ue real quick. 1In 2017, or FY 2017, which
was mainly in |last year's Annual Plan we
conpl eted el even projects. These are six that

represent sone of the eleven. They total

around $330 mllion, so we are very happy about
that. It benefitted over 3,500 acres of
wet | ands.

Currently noving into 18, FY 18, there

will be twenty-nine projects that are in
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conti nued construction. This has a contract
value of $5.5 billion, and we antici pate
benefitting 300 mles of wetlands and over
20, 000 acres of wetlands. What | would like to
stress here is we have been doing a |l ot of work
in the past, a lot of work ongoing. This
agency - |I'mnew, | amvery fortunate to be
here because it has a trenmendous track record
of successfully building projects. As we nove
forward, we have a trenendous, trenendous
amount of work to do. W understand that and
we are very excited about that. But the Annual
Plan, like | said, lays that foundation and
provi des the framework for how we are going to
del i ver those projects.

One of the tables - you'll see nany
tabl es, many graphs, many charts, but this
represents our FY 18 expected expenditures.
A couple of things, his represents around $663
mllion for next, for FY 18. A couple of
things | want to point out. You see the graph,
the very large green section represent fifty-
Si X percent is in construction. So we are
tal king about all these projects we are about

to start. There i s a trenendous anount of
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construction, ,once again, going on right now.
Ei ght een percent in design, eighteen percent of
the $660 million is going toward desi gn, which
is inportant for ne because I, as we plan and
design these projects we know that in the back
end we are going to have a trenendous anount of
construction. So you are going to see that

ei ghteen percent start to shift nore towards
construction in FY 19 and FY 20.

This is one exanple of a schedule in the
Annual plan. And one thing | would like to
note is we divide - the phases of the program
i s planning, design, construction, and them OV
So that's, that's how we track our progress.
That is one of the schedules that you will see
if you |l ook at the Annual Pl an.

And really that's it. | went through it
very fast because | want to get hone for
dinner. But we are, we are also avail able for
comments. And it |ooks |ike we got sone so
gr eat .

MR SPEYRER

At this point we don't have any forns for

public comment on the fiscal year 18 draft

Annual Pl an. We do have soneone who woul d | i ke
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to speak. Cone on up here.

V5. KENNA:
Hello. M nane is Kenna. | am a resident
of Pl aquem nes Parish. | just have a question

about the slide with the major fundi ng sources.
You nenti oned sonet hi ng about the renaining
bal ance going to coastal parishes. Renaining
bal ance of what and how does it go to the
pari shes. Does that go through the gover nnent
or, you know, where is it going?
MR SPEYRER

I will say that we are not going to answer
questions here. But we are able to wap up and
wal k out and we will certainly catch up wth
you in a second.
MAJCOR RI LEY:

Again, | am Major Tracy Riley, Retired,
US Arny, host of the Watchtower Hour. A
previ ous question, or comment was nade about
the community engagenent for the poorest
communiti es who are also i npacted by these
projects. | see an opportunity for those
communities to be - to participate, really, in
the contract opportunities fromthose two

slides, into the schedule for this upcom ng

102

Page | 221




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

T N T T T T e e e T ~ S S = S T
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

year. So this is nore of a comment and request
that all efforts, as reasonabl e as possible, be
made to give opportunities through job
pl acenment or contracts. Opportunities, in
particular, for those communities. Thank you.
MR. SPEYRER

Thank you. Any other comments? Thank you
very nmuch. W appreciate you sitting with us
all night, (inaudible) to the big crowd. W'l]I
be wal ki ng out and we're certainly happy to
i nteract and answer any questions that, that we
can. As a sort of remnder, just |ike the
Master Plan, comments on the Annual Pl an can be
made until March twenty-sixth. Here's how you
doit. Wite it in, different e-nai
addr esses, or you can al so submt your comments
online. Thank you very nmuch and we appreciate
your bei ng here.

(The public hearing concluded at 7:30 p.m)

103

Page | 222



© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

REPORTER S PAGE

I, Tricia Gegory, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
the Oficer, as defined in Rule 28 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, before whom
this sworn testi nony was taken, do hereby state
on the record:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceeding,
dashes (--) have been used to indicate pauses,
changes in thought and/or tal k overs; that sanme
iIs the proper nethod for a Court Reporter's
transcription of proceeding, and that the
dashes (--) do not indicate that words or
phrases have been left out of this transcript.

Al so, any words and/or names which coul d
not be verified through reference material have

been denoted with the phrase "(inaudible).™

Tricia Gegory, CC R #2015008
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, the undersigned reporter, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing is a true
and correct transcription of the stenomask tape
of the proceedi ngs had herein, taken down by ne
and transcri bed under ny supervision, to the
best of nmy ability and understandi ng, at the
time and pl ace herei nbefore noted, in the
above-entitl ed cause.

| further certify that the w tnesses were
duly sworn in by ne in ny capacity as a
Certified Court Reporter pursuant to the
provision of R S. 37:2551 et seq. in and for
the State of Louisiana; that | am not of
counsel nor related to any of the counsel of
any of the parties, nor in the enploy of any of
the parties, and that | have no interest in the
out cone of this action.

| further certify that ny license is in
good standing as a Court Reporter in and for

the State of Loui siana.

Tricia Gegory (#2015008)
Certified Court Reporter
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MR. SPEYRER

Good afternoon, everybody. M nane is
Ni ck Speyrer. It is certainly a pleasure to be
here in Houna for what is clearly an inportant
meeting not just for us, but certainly for all
of you fromthis region and el sewhere. W
t hank you for taking tinme out of your busy
schedul es to participate in certainly this
i nportant nmeeting. W'Ill go ahead and we'l |l
get sonme nore chairs in here, and there are
sone in the front as you conme on in. Just a
qui ck run to show what to expect from here on
out in the evening. W'Il|l be happy to stick
around as long as we need to. In a second

Johnny Bradberry, the chairman of CPRA wil |

provi de sone opening remarks and wl | recognize
a few special guests. Then we'll turn the
program over to Brent Haase, who wll give

about a twenty-five, thirty mnute presentation
on the draft of 2017 Coastal Master Plan. He

wll talk about the work we did in devel oprment,
he will tal k about the work to cone as we work

t hrough this public conment period.
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At that point intine we wll then open up
the floor to hear fromyou, which is really why
we are here, to hear fromyou to provide your
public comments. W'IlIl talk about this a
little bit nore as we get into the day. W
w |l ask everyone to pl ease be respectful in
the audi ence in keeping their coments to three
m nutes. And you w il have needed to conplete
a formof the white sheets that were in the
back, and we'll be passing nore of those around
this evening. You'll certainly have an
opportunity to put your nane on it and get
called up to the mc and provide your official
public coment.

Once that concludes we will then turn the
presentation over to Mchael Ellis, Executive
Director of CPRA. And he's going to do a
presentation on the draft fiscal year 2018
Annual Plan for CPRA. At that point in tine we
w ll them open the comments back up to the
floor for official public coments on that
docunent. So, sort of, how long we stick
around depends on how nany conments we hear.

As |l ong as you need us to be here as we work

t hrough those portions of the presentation.
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Certainly a |l ot of nedia coverage here. |
do want to recognize as well, we've got, we've
got a live Facebook feed. It's a, it's a
tactic we started using at our public neetings
| ast week. W had several thousand people
wat ch these presentations both l[ive and in
recording as well. So just nore ways we are
trying to provide informati on to nore people
about the work that we are doing. So that's
our plan for tonight, we appreciate you, your
being here with us. And with that I'd like to
i ntroduce to you Chai rman Johnny Bradberry with
the Coast Protection and Restoration Authority.
MR. BRADBERRY:

wel |, good evening. Can you hear ne back
there? It's really good to be here tonight.
It's a great turnout. You know, we've had two
of these neetings already. W are required by
state law to have three of these across the
coast and we have had two, one in New Ol eans
and one in Lake Charles. W had really good
turnouts, but | think tonight we may have nore
people than we did at the other two.

Before | say any nore comrents | want to

i ntroduce sone people in the audi ence, sone

Page | 250



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

T N T T T T e e e T ~ S S = S T
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O wN -+ O

el ected officials. President CGordy Dove, there
he is. Senator Chabert. W el se have we got
there? Representative Zeringue, thank you for
bei ng here. Representative Beryl Anmedee.
There are several council nenbers here from
Terrebonne Parish that I'lIl let Gordy Dove talk
about when he gets up here in just a second.
We have Wndell Curole, not an el ected official
but a nmenber of the CPRA Board here tonight.
Thank you for com ng, Wndell, where are you?
And then we have a couple of fornmer politicians
and | egi slators, Senator Reggie Dupre. [|I'm
sure you' ve heard by now, you can't not live in
Terrebonne Pari sh and not know t hat Reggi e had
a hand in putting this together. And then
Pari sh President Charlotte Randol ph, where are
you? And then we have David Carrell with
Congressman Garrett Grave's office.

We're going to let a couple of, a couple
of our elected officials cone up and talk in a
mnute but I want to say a little bit about
what we're trying to do here toni ght and why.
As you know the master - this is the third
iteration of the Master Plan and it's critical

to what we do and how we address, what we do to
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our coast and how we address our coasta

issues. W - this is the third iteration of
that plan. W started back in 07 with the
first plan, and Reggie was critical to that

pl an. Renenber that, Reg? And I - and so was
| as the Secretary of the Departnent of
Transportation and the Secretary of DNR we
conbi ned our forces and our efforts and we put
together the first plan. This plan, and the
plan in 2012, are step-change, step-change

pl ans in changes fromthe original plan. So
what you're going to see here tonight is, is a
| ot of good science, you're going to see a
reflection of projects that hopefully refl ect
what you think. W spent a lot of tine in the
public trying to get public coments. W spent
alot of tinme with scientists trying to get
their comments. W tried to apply the best
approach and practices that we can. But at the
end of the day it's about how you feel about
what the plan is going to bring to you and what
it means to you. And so this is another
opportunity for you to get up here and for you
to make public comrent around how you feel

about this plan.
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Hopefully Brent will do it in twenty-five
to thirty mnutes. Now, you' ve got to
understand, this is a six thousand page pl an.
But he's going to try in twenty-five to thirty
m nutes to give you an overview of the quality
of the plan, what went in it, what the
assunptions were, how the projects were
sel ected, and give you hopefully, again, a
better appreciation for how the plan cane
together. And, you know, your public comrents,
your comments are extrenely inportant to what
we're trying to do here. This is a draft plan.
That nmeans that the plan is subject to change
dependi ng upon the quality, and the logic, and
the sensitivity, and your feelings around what
you think you want to do in your particular
area. So it is subject to change, it is not
set in stone at this point in tine.

So | encourage you to cone up here and to
make those comments. W want to |listen to you,
we want to hear what you have to say. W're
going to take that back and rationalize these
comrents. | want you to know we're conmitted
to doing that. And |I'm sure that you have

| egislators here that are going to ensure that
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we do that. They represent you very well,
particul arly Senator Chabert and Zeringue, |
guarantee they do. And so they're going to
help us to nake sure that this process is
representative of what it is you want to see in
the plan. Not everybody is going to be happy,
okay?

You'll see in a few mnutes that there
were two hundred nine projects that were
submtted for consideration in this plan. At
the end of the day, if you're going to find
fifty billion dollars over fifty years, you can
only do so nmany projects. And so you'll hear
that only a hundred and twenty of those
projects are going to be selected. Al those
peopl e, and all those areas and communities
associ ated with those hundred and twenty
projects are going to be very happy. The other
eighty-nine projects? WlIl, we're going to
have sone debate about that and you're not
goi ng to see sone happy people and happy
communities. You know, we've got constraints,
and this is a constraining plan. Again,
hopefully you'll get a, a good appreciation for

what's in it and what it neans to you. And

10
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again, | encourage you to do that.

Havi ng said all that, Gordy Dove wants a
few mnutes and | asked himto keep it |ess
than ten. Cone up here, he'll hear ne, you
know, ring a bell, | guess. But he'll cone up
and say a few words, and then Senator Chabert
wants to say a few words about his position on
the plan and what - how he views it and what
he wants to see addressed. So, President Dove,
it's yours, you're on the clock.

PRESI DENT DOVE

Thank you, Chairman Bradberry. It's
al ways a pleasure to work with the CPRA. And |
want to thank the other nenbers of the CPRA
Terrebonne Parish and the State of Loui siana
has built its hurricane storm protecti on system
and multiple |lines of defense. You know, you
know, we started in Morganza. W decided to
build Morganza ten years ago when we saw t he
f ederal governnent wasn't going to, wasn't
going to cone to our rescue. W, the people of
Terrebonne Parish put up a three-quarter cent
sales tax, the State of Louisiana put up
approxi mately $175, 000, 000. 00, with
$350, 000, 000.00 in total, we, you know, we now

11
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have el even operations, eleven operations of
flood gates and thirty-five mles of |evees,
with anot her about fifteen mles to be
conpl et ed.

No one strategy is sufficient to achieve
our ultimate goal. Nunmber one, we have the
barrier islands, the first Iine of defense.
Which is, right now as we speak there's a
dr edge out on Wi skey Island that is starting,
that is digging a channel to get, to get
started to punp 9.3 nor mllion cubic yards of
sand on, on Wi skey Island at a cost of about
$118, 000, 000.00. This is restoration, this is
ongoing, this is an island that we started
wor ki ng on four or five years ago, and | thank
t he CPRA for keeping that project noving
f orwar d. Sonmet hing | need on the Master Pl an,
which | wll discuss wth Chairman Bradbury, is
the | ake rimon Terrebonne Bay was taken out of
the 2017 Master Pl an, which we had in 2012
Master Plan. And | cannot stress the
i mportance, of course, and Chairnman Bradbury is
famliar with what |I'mtal ki ng about because we

- on the east side of Terrebonne is where

we're getting, we're getting eaten out the

12
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worst on high salinity levels, as you all know.
The west side, we have projects going in that
area. But unless we put these, | call themthe
| and bridges, or you can call thema rim
around Terrebonne Bay. W wll |ose the
eastern side of, of Terrebonne Parish and the
western side of Lafourche. This is critical to
us and | ask this board, |I've already formally
asked themto put that back in. W vetted that
out in 2012, a lot of you in here supported it.
And it was, you know, it was taken out and so,
you know, we are asking it back. It wasn't
2007, it was in 2012, and for sone reason it
was taken out in 2017.

And, you know, on the 2012 plan we al so
had all our barrier islands to be rebuilt in
the plan. In the 2017 the word problematic was
used, which we take to use mai ntenance. W
di scussed that with CPRA, we're hoping they go
back to rebuil ding our islands, not just
mai ntai ning them Now, they are, they are
getting - this year they should go forward
with East Tinbalier Island, which is in
Laf ourche Parish but that is permtted to

Terrebonne Parish. So that they have noved

13
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forward wwth and | thank themfor that. But we
still have Tinbalier Island, we have East
| sland, Trinity Island, and Wne Island. And
we need these islands to be put back in there
to be rebuilt, not on a problematic
mai nt enance. And what | understand, they are
| ooki ng at the | anguage on that.

And under the 2010 RCA Eco-restoration
Terrebonne Barrier shoreline restoration
conpl eted by the Corps of Engineers and the
CPRA, the Terrebonne Basin Barrier Islands is a
uni que ecosystemthat helps to naintain the
integrity of the Gulf shore islands, they
protect the interior coast fromfurther | oss.
Asi de from supporting coastal habitat, the
coast of Louisiana is the first |ine of defense
for protecting wetlands, inland bays, and main
regions fromdirect and effects of wind. And
basically, what the Corps said in the study is
that all of our islands work in a unique area
to protect Terrebonne Parish. To do a couple
of them and nmaintain the rest with our passes
so wide, we're defeating the purpose since they
protect the (inaudible) and Montague area on

t he east side of Terrebonne. So that is

14
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sonething that we are going to neet with the
CPRA, the delegations with nme, Reggie and
everyone. W' ve had neetings with them

So with that, I'"mtrying to cut it short
here. And another thing we are | ooking at is
the sedi nent pipeline that was just rel eased.
We could build a pipeline, a thirty-six inch
pi peline. W had a study that, that was put in
by Terrebonne Parish and the State where we
could put a thirty-six inch pipeline from
At chafal aya into the Lake Barre area, and punp
over the years approxi mately 80, 000, 000 cubic
yards. | think this is a, the future of
Terrebonne for building up, using sedinent from
the Atchafalaya. And with this, M. Chairman,
you know, | want to thank you and the Board for
all your, your hard, continuous work to protect
and restore Louisiana. You know, the west side
of Terrebonne is, has the influx of Atchafal aya
water, as you all know. The east side is where
we are getting eaten out and we have to do the
| and bridge and the rim and we have to restore
our barrier islands. And, of course, you know
Morganza is full steam ahead. You know, we're

runni ng Morganza, there is no doubt about it.

15
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We just, today we just transferred $16.8
mllion dollars to Terrebonne Parish for the
Levee Board and there was an announcenent t hat
for the final floodgate. W should put out for
bids in the next nonth and a half, two nonths.
And that's the |ast floodgate in the southern
regi ons.

So wwth that | thank each and every one of
you. We have a great crowd, it's so inportant
everyone takes home what's happeni ng here. But
we are noving forward thanks to a | ot of
peopl e, you know, there's a | ot of people that,
t hat have gotten Terrebonne Parish to this
point. And thank y'all, every one for com ng.
And t hank you, M. Chairman. Was that short
enough?

MR. BRADBERRY:

Congratul ati ons, that was six m nutes.

Hol y snokes.
PRESI DENT DOVE

Well, wait. | got four nore.
MR. BRADBERRY:

As you can see the president has no
passion for this topic. Senator Chabert. And

by the way, when you talk to Gordy, and

16
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ni nety-ni ne percent of the time the word rocks
in going to cone up. |If you'll notice, he
didn't say rocks one tine in his presentation.
PRESI DENT DOVE

But | still nean it.
SENATOR CHABERT:

| can't tell you how inpressed | amwth
this crowd. | really appreciate y'all, from
t he bottom of ny heart, showi ng up and show ng
your passion. One thing that surprised me when
| got to Baton Rouge seven years ago was how
little ny coll eagues knew about the chall enges
that, you know, people fromthis region, you
know, not just Terrebonne, Lafourche, and St.
Mary, face on a day-to-day basis and how
conplex it is, how conplicated it is. And, and
| tell themall the tinme, all right? Just | ook
at Terrebonne Parish. You ve got half of the
parish that's starving because they don't get
any silt and they don't get any sedi nent, and
the salt water is just destroying everything
there is. Al right? On the west side, Lake
Boudr eaux basin is kind of the dividing |ine.
You' ve got an area that's thriving, |ush,

because that which is being deprived out east

17
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Is comng so naturally for the west. So nuch
so that the people in St. Mary have a probl em
because they have too much of it. The science,
t he technol ogy, and nost inportant the funding,
you know, just quite ain't there yet. To
enabl e us to do everything that we want to do

- | tell you a funny story about how
conplicated and difficult the issues that we
face are. You know, one of the first folks
that were able to get an audi ence with the new
gover nor, Governor Edwards, was, you know, our
fol ks from Terrebonne Parish, Reggi e, GCordy,
nyself. And, you know, Cordy and I, | nean, at
the Capital, | nmean, people saw us coni ng
toget her and they knew it was a coastal issue
and how hard we were going to fight for our

pi ece of fundi ng and how desperate our needs
are. And we pulled on that rope so many tines
in the sane direction, okay? And then he gets
el ected parish president, and | get elected to
ny next term and we've got the new governor,
and this is going to be his first inpression of
the canaraderie. The force that is Norby and
Gordy, you know, Senator Chabert and Presi dent

Dove. So we're sitting at the conference room
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table on the fourth floor, and he is in the
m ddle, Gordy is to his right and I'"'mto his
left. And, you know, all the technical folks
were there, Mark, and everybody, and Reggi e,
and they stared tal king about the need for
fundi ng for the Fal gout Canal fl oodgate which
is a lynchpin of a water control structure with
mar ki ng.

And |'m happy to say that we did find a
littl e cooperative endeavor between the
pari shes to, once again, hold up our end of the
bargai n of not just going to Baton Rouge and
sayi ng, "Hey, we've got a $30, 000, 000. 00
project, will you give us thirty mllion?"
Thanks to the wi sdom and the desperation
unfortunately, of the people of our area we
t axed ourselves and we go to the Capital and we
say, "W need the State to cone up with half of
t hat because we can only put up so nuch.™
That's one of the main reasons why we' ve been
successful. So it's all kunbaya and everythi ng
is getting along, and then we nove on to the
next phase and, and Gordy starts pushing. From
one direction he starts tal king about rocks and

| start pushing from another direction. And
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the governor is in the mddle, he's going one
way and |'m going that way. But we're both
fighting for protection and the betternent of
Terrebonne Parish. And once we got the m ssion
acconplished of getting himto agree to one

t hi ng, the governor got a true taste of how
conplex it is. Wen that force that so many
tines is going in the sane direction, can have
a difference of opinion.

And the Master Plan is representative of
that. You look at the letters on the screen,
it says Coastal Protection and Restoration
Aut hority. Al right? Now, they're going to
use a phrase risk reduction, and that's fi ne.
Ckay? But at the end of the day that neans
protection, that's the nane of the doggone
agency for God's sake. [I'mgoing to keep it
sinple for y'all, all right? W ain't always
going to agree, but everybody in this room the
fol ks that do this 24/7/365 on not only the
peopl e that are here, the people across the
coast, the people in our state, but Anerica.
Everybody knows how i nportant this is. | saw
sone folks fromBuffalo comng down here from

Bayou Gray who hel ped vol unteer and pl ant
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vegetation on restoration projects. That's
amazing, all right? That is anazing that
peopl e are aware of the chall enges we face.
But here, where the water neets the rock, or

| ack thereof sometinmes, all right? There is,
there is concern and there should be. And not
everybody in this roomis going to hear whoever
wal ks up to the mc and gives their public
comrent. And not everybody is going to be
bobbi ng their head in agreenent. The nost
important thing is that we're doi ng sonet hi ng.

I want to publicly applaud CPRA for the
very hard work that they've put into this plan.
And just to give you a little insight into how
the process is going to work, Bren Haas, and
incredibly bright man, | enjoyed working with
him They're going to wal k you through the
process for approval of this plan, and after
they include public comment, we've got to tweak
this however we've got to tweak it. [It's going
to go to CPRA Board and then it's going to come
to the legislature. And | chair the Senate
Nat ural Resources Conmttee, and it's going to
go through the House Natural Resource

Commttee, which Gordy used to chair. The
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House Transportation Commttee, the House for a
full vote. It's going to cone over to the
Senate. So | want you to be fully inforned
that by the tine you get to the Senate - you
guys are tired of seeing ne already. M staff
and | have net with themfor literally
four-hour sessions and said, "W need to have
anot her one."™ And we've got one, | think it's
next Monday. Right? So I'm [|I'mas invol ved
and immersed in this as anybody coul d be, and
now t hey know why. Because this is what |'ve
got to cone honme to and these are the people
that |'ve got to face.

So | appreciate your hard work. Thank
you, too. Thank you for being here.

MR. BRADBERRY:

Thank you, Senator. And, no, we're not
tired of seeing you, yet. Before | turn it
over to Brent for the program| need to say
sonet hi ng about your governor and tell you how
he feels about coastal activities, and about
the condition of our coast, and about the
situation we are in. This governor is indeed a
coastal governor. Not once has he told ne,

"Johnny, go | ook at that project over there and
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make sure you work with this | egislator and
make sure you get that in the program"” More

t han once he has hel ped protect our noney,
okay? He is totally immersed in this effort,
he is genuine, he listens, he is a hunter, he
is a fishernman, you know, he is appreciative of
what we are trying to do. And nore
importantly, he understands the sensitivities
around all the issues we have around our coast,
t he oyster nmen, and shrinpers, and fishernen,
and the oil and gas conpanies, etc. | nean,
I'"mtelling you, you have a coastal governor.
Not once did he tell nme to, to go do sonethi ng
specific. He said, "Be fair, be urgent, let's
get results, let's make sure that we put
projects on the ground, let's nmake sure that we
keep this noney in Louisiana. Let's try to
use," - Ckay. | want ny cake and I want to
eat it, too. | want to have the best science,
| want to have the best project. Sonetines
that nmeans | have to bring in experts from
somewhere el se. But we have a focus on, and he
has made it very clear to ne, that we want to
use as nuch |l ocal talent and | ocal input as we

can. Keep the noney in Louisiana. And Lord
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knows we need it given the condition of the oil
and gas business today. So | wanted you to
know how he feels. He is a coastal governor,

| adi es and gentlenen. And if you don't believe
me just, | nmean - when have you heard of a
governor sitting in a roomdealing with DOTD,

or hospitals, or coastal activities? W had
himin the roomfor six hours, okay? Listening
to all our issues on the coast, educating him
on what the issues were, and getting his input
on those things. And then we had hi m anot her
four hours, okay? Doing the sane thing,

bringing himup to speed on the Master Pl an.

That's sort of unprecedented. | haven't, you
know, | haven't been in governnent that | ong
but I haven't seen a bunch of that in the past

in the State of Loui siana.

So, again, | just wanted to give you an
appreciation for the fact that you do have a
coastal governor. And he is willing, and is,
and does listen. And he is very nuch behi nd
what we're trying to acconpli sh.

So having said that - if we are ready.
Brent, where are you? You can have it.

MR HAASE:
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Thank you, M. Bradberry. These are tough
acts to followso I'll do ny best. Thank you
all for being here tonight. This is, as was
al ready di scussed, a fantastic turnout. |
think it's really evidence of the fact that,
you know, you all are certainly aware of the
fact that this is ground zero for the issues we
are going to be discussing in terns of |and
| oss and the issues across our coast that that
land | oss affects. And that's certainly
evi denced by the turnout here tonight and by
t he passion of the folks, and the interest of
the folks in this area in what we're doing. So
| want to thank you for that.

Before | get started | just want to point
out, you know, this tagline here, "Conmtted to
our coast." And it goes to what | just said, |
think. But 1'd |like to echo, perhaps, Senator
Chabert's comments in that we are rea
confident there's a ot of good stuff in this
plan. One thing we also knowis there's a |ot
of good stuff that's not in this plan. And so
there are some things that folks will be happy
about and sone things that Chairman Bradberry

menti oned that fol ks, you know, nay not be all
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t hat happy about. But at the end of the day I
hope you get an appreciation for the process
that we're going through and an appreciation
for sonme of the hard decisions that go into
trying to, to figure out, you know, what are
those best things that end up going into the
plan. So -

So we are the Louisiana Coast al
Restoration and Protection Authority. W are
the single state entity charged with
devel opi ng, inplenenting, and enforcing a
Master Plan for coastal Louisiana to, to help
protect our citizens from storm surges
associated with hurricanes and storns, and to
restore our ecosystem across our coast, our
coastal ecosystem So, again, you folks are
nore aware of this than many. This is a | and
of historical - a map of historical |and | oss
across coastal Louisiana dating back to about
1932. About two thousand square mles of |and
have been lost in that tinme. You can see that
noted here in red, that green is |land gain on
this map. And if we |look out into the future,
predictions are pretty grimas well, frankly.

If we don't do anything about that historic
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|l oss or the loss that we m ght, you know, we
m ght experience into the future, we anticipate
| osing nore coast than that. This certainly is
not a good thing.

Wiy is it inportant? Again, |'m preaching
to the choir here. But coastal Louisiana is a
national treasure. Over two mllion people
live in coastal Louisiana. And |I'm not going
to go through each of these stats, but in terns
of fishery production, water fow production,
comrerce, transportation, and so forth,
Loui si ana provi des trenendous benefit, not just
to this region, but to the rest of the nation,
and i ndeed the world. W' re investing in our
coast. As we speak, just a few exanpl es here,
whether it's over in Calcasieu Parish, in
Cameron Parish, a hundred mllion dollars of
recent of investnments of coastal industry. You
see the inpacts in terns of jobs and the
doll ars associated with that. For all of
Anerica, of course, Port Fourchon is inportant
in terns of jobs creation and support of the
oil and gas industry in the, in the @ulf of
Mexi co. And then you can see the econom c

benefit associated wth the potential deepening
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of the M ssissippi R ver and the inpact it
m ght have on transportati on and conmerce,
agai n, nationw de.

And again, we know we're worth fighting
for. And preaching to the choir, but in terns
of sone of the dollar figures associated with
the benefit and the worth of coastal Loui siana.
You know, we want to put these up and neke sure
fol ks are aware of these. These are things
that we need to be proud of, these are things
t hat we could use when we go to Washington to
tal k about getting dollars to cone to the state
and for sone of the projects we want. O when
we have a buddy that m ght be visiting us from
the M dwest that's com ng down here for a
fishing trip and wants to know, "Why is coasta
Loui siana inportant to me? 1| live in
M nnesota,"” or wherever it may be. So all
this, that information is available in the
draft plan.

So a trenmendous anmount of work has
occurred to date over the | ast decade or so.
These are sort of sone of the stats on that.
About twenty billion dollars has been secured

for coastal Loui si ana. Much of that has been
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executed in terns of projects that are on the
ground right now, or going on the ground right
now. A hundred and twenty mllion cubic yards
of dredge material has been used to build

mar shes, barrier islands, or ridges. Oher
wet | ands across our coast are benefitting.

Over 36,000 acres of |and, about 282 mles of

| evees have been built or inproved, and over
sixty mles of barrier island shorelines have
been built in the, again, just in the | ast
decade. And just by way of where nbst of those
projects are, this is an exhaustive map, this
is where many of those are. You can see the

| ocati ons of nbst of those projects.

And there's work going on now President
Dove, you know, nentioned this. But, you know,
whether it's the bayou in the east part of the
state, Wiiskey Island is underway right now in
this neck of the woods, or Oyster Bayou out in
Caneron Parish. W're turning dirt now, we're
doi ng work as we speak. Soil is being noved to
create wetlands. And there's nore to cone. So
you'll hear about a little bit nore of the,
sort of, the nore to cone if you stick around

for the Annual Pl an presentation once we're
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done di scussing the Master Pl an here today.

But just to let you know there's roughly
$663, 000, 000. 00 worth of expenditures, new
projects just like this one, identified for FY

18. And it will be discussed, again, after we
get through the Master Plan portion of this
event .

So, so what is the Master Plan overall?

What is it? People ask ne this all the tine.
And it's, tone it's really two things. 1It's a
way to nake really hard decisions. So, none of
this is easy. | nentioned earlier, there are

| ots of new projects out there that are not al
in the Master Plan. So how do you deci de which
ones are the best, which ones do we think can
do the nost good for the nost people and the
nost good for our coast? And the Master Plan
provides a franework for us to be able to nake
t hose hard decisions. And then at the end of
the day, once those decisions are nmade through
this process it's a list of projects. So it's
t he nunber of projects that we - that guide
the work that we do, that CPRA - that again,
Is the guiding docunent for the projects that

we i nmplenent, or the projects that we get on
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t he ground across our coast.

Why are we updating it? Wiy are we doi ng
anot her plan? Well, first we are legislatively
mandat ed to update the plan. It's the | aw, we
have to update it every five years. But also
there's sone real practical reasons to do that.
You know, first of all, as you all are aware
nore that nmany, many fol ks across our state,
our coast is a dynam c place, it changes minute
to mnute, hour to hour, certainly year to
year. So as that coast is changing, the plan
that we have for that, for that coast needs to
be updated. W need to be able to adjust to
those changes. Predictions for our future
change as well. W are going to talk a little
bit about some future scenarios, and you nay
have seen sone of them Sea |evel rise and
sone ot her changes in the, in the 2017 Master
Plan. Well, those predictions change as wel |,
so updating the plan around those.

We al so, you know, | talked a little bit
about nuch of the work that has gone on over
the | ast decade. W' ve learned a | ot fromthat
work. So we |earned how to do things better,

we' ve | earned how to spread our dollars nore
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efficiently so that we stretch those dollars
and are able to build nore projects for |ess
nmoney. And technol ogy inproves as well. So
updating the plan allows us to roll all those
| essons | earned, all those changi ng predictions
and our changi ng environnent into the plan as
we, as we nove forward.

So sone of the key differences between
2017 - yeah, 2017 and the 2012 plan. First we
have i nproved our science and techni cal
anal ysis, of course. | always say the ink
wasn't dry on the 2012 plan when we began -
took a step back and said, you know, what are
the things that we can do better, what are the
t hings that we need to inprove on, how could
our tools be better, should we change sone
t hi ngs, should we be doi ng sone things
differently. And we took a good, hard | ook at
that. And the plan wll incorporate many of
t hose changes, inprove the tools that we use in
devel oping a plan. W incorporated sone new
ideas and information that, just now, in termns
of | essons |earned. But we also, we don't
think we know it all, what the right projects

are, what all the perfect projects are. And so
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if we want to, if we want to incorporate those
new i deas and new information. And so, in
fact, in 2014 we nade two phone calls for new
information for new projects. Had trenendous
response to those and we had a nunber of
projects admtted to us by parishes,

I ndi vi dual s, anybody coul d provi de new i deas
for projects. And many of those were part of
the 2017 - part of the evaluation, and many of
t hose ended up getting included in the 2017
Mast er Pl an.

There's an increased focus on flood risk
and resilience and I think you'll see that -
hopefully you saw sone of that before the
neeti ng here, but al so evidenced in the
di scussi on and the nore robust devel opnent of
our non-structural risk reduction, or
protection program There's an increased
enphasis on comunity in terns of how the
changes across our coast, either wth the plan
or without the plan, affect - the whol e reason
we're doing this is first, for the people,
right? 1It's for our comunities. How does all
this affect our communities and our people's

ability to live on the coast? So it discusses
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things |ike our, our capability of insuring
oursel ves and things along those lines. It's a
little bit of a |l ess technical docunent than
the draft plan itself. So we encourage you to
take a look at that. And we're pretty proud of
it, we think it's a nice, a nice conpanion
pi ece to the actual plan.

We al so expanded outreach and engagenent.
And I'lIl touch on that in a little bit, in just
alittle bit. And we've also got a little bit
of clarity in ternms of where our funding
situation is. So when BP obviously settl ed,
that litigation settled, and so we got a better
i dea of what funding m ght be cone into stake
over the next ten or fifteen years. And
because of that we are able to nove sone of the
fundi ng that we nmi ght have expected to expend
later in the fifty year project in the Master
Pl an earlier. And obviously, also recognizing
that sense of urgency that Chairman Bradberry
and the governor have expressed.

So in terms of objectives of the plan,
there are five of themlisted here. W want to
protect our citizens fromflooding. Again,

fl oodi ng associated wth hurricanes and storm

34

Page | 278



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ wN - O

surges along the coast. W want to harness the
nat ural processes that built Louisiana in the
first place. It just makes sense to, to use
t hose free processes, obviously, that are
generally cost effective in terns of rebuilding
our coast. W want to provide those coast al
habitats that are inportant to both the
comrerci al and recreational activities.
Cultural heritage is sonething that is really
near and dear to all of our hearts. | know,
again, it's one of the reasons that we |ive
here. It's why we | ove Houma, it's why we | ove
New Ol eans, it's why we | ove coast al
Loui si ana, and we want to be able to preserve
that as best we can. And that heritage is, you
know, intricately intertwi ned in our coast and
our Gulf ecosystem And we want to provide for
a working coast. Mbost of the stats | nentioned
earlier in ternms of the benefits of coastal
Loui siana to the nation relate to that worKking
coast, and that econony, and those benefits
that we provide the rest of the nation. It's
tremendously i nportant.

In terns of developing the plan, this is

the schenmatic for that. We nenti oned the
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coastal - the projects earlier. So we want to
identify what those projects are that sort of
form our universe of what we evaluate. Those
projects are eval uated through these predictive
nodel s which are then, the output of which the
predi ctive nodels are run through a pl anni ng
tool, which is really just a way for us to
organi ze those outputs and hel p us better
under stand those outputs. Better understand
whi ch projects mght fit better together or
whi ch projects perhaps don't fit so well
together. And for those projects that do fit
wel |l together, we can performalternatives. W
fit those projects together to a group of
projects together called alternatives that
then, again, is reevaluated through these
nodel s and ultimately run back through the
pl anning tool and results in the plan, which
you see before you today.

So let's tal k about the projects a little
bit. There are two hundred nine, as M.
Bradberry nentioned, that we evaluated. A
hundred thirty-five of those are restoration
projects, you can see them on the map here.

Fifty-four of those are non-structural
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protection projects, you see those |isted here.
Each of these - when | tal k about
non-structural projects, two things. Each of
t hese col ored pol ygons represents a
non-structural protection project or an area,
SO you can sort of use that term

I nt erchangeably. And al so, when |I'mtal ki ng
about non-structural protection, what |'m
tal ki ng about is el evating hones,

f1 ood- proofi ng of businesses, and acqui sition,
vol untary acqui sition of hones shoul d, should
t hat be deenmed necessary and appropriate in
sone cases. And then twenty structural
protection projects were evaluated as wel |.
And these are things that we are nore famli ar
wth. This would be |ike flood gates, |evees,
flood walls, those kind of things.

So I'lIl talk alittle bit about the
predictive nodels. And there's really sort of
two, two pieces to this. There's this top
pi ece here, which is the integrated conpartnent
nodel . But what we're really tal ki ng about
here is, is our ability to evaluate how a
project or group of projects affects things

I i ke how wat er noves al ong our coast; what the
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salinity is of that water along our coast; what
the vegetation | ooks |ike, does it change from
one type to another, does it die, does it
sprout; what happens to sedinent; and al so what
happens to our fish and wldlife resources as
well. And then on the bottomhalf of this is
the, sort of, flood risk inside of things where
we're | ooking at how projects affect storm
surges and waves and how that's translated to
this - torisk, to risk assessnent, to, again,
what's really inmportant to nost of us, our
hones, our businesses, our comunities. And
all of this is being done over a range of

envi ronnmental scenarios into the future. So as
we, as we try to predict the future and predict
what these projects mght do into the future,
we' ve got to have an idea of what the future

m ght | ook |ike wthout the projects on the
ground. So we don't pick just one potenti al
future, we pick several so that hopefully the
projects that we end up selecting as part of
the Master Plan performwell wthin that range
of potential futures because we're not sure

whi ch of those futures we're going to get.

And then noving into the planning tools,
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there are really two key factors that affect
whet her a project is selected. I1t's how well
does it reduce risk and how well does it build
remaining land in the future. So those are the
two, sort of, key decision drivers we call, is
what we call them |In ternms of project

sel ection you see those listed up here in the
top, left-hand part of the slide. But we

tal ked about this notion of constraints and
that, you know, this plan doesn't do everything
for everyone. It doesn't fulfill all the needs
that we want to fulfill for our coastal
citizens and that we think y'all deserve, quite
frankly. And the reason is that we don't have
all the noney that we think we need to have
over the next fifty year