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March 8, 2017

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

Thank you for your commitment to improving our nation’s infrastructure and for
allowing governors to offer input on the challenges and solutions facing our country. Since your
election there has been a renewed interest in boosting investment in our nation’s aging or non-
existent infrastructure—to do “something big” that would rejuvenate the economy and provide
benefits across generations. While Louisiana’s roads, bridges and ports are badly in need of
improvement, there is a single investment we can make together that will pay dividends to the
entire country.

Your recent executive order, Expediting Environmental Reviews and Approvals for High
Priority Infrastructure Projects, takes an important step towards an historical investment in
infrastructure. In accordance with your executive order and in full agreement that infrastructure
investments provide a strong economic foundation for future growth, increases American
competitiveness, creates jobs, improves wages, and helps to reduce the costs of goods and
services, I officially propose the following five integrated coastal protection infrastructure
projects for high priority status: Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion, Mid-Breton Sediment
Diversion, Houma Navigation Canal Lock Complex, Calcasieu Salinity Control Measures, and
River Reintroduction to Maurepas Swamp. These five exemplary projects, defined and included
in Louisiana’s Coastal Master Plan, will significantly contribute to the protection of Louisiana’s
coastal landscape and economy, leverage Deepwater Horizon oil spill recovery dollars, and
further grow our state’s burgeoning water management sector.

In furtherance of your infrastructure goals, much of the needed funding is in place; the
permitting and environmental review process remains the last significant hurdle to implementing
these projects.
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Louisiana is the “sportsman’s paradise,” home to many miles of wetlands, swamp, and
estuaries that support tremendous recreational and commercial hunting and fishing. It also
serves as the gateway to other economic engines with vast national impact. energy, maritime
transportation and trade. Southern Louisiana is the portal to offshore energy resources (and
related pipeline and refining infrastructure) that make the state the number two producer of oil
and gas in the entire country. Thanks to the Mississippi River, the world’s fourth largest drainage
basin and fifth largest river in the world by volume, Louisiana’s coast is home to five of the top
fifteen ports in the country, which handles 60 percent of the nation’s grain and 20 percent of all
national waterborne commerce. Louisiana also combines those two assets to produce 25 percent
of the nation’s petrochemicals. Therefore, streamlining the implementation of integrated coastal
protection will quickly deliver tangible benefits to the people and industries of Louisiana through
a more resilient coast and a more sustainable Mississippi River Delta that can insulate and
deliver essential products to the nation and international partners.

The five projects submitted here and outlined below have been subjected to rigorous
scientific modeling, screening, and evaluation procedures through the State’s Coastal Master
Plan. This plan identifies current and future coastal vulnerabilities and selects only the projects
best suited to address those risks. These projects have also each been subjected to additional
vetting by Deepwater Horizon oil spill funding partners, such as the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, the RESTORE Council, the U.S. Treasury, and the Natural Resources Damages
Assessment Trustee Implementation Group. Again, much of the funding is already in place; we
simply ask for expediting the final hurdles of permitting and environmental review.

While boosting investment in our nation’s compromised or non-existent infrastructure
will undoubtedly rejuvenate the economy and provide benefits across generations, you can
achieve much more by making those investments in coastal Louisiana. Investments here will
impact numerous geographic areas and aspects of the nation’s economy: energy production,
transportation and refining; intermodal commerce and trade; fisheries; disaster resilience; and
natural capital. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita demonstrated how important coastal infrastructure is
to the preservation of human life, and how disruptive, costly and disastrous infrastructure failures
can be for our nation’s economy. We believe the case for selecting these Louisiana integrated
coastal protection projects as “high priority status” is consistent with your renewed interest in
improving our nations’ infrastructure and will bring quantifiable value to the nation. We request
your favorable consideration and look forward to your support in moving these projects forward.

Sincerely,

ohn Bel Edwards
Governor

Enclosures



Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority Infrastructure Projects

Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion

The Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion is a $1.3 billion, 75,000 cubic feet per second maximum flow sediment diversion
project located in Plaquemines Parish Louisiana designed to convey sediment, freshwater, and nutrients from the
Mississippi River through controlled intake gates in the levee, down a conveyance channel and into the wetlands to build
and maintain marsh in the Barataria Basin. This project will address the root cause of land loss (sediment deprivation and
increasing salinities) and has been a top-performing project in the 2012 Coastal Master Plan and the Draft 2017 Coastal
Master Plan.

The 75,000 cubic feet per second diversion will introduce 150 million tons of new sediment into the Barataria Basin. This
will build and maintain marsh, provide for the sustenance of a gradient of estuarine habitats that would have otherwise
been lost and will also enhance the longevity of other marsh creation projects built within its influence area.

These benefits of this project will accrue in the Barataria Basin which has lost approximately 75,000 acres (30% of its
land area) between 1975 and 2010 and is projected to lose another 105,000 to 150,000 acres or approximately 3,000 acres
per year by 2060. This project will also help recover wetlands injured or lost due to the DWH oil spill by reducing future
losses of existing wetlands, creating new wetlands, and providing potential benefits that are intended to complement the
benefits of other wetland restoration approaches in the Basin. In so doing it will increase habitat for freshwater and
estuarine fish, birds, and invertebrates; and reduce storm risk, thus providing protection to nearby infrastructure.

The State of Louisiana will receive approximately $5 billion in Natural Resources Damage Assessment funds and
anticipates using an estimated $1.3 billion of these funds to construct the Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion. Additional
funds for the engineering, design, and permitting of this structure have been awarded by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation from funds received as a result of BP’s criminal settlement in the Deepwater Horizon disaster.

Mid-Breton Sediment Diversion

This project is located on the east bank of the Mississippi River in Plaquemines Parish near River Mile 68.6 (Wills Point).
Like the Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion, this project is designed to convey sediment, freshwater, and nutrients from
the Mississippi River through controlled intake gates in the levee, down a conveyance channel and into the wetlands to
build and maintain marsh.

Once constructed, the sediment diversion is anticipated to convey up to 35,000 cubic feet per second of sediment-rich
river water, introducing approximately 70 million tons of new sediment into the Breton Sound Basin over a 50-year
period. This project has been studied for approximately 15 years as part of the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) Program
and Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast 2012 and 2017. The LCA Ecosystem Restoration
Study recommended the project (then conceived of at White Ditch) as one of fifteen “near-term critical restoration
features.” In both the 2012 Coastal Master Plan and the Draft 2017 Coastal Master Plan the project has been
recommended for implementation during the first implementation period.

This project will also help recover wetlands injured or lost due to the DWH oil spill by reducing future losses of existing
wetlands, creating new wetlands, and providing potential benefits that are intended to complement the benefits of other
wetland restoration approaches in the Breton Sound. In so doing it will increase habitat for freshwater and estuarine fish,
birds, and invertebrates; and reduce storm risk, thus providing protection to nearby infrastructure.

Very early cost estimates for this project put full construction costs at $696 million, which includes contingencies and cost
escalation to the time of construction. The State of Louisiana has been advancing this project through planning and into
the engineering and design phase with funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation from funds received as a
result of BP’s criminal settlement in the Deepwater Horizon disaster.



Houma Navigation Canal Lock Complex

The Houma Navigation Canal (HNC) Lock Complex is located in Terrebonne Parish Louisiana, north of Cocodrie.
Consisting of a flood gate and lock complex, this project is both a central component of the Morganza-to-the-Gulf
Hurricane Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and a salt water intrusion management structure that will help to restore
historic salinity regimes in the mid-Terrebonne basin, a region in south Louisiana experiencing one of the highest rates of
land loss in all of coastal Louisiana.

This project is a hydrologic restoration, multipurpose project with features designed to accomplish two essential goals.
First, the HNC Lock Complex will reduce salt water intrusion from the Gulf of Mexico via the HNC and also distribute
and retain freshwater entering the system from more inland sources like the companion project Increase Flow to
Atchafalaya. This saltwater restriction and freshwater retention will help to maintain thousands of acres of wetlands which
serve as critical wildlife habitat and nurseries for fisheries. The second essential aspect of this project is flood protection.
As a part of the Morganza to the Gulf System it will also serve to block storm surge and be built to the high standards
established by the United States Army Corps of Engineers for the Greater New Orleans Hurricane Storm Damage Risk
Reduction System.

The total estimated cost for this project is $384 million which includes engineering and design costs of $34 million, and
an estimated construction cost of $350 million. As stated in the State’s First Amended RESTORE Plan, the estimated
$128.8 million in long-term operations and maintenance (O&M) costs will be borne by the Terrebonne Levee and
Conservation District who will be responsible for performing the O&M. The State has elected to apply $18 million in
CPRA Surplus funds to engineering and design and will apply for $16 million from the RESTORE Council under the
Spill Impact Component of the RESTORE Act to complete design once the RESTORE Council approves the State’s First
Amended RESTORE Plan (a prerequisite to applying for grants under the Spill Impact Component). In the State’s First
Amended RESTORE Plan CPRA proposes applying a total of $384 million Spill Impact Component funds to the
construction of this project.

Calcasieu Ship Channel Salinity Control Measures

The Calcasieu Ship Channel provides an inlet for saltwater from the Gulf of Mexico to the interior marshes surrounding
Calcasieu Lake. The design, construction, and operation of measures such as earthen, rock, and sheet pile structures will
control salinity spikes and provide storm surge benefits while allowing for the continued functioning and, ideally,
improvement and increased viability of the Calcasieu Ship Channel and the Port of Lake Charles.

This saltwater management project is located in Cameron Parish along the Calcasieu Ship Channel from the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway to East Pass. The measures proposed in this project aim to improve the integrity of the marshes
surrounding Calcasieu Lake, reduce wetland loss, and preserve areas of national interest including Camero Prairie and
Sabine National Wildlife Refuges.

In sum, this project is estimated to contribute to the benefit of 21,000 acres of marsh over 50 years. The estimated total
cost of this project is $441.1 million. This includes $36.4 million for engineering, design and permitting, $262.8 million
for construction and $141.9 million for operations, maintenance, monitoring and adaptive management. The CPRA has
been awarded a $16 million grant in Direct Component funds from the U.S. Treasury in accordance with the RESTORE
Act and has proposed funding $260.4 million of the estimated construction costs with the remainder of its Direct
Component funds under the State’s First Amended RESTORE Act Plan.

River Reintroduction to Maurepas Swamp

This freshwater diversion project is located in St. John the Baptist and St. James Parishes and is intended to re-establish
the natural freshwater, nutrient, and sediment inputs to the Maurepas Swamp, one of the largest areas of forested wetlands
along the Gulf Coast.



The implementation of flood control levees on the Mississippi River interrupted the seasonal freshwater, sediment, and
nutrient inputs into the 57,000 hectare bald cypress-tupelo swamp. As a consequence of that severed relationship, the
swamp’s elevation has decreased to the point where it is constantly flooded and unable to regenerate. Canal spoil banks
and abandoned railroad embankments have also reduced the flow of water through the swamp and led to low-oxygen
areas. The region is also subject to the periodic influx of brackish water from Lake Pontchartrain which further impacts
the cypress-tupelo forest.

This project consists of a gated river intake structure, box culverts through the levee, a sedimentation basin, a 5 mile
conveyance channel that will cross U.S. 61 and Interstate 10, and a drainage pump station. The maximum design flow is
2,000 cubic feet per second and is estimated to benefit an area of 45,000 acres. Additional benefits of the project include
increased habitat productivity, water quality and community resilience as the Maurepas Swamp represents a significant
storm buffer to nearby communities.

The proposed timeline for this project is 3 years for permitting and land rights followed by four years of construction.
Total estimated project costs are $186.9 million which include $13.2 million for engineering and design, $160.66 million
in estimated construction cost, and approximately $13 million for adaptive management. This project was included on the
RESTORE Council’s initial Funded Priorities List for planning and design in the amount of $14.2 million.



