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• Length – 560 miles 

• Drainage Area – 9,952 sq. mi. 
25% in Louisiana 
75% in Texas 

• Boundary reach covered by 
Sabine River Compact. 

• Available water from the 
boundary reach down is split 
equally between States. 

• Toledo Bend Dam is located 
147 miles from top of Sabine 
Lake. 

• Average Inflow into Sabine 
Lake – 5,982,000 Ac-ft/yr 

Sabine River Basin 
Facts  



Toledo Bend Project 

• Owned jointly by  
– Sabine River Authority, 

State of Louisiana  
– Sabine River Authority 

of Texas 
• Construction began in 1963 
• Construction completed in 

1968 
• Operated by the Toledo 

Bend Project Joint 
Operation 



Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) 

         Because Toledo Bend is located on 
navigable waters of the United States it 
requires an operating license from FERC.  In 
1963, FERC’s predecessor agency, the Federal 
Power Commission, issued the Authorities a 
50-year license to construct, operate, and 
maintain Toledo Bend.  The previous license 
expired in 2013 and the new license, with a 
50-year term, was issued on August 29, 2014. 













Texas Statewide Environmental Flows (SB3) Process 

 
• The 80th Texas Legislature (2007) established the Senate Bill 3 process for 

environmental flows to determine environmental flow standards for all of 
the major river basins and bay systems in Texas. 

• Senate Bill 3 established a scientific and stakeholder consensus process to 
establish environmental flow recommendations from which the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) could set standards. 

• TCEQ adopted environmental flow standards for the Sabine and Neches 
Rivers, their associated tributaries, and Sabine Lake Bay effective May 11, 
2011 (Texas Administrative Code §298.290). 

 



Sabine-Neches Estuary: What the Sabine-Neches 
Science Team Determined 

 
 

• Numerous man-made alterations have influenced the current ecological 
condition in the Sabine-Neches Estuary and the lower tidal reaches of the 
Sabine and Neches Rivers. 

• The Sabine-Neches Estuary is by far the smallest major estuary on the 
Texas coast, yet it receives the largest annual freshwater inflow and has 
the lowest average salinity. 

• The estuary system is generally sound, exhibiting good overall water 
quality and diverse fish and wildlife communities. 

• Recommended that the inflows from the most downstream gages (Sabine 
River near Ruliff and Neches River at Evadale) are sufficient to meet 
estuary needs and maintain a sound ecological environment (the 
stakeholder group concurred). 
 
 
 
 
 







RULIFF 2008 GAGE HEIGHT 



RULIFF 2009 GAGE HEIGHT 



RULIFF 2010 GAGE HEIGHT 



RULIFF 2011 GAGE HEIGHT 
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