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Sabine River Basin
Facts

e Length — 560 miles

*Drainage Area — 9,952 sq. mi.
25% in Louisiana
75% in Texas

Boundary reach covered by
Sabine River Compact.

* Available water from the
boundary reach down is split
equally between States.

 Toledo Bend Dam is located
147 miles from top of Sabine
Lake.

* Average Inflow into Sabine
Lake — 5,982,000 Ac-ft/yr
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Toledo Bend Project

Owned jointly by

— Sabine River Authority,
State of Louisiana

— Sabine River Authority
of Texas

Construction began in 1963

Construction completed In
1968

Operated by the Toledo
Bend Project Joint
Operation




Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC)

Because Toledo Bend is located on
navigable waters of the United States it
requires an operating license from FERC. In
1963, FERC'’s predecessor agency, the Federal
Power Commission, issued the Authorities a
50-year license to construct, operate, and
maintain Toledo Bend. The previous license
expired in 2013 and the new license, with a
50-year term, was issued on August 29, 2014.



FERCIEISF-0245

Final Environmental Impact Statement
For Hydropower License

Toledo Bend Hydroelectric Project
Project No, 2305-036 — Texas and Louisiana

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Office of Energy Projects
Division of Hydropower Licensing
888 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20426
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State of Lowisiana
DEPARTMERNT OF MATURAL RESOLURCES
OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMEMNT
August 2%, 2011

bdel Bwaboda, Licensing Manngsr
Toledo Band Project Joint Operation
Sabkine Biver Authority of Texas
P00 Bosc 579

Oranpe T, FI63 14579

EE: CHHMMI3RS, Coastal Zone Consisiency
Sabine River Authority of Texss
Federal Ensrgy Regulatery Commissicn
Federal Licenss or Pernmin
Revized Sody Plan for the Relicensing of the Toledo Bemd Project
DeSotn, Sabime and Vermon Parishes, Lowisions

e M. Ewodbocda:

The Leaisiana Cifce of Coastal Management {(LOCM) bas reviewed the drafi lioenae application
for the Todedo Berd Project (FERC Mo, 2335) (Project), bocared on the Sabine River in De Sota,
Aabkine, and Yemnen parishes in Lowisiana and Pancla, Shelby, Sabine, and WNewton counties in
Texas. The Propeet s Lcensed by the Federal Energy Regulsiory Commission (FERC or
Commission) pursaant to fhe Commission’s suthority under the Fedesal Pawer Act!'! The
Project’s curnent lcerse, for which the Authorities are co-licensees, expires on Sepiember 30,
2013, The Awthortses ore purswing o new license for the Project in sccordmmes with the
Commission's Iotegraed Licensing Process, describod ar 18 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Pam 5. [t is vor understanding that the suthosities inlend 10 file ® final application for o new
licemn=e with the Commission on or befare September M1 2011,

Section 307(cH3) of the Coastal fone Managemsent Act (CZMAYT requires that fedsrally
leerzed and permiidfted sodivities within or affecting ressumses within & state"s designnted cokatal
zone be comsistent with appeoved state Coastal fone Management Programs, La Bev. St §
214:24 delipezies the coastal wone under the jorisdicizon of the Staie of Lesisiann. On the Sahine
River, the inland bosmdary of the coastal zone extends 1o the morbem lEine of the Iniracoastal
Carzl in Caleasien Parish, approximadely ¥ river miles (Rh) upsiream from the northern cxrem
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of Sabine Lake, and morc than 139 RM downstream from the Teledo Bend Dam. Therefore, the
Project is located well outside the Louisiana coastal zone boundary as described in La, Rev. Stat.
§214.24,

Based on the location of the Project and the information described in the drafi license
application, the LOCM has concluded that the Commission’s issuance of a new license for the
continued operation and maintenance of the Project will not adversely affect coastal resources.
The Project is not in and will not affect the coastal zone. Provided the operations remain
unchanged, this action is not subject to a consistency review under La. Rev. Stat. §214.32 and
no consistency certification is required. Thus a Louisiana eoastal use permit for this Project is not
required.

If you have any guestions, please contact Jeff Harris of the Corsistency Section at (225) 342-
7949 or Jeff. Harrisflla. pov.

Sincerely,
Eeith Lowvell

Administrator
Interagency Affairs/Field Services Division

KL/jdh

e Dave Butler, LDWF
Kaili Malls, OCM FI



GENERAL LAND OFFICE

JERRY PATTERSON, COMMISSIONER

September 16, 2011

Sabine River Authority
P.0. Box 579
Orange, Texas 77631-057%

Re:  Toledo Bend Project (FERC No. 2305)

To Whom It May Concern:

It has been determined that the project referenced above is outside the Texas Coastal Management
Program (CMP) boundary. Therefore, it is not subject to consistency review under the Texas CMP.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

fott Gulbicr

Kate Zultner
Consistency Review Coordinator
Texas General Land Office

5he|:-|:-u|1 F. Austin Building « 1700 Morth Cl:-ng.r\esx Avenue + Avsting Texas TAT01-14%95
Post Office Box 12873 = Austin, Texas 7TR711-2873
512-463-5001 = BMO-998-4GLO
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Texas Statewide Environmental Flows (SB3) Process

» The 80th Texas Legislature (2007) established the Senate Bill 3 process for
environmental flows to determine environmental flow standards for all of
the major river basins and bay systems in Texas.

« Senate Bill 3 established a scientific and stakeholder consensus process to
establish environmental flow recommendations from which the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) could set standards.

o TCEQ adopted environmental flow standards for the Sabine and Neches
Rivers, their associated tributaries, and Sabine Lake Bay effective May 11,
2011 (Texas Administrative Code §298.290).



Sabine-Neches Estuary: What the Sabine-Neches
Science Team Determined

* Numerous man-made alterations have influenced the current ecological
condition in the Sabine-Neches Estuary and the lower tidal reaches of the
Sabine and Neches Rivers.

 The Sabine-Neches Estuary is by far the smallest major estuary on the
Texas coast, yet it receives the largest annual freshwater inflow and has
the lowest average salinity.

e The estuary system is generally sound, exhibiting good overall water
qguality and diverse fish and wildlife communities.

e Recommended that the inflows from the most downstream gages (Sabine
River near Ruliff and Neches River at Evadale) are sufficient to meet
estuary needs and maintain a sound ecological environment (the
stakeholder group concurred).



Major Texas Estuaries
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Sabine River at
Beckville Gage
13.9 %% (13.9%)

\

-

Neches River at
Ewvadale Gage
Steinhagen
2.8% (31.3%)

Ruliff

Sabine River at

13.9% (43.7%)

Gage

N ‘*,_“ /

% A
- 'x -,,‘Texas and Louisiana /
* Coastal Inflows /

8.9%,
Sabine River at
Sabine Lake
2.5% (46.2%)

kY

MNeches River at
Sabine Lake
11.3%0 (42.6%0)

MNet Direct Precipitation -
Ewvaporation

2.3%

i —————

Mote: The Meches and Sabine
Rivers contribute approximately
88.8% of freshwater inflow into
Sabine Lake based on computed
historical flows developed by the
TWDE for the periods 1977-1986.
Based on these historical data,
approximately 8.9%4 of the inflow
to Sabine Lake comes from Texas
and Louisiana coastal (ungaged)
basins and 2.3%, for the inflow to
Sabine Lake is computed as direct
precipitation over Sabine Lake
minus computed evaporation. The
88.8 %o contribution for the
Meches and Sabine Rivers was
further evaluated using natural-
ized flow data for the period
1940-1996 from the TCEQ WAMSs




RULIFF 2008 GAGE HEIGHT
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RULIFF 2009 GAGE HEIGHT
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RULIFF 2010 GAGE HEIGHT
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RULIFF 2011 GAGE HEIGHT
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USGS 08030500 Sabine Rv nr Ruliff, TX

o4 a gt M el
(v . I Y If

a9

4T

2 28

. i\

i L

.-

3 !

% 16 \

()

1« il

12

Jan 81Feb 8Har 81Apr 81Hay 61 Jun 81Jul 81Aug B815ep B810ct B1Hov B810ec A1
2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 2813 20813

— Gape height we== Period of provisional data
w== Period of approved data — HHS5 Flood S5tage




Gage height, feet
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