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COMMITTED TO OUR COAST

Our goal is not, and has never been, to rebuild the coast of the 1930s or
to maintain our current coastal footprint. We know that is not feasible.
The 2017 Coastal Master Plan recommends a diversity of projects to
build land and reduce flood risk in order to balance short-term needs
with long-term goals. The reality is that this plan will not solve all the
challenges facing coastal Louisiana. It will take an unprecedented effort
by government, the private sector, and coastal communities to improve
the sustainability of our coast. However, Louisiana’s people are resilient,
and we are up to the challenge.

FACING A FUTURE WITHOUT ACTION. If
the latest “worst case” sea level rise
estimates prove to be accurate, then coastal
communities around the world will all face
tremendous risks.

Louisiana will be no different, especially
considering the fact that much of our coast is
also experiencing some degree of
subsidence. We know we have lost at least
1,900 square miles of land since the 1930s,
and we know we are going to lose more. In
fact, our latest predictions show that if we do
nothing, we stand to lose in the range of
2,250 to 4,100 additional square miles of land
(for the medium and high environmental
scenarios).
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Small scale hydrologic restoration and oyster reef/living shoreline projects
are included programmatically in the 2017 Coastal Master Plan. Consistency
of individual projects will be determined on a case-by-case basis. To learn
more about the 2017 Coastal Master Plan and recommended projects,

please visit www.coastal.la.gov/our-plan/2017-coastal-master-plan.

TAKING ACTION TODAY FOR TOMORROW'S GOOD. In all, the
master plan outlines projects that cost, in present value, approximately
$50 billion. These investments will not only provide direct restoration
and risk reduction benefits, but will also provide tremendous economic
development opportunities for Louisiana and its residents.

The unprecedented investment in coastal restoration and protection will
continue to put Louisiana at the forefront of using science and
innovation to plan a sustainable future for our coastal communities and
our valuable ecosystem. We are proactively preparing for a bright future
in an ever-changing landscape.



