


Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
Atchafalaya Basin Program

The Atchafalaya Basin Program was put in place to develop, implement, and manage a comprehensive state
master plan for the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Projectdstisr plan directs the efforts of
state as local sponsor the US Army Corps of Engineers Floodway project and provides the mechanisms to me
federal dollars used in the mitigation of that system. Although the Program has focused on the components of
Atchafalaya State Master Plan approved in 1999, activities have also expanded to address the needs of both 1
resources and resource users of the Atchafalaya Basin.

Previously, the Program was housed within the Louisiana Department of Natural Reaodrtiest agency was
charged as lead for the implementation of the Atchafalaya State Master Plan. On July 1, 2018 the Program an
associated authorities were transferred to CPRA through Act 570 of the 2018 Regular Session. With that trans
the CPRA will ontinue to provide an annual plan for the Atchafalaya Basin Program that will be made part of
the overall CPRA Annual Plan.

Although the structure of the Progrdmas undergoneevision in statute the CPRA is committed to continue the
importantwork benéft t i ng t he Basin while tying thiTeisAanualgr a
Planalso includes descriptions ofirrently planned and future projects as well as an overview of the Advisory
groups and other oversight. More informati@mde found on the CPRA websitgastal.la.govWe thank all
involved with the management and preservation of the Basin and are excited to have this Program incorporate
into the statebds Coast al Program

C oastal Protection and restoration authorty board ositons

Governoro6s Executive Assistant for Coastal Activi
Secretary, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Secretary, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development

Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Secretary, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality

Secretary, Louisiana Department of Economic Development

Commissioner, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

Commissioner, Louisiana Division of Administration

Chair, Gover nomiséian orAGbastalfmtection, Restoration and Conservation
Director, Governoros Office of Homel and Security
Commissioner, Louisiana Department of Insurance

Representative East of the Atchafalaya R{deappointments)

Representave West of the Atchafalaya Rivé2 appointments)

Designee of Senate Presidéax-officio)

Designee of Speaker of the HoE-officio)




T echnial Advisory Group

The Atchafalaya Basin Prografechnical Advisory Group is in place to review, evaluate, and approve water
guality or water management projects for inclusion into the Basin Annual Plan. Membership is as follows. Eacl
of the entities below has one member unless otherwise noted:

Executve Director, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (Chair)
Louisiana Department of Environmental Equality

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism
Louisiana Department of Health

Louisiana State Land Office

Atchafalaya Basin Levee Board*

Police Jury Association of Louisiana East of Atchafalaya*

Police Jury Association of Louisiana West of Atchafataya

United States Geological Survey

United States Fish and Wildlife Service

United States Army Corps of Engineers

Louisiana State University School of Renewable Natural Resources

* denotes memberships that have specific requirement for selection and appament as set forth in Act
570 of the Louisiana Legislature Regular Session 2018.




FY 2020 Project List

No new prgects were nominated for FY 2028t the final meeting under DNR tHEAG hadreviewed all
previously aproved projects and prioritizadem according to viability and ne€this list will remain the
priority water management projects for the Program unless updated by the TAG or TfeRAdatedvater
quality priority list is as follows:

Grand Lake Depth Restoration

East Grand Lake Upper Region

Flat Lake Study

Murphy Lake Depth Restoration
Buffalo CoveWater ManagementProject

arwbhpE

Water Quality/Water Management Project Descriptions

Grand Lake Depth Restoration (201601)

A canal blockage at the Atchafalaya River was breached in 2011 and subsequently washed out completely. T
openingallowed large amounts of sediment to enter and settle in Gaed The incoming sedimerdpidly
formedasandbamhere theravas previously open water. The filling of Grand Lake is a threptibdic access

and aquatic habitat. The TAG identified thi®ject as the number one priority in the FY 2016 Annual Plan
procesdecause of the importance of preserving the remaining open water htetateaffirmed the

importance of the project in the FY 2019 Annual Plan.

Status Report

This project received fuding reallocated from projects designated as unable to proceed in FY2016. Plans for th
project havaundergone several alterations during the planning process. Initially, the project was to restore the
blockage at the Atchafalaya River and remove thdlsanfrom the lakdt was thercombined with the adjacent
depth restoration of Litt Bayou Pigeon, because the proximity of the two projects made them more cost
effective when completed at the same time. The Little Bayou Pigeon restoration projetcenseparated from

the Grand Lake project after the ownership boundary was challenged by the adjacent larRiestoeation of

the blockage at the Atchafalaya Riwesis completed by a private company in January 28id ABP entered

into a cooperative agement with that company to share the cost of dredging the lake and placing the dredged
material in the canaBediments removed from Grand Lakereused to fill in the canal behind the blockage;
however, hydrology of the surrounding areasmaintained by leaving Schwing Chute opPredging was
completed in FY19 and it is anticipated project will be accepted and etoged start of FY20.



Sediment accumulation closing off Grand Lake

Blockage of the pipeline canal at the Atchafalaya River was completed in January 2017.



Grading of newly dredged and placed material within the canal.

East Grand Lake Project (201006)

This project was initially approved in the FY 201
Specific Plan tAddress Water Quality and Sedimentation in East Grand Lake/Flat Lake/Upper Belle River
Management Units Through Modification of Water &
toward realigning water flow patterns and strategically estiing sediment in the East Grand Lake (EGL)
projectarea, and th&lpperRegion was chosen as a starting point.

The EGL UpperRegion encompasses the area south of Bayou Sorrel to Old River and east of Grand Lake to tf
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. It coveas estimated 72,143 acres. This area has only a few flow restrictions
preventingwater from entering and circulating throughout a large portion of the area, and the highly channelize
flow of water through the School Board Canal (Unnamed Canal), IndigauB&alt Mine Bayou, Williams
Canal,Bayou Pigeon, and the Coon Trap creates a sediment delivery network that carries sediment deep into
areapromoting further restriction of flow and isolation of small areas. Hydrologic restoration of the areasrequi
modifying this network of channelized water inp@anership of the area is a mix of public and private land, so
completing landscapscale hydrologic restoratiaequires cooperation among landowné&ns2015The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) acquired spigc tracts needed to provide critical water inputs, andtgect is now

moving forward through a partnership between ABP and TNODektembef015, DNR and TNGigned a
Memorandum of Understanding to formalize this partnership.

Status Report

A robustmonitoring program has been initiated by TNC. This monitoring program includes a combination of
continuously recording instrumentation and discrete monitoring stations to determine the change in water flow
patterns resulting from restoration. The prograithalso track the corresponding effects on water quality,

habitat, forest health, biodiversity, and carbon and nutrient sequestration during flood and eérsnésye

Design and permitting for phase 1 of projeshstruction is underway and includes a suite of elements designed
to restore healthy floyatterns in th&GL Upper Region. As the project progresses, there will be ample
opportunities for public input at TAG ar€@PRA publicmeetings, which are held thrglout the year.



Additionally, theCPRAholds public meetings annually to receive input onGR&RA Annual Ranwhich
includes theBasinPlan

Bayou Sorrel

Proposed project features.

Current funding for this project was reallocated from projects that were unable to proceed inchaidge
Swamp and Pigeon Bay. A portion of the funding received in 2017 will also be allocated to this project.



Flat Lake Study (201501)

Sedimentation is causing loss of access and aquatic habitat in Flat Lake and is detrimental to the overall healt
the ecosystentediment accumulation in Flat Lake exacerbates drainage issues and stagnation of interior swa
habitat throughout the Upper Belle River WMThis study is amvaluationof the lake and its ecosystdm

support thedesignof a restoration pijectto rehabilitate habitaimprove biological conditions, and-establish
access for the benefit of public use.

The AOverview and Planning Process of the East Gr
Management Pta §2010)clearly identified the Flat Lake area as an important component of the drainage of the
East Grand.ake and Upper Belle River WMUSs. The

study concluded that theydrodynamic influencef o

Flat Lakeshould be quantified as part of the plannii g7 = Q% /. €
processand suggesteithat decisions regarding the =~ oo \ S s
future management of the waterways in and aroun
Flat Lake will have a significant influence on the
hydrology and ecology of the Western and Upper

regions.

Because of its proximity to Coastal Master Plan
projectsdesignedo build wetlands in Terrebonne
Parish, Flat Lakevas chosen aslacation for a
demonstration project for utilizing Atchafalaya Bas
sediments as a borrow sourgais study will

include analysis of lakebed sedimeaitsiwill

provide that andother information t@assess the
feasibility of this area as a component of the Coas
Plan.

Status Report
A portion of funding received in 2017 wite . N
allocated to this project. — ?
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Depth Restoration at Entrance Bathymetry of Flat Lake.
to Murphy Lake (201512)
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Sediment has closedf@ccess to Murphy Lake in the East Grand LAKRdU in low water conditions, causing
watercirculationandwaterquality problemsTheprojectwould involvedredgingsedimentccretiorfrom the
entrance of Murphy Lake to improve access and waterifltoathe lake.

Status Report
This project is not currently funded.



Buffalo CoveWater ManagementProject

The Buffalo Cove Water Management Projisci project of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACEyal$
designed to improve wateirculation and sediment management in the Buffalo Cove Water Management Unit ir
an effort to enhance fish and wildlife resources. The project includes the improvement of interior circulation
within the swamp; the removal of barriers to nestuth flow;the input of oxgenated, low temperature river

water; and the prevention or management of sediment input into the interior swamps.




Theprojectlocationis thelower Basinin Iberia,St. Martin andSt. Mary Parishes. USACE begannstruction
on Bufalo Cove in 2004, and the project was estimated to benef# than 7,500 acres initially and 53,000 to
58,000 acresventualy.

Initially constructedBuffalo Coveelements includéBayou Eugene and elements 1, 6, 7,-8, &nd 92. Someof
theseelements wee impacted by unprecedented high water duringvississippi River Flood of 2014nd were

no longer functioning as designed. The following elemesi® repaired as of February 20637, 91, 92, and
elements within Bayou Eugene (E1, E2, and EBP016, the USACEbegan construction aglements 3, 12, 14,

and 16 to further improve interior flowand with the completion of those elements in June 2016, the project was
considered substantially complete

Status Report

Element 10 (Logjam), which was at¢ addition to the project design, still remains to be constructed. Element 10
was designed to improve a historic flow corridor gbraximately 2.9 miles in the south/central Buffalo Cove
WMU. It includes construction of cuts ltydrologic impoundmentsyhich have been caused by the spoil banks

of two oil and gas canals and one impoundment caused by sedimentation along a ridge. This project element
added to improve hydrologic connection between Buffalo Cove Lake, the Ice Box, and areas furtheeamwvnst
to the Atchafalaya River. In order to construct the proposedamtsxisting access channel (Bayou Bieber) will

be partially improved from Poncho Chute and a 100 foot portion of the access channel will be backfilled to
preexisting conditions in ordéo maintain the existing chaal capacity. The Atchafalaya Basin Program has set
aside a portion of the funding received in 2017 funding to prahiel8 t a 25& @ostshare for Element 10.

Once Buffalo Cove WMU is completed, the State of Louistsamsa cost share &#5% of ongoing operation and
maintenance funding for this project

Other Projects

Bayou PlaguemineBoat Launch

BayouPlaquemineés a historicnaturalwaterwayandformerdistributaryof theMississippi Riveiinto the
Atchafalaya BasinAt one time, poor water quality limited public designated uses such as fishimgming,
and other water recreation activitie$fdets by the City of Plaquemine, Iberville Parish Council Offaored the
AtchafalayaBasinProgramhavesuccessfullyehabilitatedBayouPlaquemineo thatit now supports public
designatedisesAs aresult,publicdemandor accessnto BayouPlaguemines increasing.

Improvementsvill includelengtheninghe existingconcreteboatlaunchto allow launchingboatsin lowerwa-
ter conditionsandimprovingaccesso BayouPlaquemine.

» BayouPlaguemineBoatLaunch
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Atchafalaya Welcome Center Tralil

This project will create a walking trail located at thE0l Welcome Center at Butte la Rose. It is anticipated that
construction will begin and terminate within FY20. This project is funded by a grant through the National
Highway Administration.

Cajun CoastWelcomeCenter Trall

This projectwill includeconstructiorof boardwalkbehindthe CajunCoastWelcomeCenterin St. Mary Parish
to provideatrail throughthe sceniccypresstupeloswamp. ltwill alsoincludeinformationalsignageo explain
flood protection and its relation to the floodyva

Grand Avolille Cove Boat Launch

Upgrades tahis landingwereproposed irthe FY 2017AnnualPlanprocess. Recommendidprovements
includeanupgradedoatlaunchandimprovedparking.

Sandy Cove Landing

Upgrades tahis launchwereproposed irthe StateMasterPlan.Improvementso the existinglauncharepro-
posed. Improvements to the parking area, lighting, restrooms and a askaas well as other improvements.

Atchafalaya Basin GeoTrall

The Atchaflaya Basin GeoTrail is a series of@bcachethat have been placed in and around the Atchafalaya
Basin. Launched in 2017 each site highlights how water has influenced the region.
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Map of FY 2020 Project Locations
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